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ROUGH RIDE
Packed

Passengers aboard
asaloon car that s
used as a commuter
taxi in Kyotera Town
recently. Proper
public means of
transport remaina
big challenge In many
rural areas in Uganda.
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No receipts. Mpigi District incurs the loss
as a result of unscrupulous tenderers who
reportedly connive with sub-county physical
planners to collect unreceipted money from
residents who construct houses and fail to
remit the money to the district coffers.

BY SADAT MBOGO
editorial@ug nationmedia.com

MPIGI. Mpigi District is losing at
least Shs350m annually in unremit-
ted building plan fees, Daily Monitor
has established.

The district incurs thelossasare-
sult of unscrupulous tenderers who
reportedly connive with sub-county
physical planners to collect unre-
ceipted money from residents who
construct houses and fail to remit
the money to the district coffers.

Some physical planners also re-
portedly solicit bribes from devel-
opers and allow them to construct
houses without approved building

plans.

Daily Monitor has independenily
learnt that the district loses at least
Shs50m from each of the seven sub-
counties in the district, rising from
undeclared building plan fees annu-
ally.

A local government employee in
Kituntu Sub-county , who preferred
anonymity in order to speak freely
about this matter, said this unethi-
cal practice has been ongoing for
many years without being detected
by the district leaders.

“They (sub-county physical plan-
ners) have for long been pocketing
this money yet building plan fees
are our major source of revenue, I
suspect some officials in the dis-
trict’s finance department to be in
the know of what is happening but
because they are direct beneficia-
ries, they pretend as if they don’t
know,” a sub-county staff said.

However, a number of residents
in Mpigi District who spoke to this
newspaper, blamed the district

]
LAW

According to
Section 33(1) of
Physical Planning
Act,2010,a
person intending
tocarryouta
development
within a planning
area has to obtain
development
permission from
the physical
planning
committee and
whoever violates
this section
commits an
offence and is
liable on conviction
toa fine not
exceeding 48
currently points
(Shs960,000)
orimprisonment
not exceeding two
years or both.

authorities over what they called
“exaggerated building plan fees”
collected from them by physical
planners.

Mr Ibrahim Buwembo, a resident
of Lwajja Village in Kituntu Sub-
county, said authorities charge each
unit under construction more than
what is in stipulated in the law .

“We were told that we should
pay money not exceeding Shs200,
000 per room depending on its size,
but what hurts me is that they ask
for more money that is between
Shs300,000 to Shslm depending on
one’s bargaining power with them
(planners),” he said.

Ms Irene Nabbaale, a resident of
Buwama ‘A’ in Buwama Town Coun-
cil, said: “Why is it that we don’t get
receipts after paying them? Worse
still, the public health officers find
us in our homes and start asking for
money. I don’t think this is planning
fee, it should be called their salary.”

CONTINUES TO PAGE 10

in unremitted building plan fees
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District engineers warned

RAKAL Buyamba County MP

Amos Mandela, who doubles as the
chairpersen of Rakai District roads
committee, has warned district
engineers against selling road
censtruction materials to residents.
According to Mr Mandela, many of the
sold items include fuel, oil and murram.
“Always expect sheddy works once
such materials are sold, please stop
doing your work unprefessionally,” he

| said. He also asked engineers to desist
| from the practice of removing spare

parts from constructicn equipment
and replacing them with cld cnes.
[Ivan Kimbowa]

Woman killed

MASAKA. Police in Masaka District
have recovered the body of a woman
who is suspected to have been killed by
unknown pecple. According to southem
regional police spokesperson, Mr
Lameck Kigozi, the deceased's body was
found dumped on Bulayi Road, Nyendo-
Ssenyange Division in Masaka District.
“The deceased was aged between

20 and 25 years. It is suspected that
she was raped before being killed,” Mr
Kigozi said. Mr Kigozi also said no family
member has come out to claim the body
whichis cumently being kept at Masaka
Regional Referral Hospital mortuary.
[Martins Ssekweyama]

@ CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

N

8 | Gontral X!

nually
Mpi ilosesShs35i]m an
in[llir?remitted building plan fees

[P FROM PAGE 9
Voices

“I paid Shs800,000 when oI ry:g
constructing my two—r(}anner
house at Katende but Eiht}el s ik

d me at home an
gi)‘\:: me a receipt. I—;% Itgl?, riin:titﬁ
wait and since July_ £ iV[r St
iting for my recs;ipt, r
kwaiule,ganother resident said. l
When contacted, Mr Charles

The district Nsobya, the district plamll(l‘.er,c Seed
has a duty to nied knowledge of the col
implement the fees for various building plans. X
physial planning “I'm not concerned with co
standards and the

i i lecting fees frqm residentg. Maf}_r
ﬁhfz’fﬂ'g IET,TRQ be try to inquliredfrom other o
{ : icials,” ied.
i te ficials, }ie repli .
]t!:‘:?f‘(:::?“apuluus Mr Michael Lutalo, the assis

bypassthis  tant chief administraitive officer
’]a?sz':wr‘:’;vocess in charge of health, said each sub-
and do things the county has a tenderer authoriseg
Way they want," to collect the revenue and each
PETER MUTULUZA, sub-county remits 35per cent of
MPIGI DISTRICT the collected fees to the district
CHAIRPERSON per month,

Each loca] developer, accord-
ing to Mr Lutalo is expected to
pay between Shs100,000 and

“We were told

Shs200,000 before construc- ]
that we shoyld tion starts, but this s done after ¢
Pay money thorough assessment by the sub- i
Mot exceeding county physical planper (jp this |
Shs200, 000 per case, it is public hea]th officer). ¢
foom d‘?pe?f':'g When asked aboyt residents’ |
:,';\:: ;:,l,:s ,:e complaints that the fees are ip- 1
is that they ask flated, Mr Luta)o replied: “Ttcould

Or more money be true because many residents i

that is hetween have complaineq tg g but we n
$hs300,000 ang district authority) haye started d
Shs‘"‘.dePe"fl_i'!g - toinvestigate this allegation» | t
onone's bargaining He added: “ywe S0 receiveq ti
Power with them complaints gpoyt the money v
(planners),

ranging frop, Shs1
IBRAHIM BUWENBg,

50,000 to ti
hs400,000 collecteq from oyr
RESIDENT oF LWAJJA People before constructing a toi- h
VLLAGEINKITUNTY Tt The tendereyg don’t report b
SUB-COUNTY that amount tg g and they could D
ble Stealing apq cheating our pep- h
ple.” m
Mr Petey Mutuluza, the chajy-
berson of pigi District, said N;
€ mattey obed gg 5 ci
0 come yp Wwith truth 5 d in
wm‘ngd tendereyg P hikj dc
Planning feqq that aye already in pC
I 3 fo
“Tam 80Ing to tq) to my tech- pr
nical Dbeop] We probe ¢
l‘;,]ﬁtteh We g not just look on tre
€N our pe € are suffayipo »
b by 1ffer1ng, th
my(
briefy
Bank Impoungs client car
KYOTERA pyie

RA. P Resident killeq
- Folice Rk,
i”‘!estigating Cirey n Kyotera District oy

GOMBy, Shock ang g
i grie
© Managey of G a5 nder whic,

fesidents of Lubaale Vill
a

ank, Kyoter, bul
anch, config acar hejgp, - YOtera olasole 5 -county,,
el istri v
to onTD Olf their Clients er un:r;]géng Er'iﬂ“ after. rknown 2c
0an, Police Preliming iNVestinas:. ™
indicate that s Y NVestinas

(8 CamScanner


https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

