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Why we need 
mainstream media 
now more than ever 

 Monitor Publications Limited,a subsidiary of Nation M- dia Group-Uganda published the inaleiton ofthe Sun- day Monitorlast month. The decision epresents the at- estattempt by one of Ugandls leading media houses to adapttochanging timesin order to remainrelevant A fev monthseatlis the New Vision had taken similar step. These developments have revived an ongoing debate: the rowingchallenge socalmediaposes tomainsreamme. 
Theriseof ocial media has sheredinan eraof ctizen journalim,wherethetermcontent reator”as become partofeveryay language Stores once exclusvely pro- ducedand disseminated by tracitonal medinsittions arenowreadilyavaiableonline,curated an shared by vir tuallyanyone ith nternetaccess 
This transformation has democratised sorytellngcreat. ingavast and interconnected webof nformaion.Howerer ‘whileactes o publishing tools has expanded pofesion altrainingininformation gathering has ot necessary ok 
lowed.Many content creatorslackthejournalistc ground. ingrequiedtocollctand preset informaton whilecare 
fullyconsideripgaccuracyeontext and thical responsibi- ity 

Atrained journalitwhentipped offboutastorgis - pectetoverfyfactsthrough muliplesoureesinterrogate thecredbiltyofinformation and veigh the pubicnter- 
estbelore publication. Such rigorsnot iy pesent - 
forma digtalpaces wherespeed and sty ofen ke oververifcaton and reflecton. 

Inwhat many describeasthenformation agsan over 
‘Whelming volumeof conent cirlateonline dai Along- 
sidecrediblereporting exiss misinformafion and disi- formalion—terms that have become increasingly il 
JarMuchofthis problematiccontent stems from ndivic I 
alswhoshareinformation ithout applying the princples 
centraltoprofesionaljournals: truthfunes accurac 
fhimessand balance. 
Mainstream meetiawith s structured and ften cau 

tious approach tonews gathering, remains uniquely posi- tioned!toseparatefact rom flsehood Inanewsmom are- 
porterpitchingatorymust anse undamental ques- tions:WWho? What? When? Where? Why? and How? These: questions gided by estabshed journaisticchic deter 
mine 
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