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PALA, ElevenLions w
ere yester- 

da’;Ac'gnfirmed d
ead in Queen El

iza- 

beth National P
ark; further plu

m- 

meting one of the
 core backbone of

 

tourist attraction
s in_the country. 

Three mothers and ei
ght cubs were 

among the dead. 
i 

The Uganda wildlife. A
uthority 

(UWA) executive director, 
Mr Sam 

Muwandha, confirmed the deat
hs and 

said he was assembling a tea
m of in- 

vestigators to establish the cau
se. 

“We found them dead in Hamkung
u 

fishing village in Queen Elizabeth
 Na- 

tional Park,” Mr Mwandha s
aid by 

telephone. 

Due to their carnivorous nature, 

whenever the animals get out o
f the 

protected areas, they wreak hav
oc in 

the surrounding areas: 
The communities react by killing 

them, sometimes using poison. 
In an earlier interview, Mr Stephen 

Asiimwe, the executive director of 

Uganda Tourism Board (UTB), said 
these particular species should be 
protected because they are a tourist 
attraction. 

215 
Animals. Estimated number of 
blions and lionesses left mainly in 
Queen Elizabeth and Murchison Falls 
national parks according to a 2015 
survey done by UWA. The same report 
also estimated that at least 1-1.5 
male lions and 2 to 2.25 lionesses are 
illed annually mainly by poisoning. 

“These parks are in the savannah, 
which has good pasture for cattle 
and there are lakes where commu- 
nities come and fish; This increases 
human-animal_conflict but the min- 
istry [Tourism] is addressing it,” Mr 
Asiimwe said. 
" Figgures from the 7¢th Annual Tour- 
ism Sector Performance Report indi- 
cate that tourism continues to be a 
pillar of Uganda's economsy, contrib- 
wting nearly Shs73b 0 Gross Domes: 
ic Product (GDP)in th i tcProcuc e financial year 

“This translates info per cent of 
grounn'y}’ls GDP. This was an incregslg 
from Sha6.3b in 2014/15 financial 

Dr Akankwasah Barirega, the com missioner Wildiife Conservation in e Ministry of Tourism, Wildlife and Antiquities, said preliminary obser- 
vations point to poisoning, but the 
exe waiting for fullinvestigations. . 

soWehave commissioned investiga- 
tons nto thematter. W shalluse the 
evidence gathered {0 prosecute and.if nvicted decisively punish th Petzators of this heinous crime, oy Barirega said. o]


