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INTERN DOCTORS, NUR.SES WILL DO PEE INTERNSI—]IP EXAMS

By Martin mium g

na umlt rafute of ref.:mu

In henlth educazion,

govemment has inroduesd

Presinternship examinatons

I.lrm dmcﬁ.u:.d students  and
Hehir admission re uln.mems

All admissions o :lml:d un.cl:
public and private universites
will follow one stndardised
Eniry requisement, New Vition
has learne.

The new reform, govermment
officials said, will become the
Ereatest reform in admission
for Dicalth programmes across
all gniversites and terliary
Instituicns that tench medicoe
EIIIIIJ mursing.

The introduaion of a standard
admission, examination znd
certificarion for healdh: (raining,
ollicals added, will solidify
health  traning  acress  the
ﬁ.lul’ﬁl.'!}

Previously, insversities, such
A% Makerere would  admi
highly excepuonal  students
for medivine and other fealth
programmes,  while  other
universities only oo n.tld:.n‘.‘d
srudenns wath fust twe priocipal
passes in the essential subjects,
as guided by the Navonal
Coundl for Higher Education
[MCHE),

The Tequiromeni of
merely two principal passes,
governmen: officials sald, 1s
hurming the medical feld,

According  to  the  health
minlsiry,  somé  tnversiics
would  admic students who
seored an E oim Bielogy and
chemistry for mediane

So, as past of the reform, the

Governmem  will  hamonise
acelemic eniTy requirements
for all undergraduare
programmes, where no student
will be admited for medicine
without attaining a4 least 2 Bin
the estential subjects = biclogy
and chemistry.

In additien, students whao
will enrol for diploma and
m'l:l.ﬂ:::ue health programmes

required 10 have
attained at least a C in easental
subjects,

The move

i standardise
admission for health
underpraduate  programmes
15 enshrined in the Nasgonal
Education and Tralning for
Health Policy, which Cabinet
approved.  The Yy Wwas
aﬂf.- recently ]EIEI?LI';ITI\‘M by
bath the education and health
ministries on April 29,

The policy has also
allowed government
i inoduce & uniform
standardised assessment
for all under e health

trainees in both privare and
government  universites and
schools.

PRE-INTERMSHIP EXAMS
As pam of the reforms, the
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JPruI'e.'-smnd!' Education and Training for Health Care conference recently, In the

p.'fl.lf."!' _n:w:l!:all students will be subjected to'p

establishment of @ natdonal

Imtemnship management
framework,  which  will
aipulate sandards, guidelines
and a national accreditaton
system for intermship training
centres for medicine students,
Under the national intemship
framework,

the Govemmenl proposes
l:n Introduce: prﬁ:u:mship

pns, where

undumdulle studenis le

=internship exams
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plaining the palicy, the state minister |
l-auul'len. Dr John Chrysostom Muylngo, sald its

for higher |

ma]nr alm Is ta ensure that graduates meet required |
| quality standards before they are rolled out.
He added thal the'reforms are almed at Improving |

_‘mmmm_t\;:nn to emerging health challenges

iagh Healble curricula and continuous revisw. |
__ﬂ'ht her hey area |s that this policy has integrated
Laltt Mrrslnlmlnlmﬂuln That bs hntg'.h..
E of education and hnath wrllhlq together
hnﬂh prﬂeﬁuna to make the sector

| Ateng, said the
trﬁn health professionals.

thr
qulII‘l)' qnl:luah:.

be re-examined before they
are placed for intemship,

The ‘proposal on  pre-
fnternship exams le premised
on the fagt that several
Umiversities  are

admitting
under-performing studenls for

core health programmes.

The framework  will  also
standardice selection,
deployment and  supervision
of interns and provide for
@ specthc plan 1o improve
medical intern wellare.

WHAT OTHERS SaY

s¢ - minimum
Dr Safina Kisu Musene, the
commissioner  for  healih
education and  truining,
added, will enable 1he counmy
o have uniform minimum

L Lon her pm."%mnn mhlﬂlﬁ Dr Jane Ruth
are part of the wider need ta

|
noted that the country must Improve on | -‘1!
ning tools, the number of trainers, time and
.!mnfbnthth:lrainmﬂmnuhmk?_ !

