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Letters

LETTERS

The decline in child abusc
cases is good news, but .
there’s need to look closer

When children disappear, suffer abuse o;;rg:l :)Jgd
Neglected, the long-term impact extend; utgomes
individual households, it affects edupa}mntzi S
mental health, crime levels,productm‘ty ar}iﬂ ;re :
stability A country that fails to protect its ¢

€ns its own future, )
Vl’fgzl;da’s latest annyal crime; report has been “_n(:fly
welcomed for showing a decline in offences again )
children from 13 489 reported cases in 2022 to 8,064 in

continue to face dail{.h
And this is becayse € annu e
statistics on only the Teported cases, which can e

Systemic and technological limitations,

Yes,the figures aredropping, Cases of child neglect, abuse,
desertion ang abduction haye reduced over the last
OUr years. Domestic violence cases

have also declined,
Government agencies, civil society Organisations and
communities desery,

€Tecognition for the awareness
tampaigns anq protection inte

TVentions that haye
contributed to thjg trend,

But numbers alone do not tell the fyy]) story.

In 2025 alone more than 8 0o child-relateq offences
Werereported to the Police, That translates to thousands
of Ugandan chj)

nneglected,abandoned,abused,
ckedormjssin ithin a s isi

Even more Concerning j what happeng after these
cases are Teported. oyt of the 8,064 child-related offences
Tegistered in 2025,only 848 reacheq court.Only 176
Secured copyj

Ctions, "y
Meanwhile

Acountry annot claj, Progress in chjjg Protectiop,
When thousands of Cases remp; unresolved.l-‘alljng
cnme_statisg'cs mean ljtt)e i SWrvivorg continue to fy
Weak lqvesngations,delayed justice and Overwhelmeq
Protection Systems,

1€ Xeport algq €XDOses angthey Uncomfortapje
Elglzlilrc\l 51eg1ect Temaing the highest Teporteq offencTilrtmh.
a,

This is ot Simply 5 Policing Issue 1t refle
Social ang g, NOmic lesp,

al] €S are inc, asingly affect;
Caregiving aCToss the Country; any pglrznt.s alt'én '
exhaugte, Ome households are collapsing under

) tecﬁ()n S,ETVi bt 9

tice, % Ces ang fastey

ated g chaﬁt;:k‘:,ﬁk é‘:)tl‘:; b‘;’;\l‘nust StOp beipg -
isaty ON-Govy, "

ar(’)"sat'm}(s ;rfl}grli)ecome aserigyg nation?]nenml

The deljpe Ly

Uceq llll;]lﬂl,’(;s:)WItl 'Ulgnnda
o Ousan g e pibd S0lveq
shoulq disturly o}jf,f’ duldmndmsull 15fe, ang g,
\'\\;,_;w\ .
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