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It is doubly important wl;en
one understands that our
best chance of becoming an
mdu;trial nation in the shortest
possible time is through
agriculure  not  through
dabbling in toilet paper
making or steel production or
even car assembly.

It really is a no brainer
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1we just brought this figure to
one in four farmers? It would
be revolutionary.

Cause of abysmal state
\}?llule Uganda has one of the
ighest outputs in agricultural
research, there is little
transmission of these new
findings to the farmer,

'chondly, that because a
§1gmﬁcant part of the research
is donor-funded it may not be
Ia_llored to local needs. The
fhp-(lopping around extension
services has really hurt the
sector.

In Tecent times, extension
services were taken away
from the agriculture ministry
and vested in the National

ot

rowth because

Zers and irrigation systems on thelr farms

Agriculture Advisory Services
(NAADS) and then taken back
to the parent ministry.

Partly as a result of this, the
gap between the required
extension workers and the
ones actually employed has
been as high as 89% in the last
three years.

This has meant that the
share percentage of farmers
who have come in contact
with cxtension scrvices have
fallen from an already woeful
14% three years ago to an even
more disastrous 8%.

It is no wonder that our
farmers are 'being caught
unawares by impending
pest breakouts or weather
pattern' changes or still using
primordial farming mcthods.

To state the obvious,
agriculture is important to this
nation and its development
ambitions because we have a
competitive advantage in it -
we have about half the arable
land in the region, amiable
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climate and 20% of our land
mass is under water.

But secondly, and even
more important, is that an
improvement in agriculture
output is the single biggest
intervention needed to narrow
national Income incqualities.

A recent Uganda Bureau
of Statistics report showed
that while inequalities were
reducingin central and western
Uganda, the opposite was the
case in northern and eastern

Uganda.  The correlation
between  the increasingly
urbanised  regions  and

probably improved farming
methods due to exposure 10
information and finance, and
reduction in inequality cannot
be by mistake.

And EPRC suggests things
may get worse before they get

better, if ever.

Increasing land degradation
and conflict suggests that the
window for us 10 exploit our
Jand optimaily may be quickly

closing.
In the story “Acres  of
diamonds™ story is told of a

man who sold his farm and
went out into the world to
seek his fortunc. Afier years
of wandering and trying this
or that venture, he eventually
returns home a broken man
with nothing to show for
his travails, only to find that
his farm is now a thriving
diamond mine.

A better analogy for Uganda
could not be found.

phusharlzi@newvlsion.
co.ug

Twitter @pbusharizi
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BASF CQNSTRUCTION CHEMICALS
BONAR

- Superplasticiser, Retarders, }
Admixtures for concrete

PRODUCT RANGE:

RHEOBUILD

_ Cementitious/ Epoxy Concrete Repair } EMACO, CONCRESIVE

- Dry Shake Hardeners, Epoxy & } MASTERTOP
Polyurethane Flooring

- proofi right Syst: MASTERSEAL

~High Strength Non Shrink Grouts } MASTERFLOW

- High Grade Joint Sealants 3} MASTERFLEX

- Underground Constructk MEYCO

BONAR - Geotextiles, Geogrids

o-BASF

The Chemical Company

Bonar

partnersin performances

Agent and Aaﬁ;é}ed Ap'pllca(ors#?_lotﬁ, 2nd Street,
Industrial Area P.0. Box 1352, Kampala

256-41-4665600 Mob: 4
__Emall: lskes@lakescs.com

Mob: +256-774-240031
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