
Judiciary’s image on the line 

Nahubowa,the Opposition National Unity Platform 
. «NUP) candidate, openly questioned the impartiality of Justice Simon Peter Kinobe and withdrew her application for re vnewinmeMasakaCitmeanMPehcfimduw' ite, the matter ceased o be merely a legal contest. It became an issue of institu- tional credibility 

Ms Nalubowa had sought a review of a lower court decision that pheld the declaration of Ms Justine Nameere of the National Re- sistance Movement (NRM) as the winner following a controver- 
sial vote recount, 
However, her withdrawal was premised on the assertion that she could not expect justice from a judge who had previously par- ticipated in partisan politics as an NRM candidate in party pri- ‘maries, 

Whether Justice Kinobe wasactually biased s not the point. The larger issue is perception. Justice must not only be done; it must 
be seen to be done, The test for recusal is 
clear: where a fair-minded and informed ob- 

© €Vents of the past week have once again thrust the Ju- mwmmmmnwomblepuhficmfinywhmfils 

server would reasonably question a judge’s 
Thelssue: impartiality,stepping aside is the prudent Justice and honourable course of action, Recusal is 

not an adrmission of guilt or weakness, it is a Our view: safeguard of institutional integrity. 
A public A judge is required to recuse themselves that loses ‘where there may be personal bias, financial 
confidencein  interest, prior involvement in a matter, or 
formal justice Y cireumstance that creates a reasonable 
mechanisms ~ 2PPrehension of partiality , 

Inpolitically sensitive cases, especially elec- 
may be tion petitions,the threshold for public confi- tempted to dence must be even higher. These disputes resort to arenotjust about parties; they are about the 
alternative, democratic will of citizens. 2gd often In this case, Justice Kinobe opted to pro- unlawfulmeans  ceed. That decision has raised questions, 
of |‘esolv{r?u Tightly Dfl_)mmgly.g about why he considered 
disputes, 4 napvmpna!temmmm_emmdammme Z concernsraised. The Judiciary must appreci- 

ate that in today’s politically polarised envi- 
ronment, perception can be as damaging as fact. 
‘The recently released court file census report indicates that 

167,353 cases are pending across all court levels, with 46,342 clas- 
sified as backlog, meaning they have remained unresolved for more than two years. These figures already paint a picture of a 
Justice system under strain. When questions of impartiality are added to delays, the combined effect can erode public trust at an 

ing rate. 
memdidaryhuhngbeenmgfitdedaslhzlanm;forag- 
griweddfimmrpamfimm,andevm&estateitse\tlmmmfi 
uge is seen as compromised, the consequences may be grave. A 
public that lmsmnfldflmemfi)mmjlsficemechanmmmxy 
beumpmdm!umtmfltemnfiw,anduflmunlawfiflnmnsnf 
resolving disputes. Mob justice thrives where faith in institutions collapses. 
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