By Julius Luwemha

The agriculture minister, Vince

Sempijja, ha§ said that oyer 75{)\/}
pf the emergmg and re-emergiy, ’
illnesses, which he termc&[
as zoonot?c diseases amon;
hlimans, originate from animals.

For many vyears, medical
doctors have been treating
patie_nts well-knowing that 600 Oéf-
the ailments are of animal origjp,
[tis only until recently when over
75% of the re-emerging diseases
were noted to also be of anim
origin,” Sempijja said.

He made the remarks during
the handover of  diagnostic
equipment by the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO)
at the ministry offices in Entebbe
on Tuesday.

According  to  Sempijja, the
equipment is aimed at building
the country’s capacity in handling
zoonotic diseases.

“I wish to recount that the
African continent has succumbed
to an unprecedented scourge of
zoonotic diseases such as Ebola,
yellow fever and currently we are
battling marburg in the districts
of Kween and Kapchorwa,”
Sempijja added.

Aljaji M Jallow, the country
representative of FAO, said the
equipment worth sh252m was
an early response of defeating
zoonotic diseases.

“We have donated the
equipment to the agrigullurc
ministry because such diseascs
originate  from animals 10
humans,” he said.
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