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Police attnbute the 
recent accidents wave 
to carelessness and over 
speeding, especially at 
night. 

BY TAUSINAKATO 

tleast 13 people have lost their 
livesinaseries of road crashesre- 
corded across the Busoga Sub-re- 
gion within a month, raising 

fresh concerns over road safety. 
The latest and deadliest incident oc- 

curred on March 20, in Namukunyu, 
Iganga District, where seven people 

were killed and six others injured ina 
night crash. 
The accident involved a Mercedes 

Benz, trailer and a Toyota Hiace taxi, 
Prefiminary police findings ind 

cate that the taxi, which was travel- 
ling from Jinja, attempted to overtake 
another vehicle and collided head-on 
withthetrailer. 
Seven people died on the spot, while 

others wereseriouslyi 
The deceased were ldanllfied as 

fa Mudisict 25 avesident o 
akiso District; Isaac Sabi- 

na, 28, zmdmxnfsanmomNahse ) 
ke District; Abudallah Nyiro of Bus 
Samucl Odokonyero, 28, of Nywoyal 
trict; Eddie Ngolobe, 24, of Bugiri Dis- 
rict; Edris Wandera, 34, of Busia Dis- 

T
 

‘trict; and Baljjuka Kirungi Magidu, 32, 
of Masindi District. 
Policesaid theinjured were rushed to 
nearby health e, whilthe cluding four members of the 

jes of the dead viere taken same family, were killedin | 
10 Nakavule Hospital Mortu- acrashat Girigir Village 
aryfor postmortem. on the Mayuge-Namay- 
 Thewreckage f the ve ingo Road in Mpungwe 
icles was towed to Igan- Sub-county. 
s CentralPlice Station CRACKDOWN ON Theaidentinilied 
‘pending inspection. aTATA truck and two | 

; WIS fioreyeies that had 
Jinja STARTS stopped on the side 
Meanwhile,in Jinja District, of the road due to a bro- 

one person died and several oth- ken-downvehicle. 
ers wereinjured afier ataxirammed | _The truck reportedly developed 
@ 2 stationary sugarcane truck at lmkefiuummdnmmdmm vic- 

a Hill in Buwenge Town Coun- 
cilonMarch21. | K " 
‘The crash was attributed toreckless | Kamul 

overtakingand poorvisibilityatnight. = In another incident in Kamuli Dis- 
Earlier, on March 1, five people, in- 

Busoga roads kill 
13 in one month 

trict, on March 1, a fuel supply driver 

/< 
Awreckage ofa Nissan Double Gabinis towod o KamuliPolico Station following an accident in Kamuli District on 
March1. Atrapped body was later extracted from the damaged vehicle. PHOTO/MOSES MUTAKA 

identified as Jamil Mumbya died in- 
| stantly after a head-on collision be- 
tweenaNissan doublecabinanda sug- 
arcane truck at Nawantumbi on the 

Kamuli-Jinja Highway. The driver of 
the truck, who fled the scene, was still 
ontherunby presstime. 
Police spokespersons across the 

sub-region have attributed the rising 
‘number of fatal accidents to reckless 
driving, poor vehicle conditions, and 
‘negligence by road users. 
Busoga East Police spokesperson Mi- 
chaelKasadhaattributed the recentac- 
cidenttocarelessness and speeding, es- 
pecially at night when drivers tend to 
ignore trafficrules in the absence of of 

| ficers. 
Hesaid many motorists only exercise 

4% 
Fatalities. The Uganda Police Forca 
Annual Crime Report, released in 
February 2025, highlighted that 
nationwide road crashes rose by 
6.4 percentin 2024 toa total of 
25,107, resultingin 5,144 deaths. 

caution undersupervision but become 
reckless whenunmonitored. 
“Most of these accidents are caused 

by reckless overtaking and failure to 
follow road rules. Drivers must exer- 
cise discipline on the road.” hesaid. 
MrKasadha warned against overtak- 

ingin unsafe areas such as bends, be- 
cause they leadls to head-on collisions. 
“We continue to see drivers taking 

unnecessary risks, especially at night 
Road safety starts with individual re- 
sponsibility. Motorists must be disci- 
plined, patient, and mindful of other 
road users to prevent these avoidable 
accidents.” hearded. 
MrSamson Lubega, the Busoga North 

Police spokesperson, said over speed- 
ing and mechanical failures, particu- 
larly brake failure are major contribu- 
torstoroad crashes. 
“We continue to caution motorists to 

ensure their vehicles are in 200d me- 
chanical condition and to avoid over 
speeding” he said. 
Mr Lubega said police have intensi- 

fied sensitisation campaigns targeting 
road users to help reduce road crash- 
es, withafocuson promotingsafe driv- 
ing practices, adherence to trafficreg- 
ulations, and regular vehicle mainte- 
nance. 
He added that officers are engaging 

drivers, boda bod: nd the gen- 
eral public through community out- 
reach and highway patrols to curb 
reckless behaviour on the roads 
Kiira Region Police spokesperson 

James Mubi has warned about the dan- 
gers of poorly parked or broken-down 
vehicles on highways, especially sug- 
arcane trucks with faulty lights, worn- 
outbrakes and missing number plates. 
Trafficrules 
He urged drivers to place proper 

warning signs when their vehicles 
break down to prevent road crashes. 
“Drivers should place proper warn- 

ing signs when their vehicles break- 
down to prevent road crashes,” Mr Mu- 
bisaid. 
Mr Mubi called on all roddl users to 

follow traffic laws, urging families to 
keep mentally ill persons away from 
roads and parents to supervise chil- 
dren, stressing that road safety is a 
shared: iliy. 
Ina bid to improve road safety and 

reduce accidents, the government re- 
cently announced a crackdown on old 
and unroadworthy vehicles. 
According to a 20-day directive is- 

sued on March 18 by the State Minister 
for Works, Mr Fred Byamukama, au- 
thorities will begin removing unroad- 
‘worthy taxis from the roads starting 
Aprils. 
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