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TORORO. Power disconnection 
to Tororo main hospital has left 
doctors and nurses with only 
torches and candles to attend to 
patients in the night, 
Power distribution company 

Umeme disconnected the facility 
over unpaid power bills totalling 
Shs76 million, leaving the 1500- 
bed capacity hospital in dark- 
ness for the last two weeks. 
The government hospital 

serves the entire Bukedi region, 
part of neighbouring Mbale Dis- 
triet, and Western Kenya. 

The hospital administra- 
tor, Mr Walter Oryekwun, said: 
“Operations at the hospital have 
been paralysed because it’s has 
become difficult to offer services 
at night, especially emergen- 
cies.” 
He said handling emergency 

situations, especially caesarean 
deliveries, have been frustrated, 
Mr Oryekwun said most of the 

vaccines, blood and other medi- 
cines that need to be stored in 
cool temperatures are on the 
verge of getting wasted. 
“The Umeme officials should 

r blackout. te The Outpatient Department at Toror Hospital which has been hit by powe 

have given us more time but the 

decision they took was inhu- 

man. It's my appeal that they 

should consider the p]jgh( of th_e 

patients when executing their 

duties because this is a govern- 

ment institution and it’s going 

nowhere,” he said. 
Mr Oryekwun said they also 

fear for the safety of the staff on 
night duty, the patients and their 

attendants. 
Tororo District has reporte}'fly 

failed to clear the outstanding 

electricity arrears, which have 
been acerning since 2013. 

Unavailal 
The hospital administrator, 

Mr Walter Oryekwun, said al- 
though development partners, 
including the Institute for Dis- 
ease Research Centre, Global 
Health, and Taso have impro- 
vised standby generators to run 
the refrigerators, the power is 
unreliable. 
“As an institution, we do not 

have alternative sources to 
undertake any maintenance, 
servicing or repairs of the gen- 
erators basing on our resource 
envelope,” Mr Oryekwun said. 
He appealed to government to 

consider mcreasing_!he Primar
y 

Health Care allocation for pub- 

Jic health faculties basing on the 

current coverage. 

One of the health vyorker_s, 

who preferred anonymity, said 

the situation is pathetic and has 
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The manager of Umeme 
branch in Torero,Ms 
Doreen Ogebga, said they 
taok the decisior 
district authoritie 
adamant to their 
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forced them to use 
torches at night, 
Ms Sarah Adikin 

sick daughter admf 
lariaatthe hospita]. 
beenforced to stayat 
because of the eonq 
daug}xter, other