Tequirements [ur admission of
students fur each of the health
Programmes,

Musene said the  sector
will work with the NCHE
I review the minimum
requirements for  university
programmes and the Technical
Vocational  Education  and
Training [TVH} Cound] for
the lllplmm cortificate

"Tht pnlv:y will help the
muntry;ldd:mi-sm:q such as
thee ciality of graduaies as well
as the number of studants that
be trained,” she sald.

Musene noted that health
professionals will now be
'm"éd based on actual
worklorce needs, ensuring thay

Uganda produces the right

added  that  ihe

will have a
wansitional  peried  within
which all training instmtions
will be required o align with
the new requircments.@#

The director general of health
services, Dr Charles Ofaro,
said the country must enforce
standands during the twaining
of health workers.

Maintaining high standards
during  the selection  and
admission of smadents, Olaro
said, 13 the sther major aim of
the new reforms.

OTHER REFORMS

With the new reforms, the
ceuntry will, for the fist tme,
have one policy that covers
the full Ife cycle of the health
secior, incleding  recruitment
and - admissions,  training
and assessment, cerification,
clinical rotation,  internship,
licensing - and  continwows
pmlts:m:ul development —

-a-single regulated comdnum,

rather  than . disconnected
stages owned by differem
regulators.
Ih addition, the policy has
both the education
and health ministres as co-
lead agendes in regulating -
the health sector under the
human cpital  developmant
p?hmmlk}' alsa vides
e po prey
for the establishment of 2
Health Tramning Management
Information Sysiem 25 a new
data backbone for p
regulation and accounibility
across - all  healh  iraining
institntions,  equivalern . 1o
the Education Manigement
Information System in the
ﬂnlﬁgﬂiim sub-serior.
tedly, the pulicy has given
& formal place for iraditonal
and complementary medicine
(T&CM) in the mraining system
following the ‘Traditonal and
%ﬁp]mm Medidne Ao,

S!Jb:wquemly,

the  policy
explicitly  commits  the
Govemnment 10 swreamline
ralning, gualifications

and cenification of T&CM
practtoners and to provide
a framewotk for training and
memtoring TACM practitioner
irainers — integrating a long:
thurm.II sub-sector - into the

Thepohqpmdduiurlh

establishment of standards on
iralner-student and precegos-
student ratios, plus a strocured
motivation package for clinical
preceptors and  consulants,
and deliberng improvement
of working conditions: in rural
and hard-to-reach areas.

Tt will also serve as a
framework  for  emerpng
maining technologies,
including anificial intelligence.

EXPERT VIEW

A section of healih specialists
has welcomed the reforms, bt
suggested that 2 Jorneeds 10
he done 10 improve trainmg of
health workers.

Prof.  Franos  Ormaswa,
8 celehrated  researcher,
cardinvrsoular sUrgeIn,

and a relired publlc servant,
noted that the policy will help
stanctardise eining. of health
workers in L) 2 .
While training of dectors and
nugses s @ scrvice, Omaswa
nofed  that many  healih
training instinitions, including
universities, are opening for
profit motives as opposed o
prodicing compelent  health
workers.
“There are . universities
thar .are g mare
students - than Ihr_l:r Facitives
cin sccommodate. There s a
need w regulate the selection
and admission of students 1o
ensure that every graduate
who comes out is competeny”
he zald.
However, Omaswa asked the
Gmrtmment'tn empuwer the
regulinory bodies, such as the
NCHE and Upanda Medicd
ad  Dental  Practitioners

Coundl, o0 ensure  thai
traning insirutions sdek 1o (he
standirdy,

In 2 separane: tnterview, Prof,
Celesting Obua, & physician
andprul’essornrphumamlumr,
blamed the cumen minimum
sandards for the flaws in
admission  of swdents  for

lanning. " health programmes,

“The NCHE  standards
indicate that for one 1o
be admined for a degree
programme, they must have
At least iwo principal pacses
in the essential subjects, Until
this change, yeu cannot blame
universities admining sdents
with E in essental subjects,”
he said.

However,
admission,
rECOmTY that  the
Government adepl  pre-cnimy
examingtions for all students
who want 1o enrol for health
programmes  al  bachelor's,
diploma and certificate levels,

o
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