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Fresh face > Lenia will be one of the fresh faces in the 12th Parliament. She explains why she switched to NRM 

Museveni is proof that age 
is but a number, says Lenia 
The Vurra County MP-elect 
says elders in her constituency 
convinced her that getting 
the NRM flag would stand her 

the changoyou 
are erying for, 
are youvery 
certainthat 
youwill be able 
toachiove it? 
Yet you can 
achiove it with 
the system 
and leadership 
inplay. 
~Charity 
Lenia, Vurra 
County MP 

© howthe NRMhasen- 

al career in good stead. 

BYDERRICKKIYONGA 

hen we meet, Charity Le- 
nia, who recently secured 
apiacein the 12th Parlia- 
‘ment as the Vurra Coun- 

ty lawmaker in Arua District s ea- 
ger to prove that she belongs. She 
‘was ither a head girl or head pre- 
foct"while stillin school Leniahad 
barely joined Makerere University 
Business School (Mubs) when she 
‘was elected Vice Guild President. 
“They werenever sucha thing be- 

fore,”she says of being elected to 
that position asa 
Lenia does not shy away from 

the fact that she was a youth wing 
‘member of Uganda’s biggest Op- 
position party,the National Uni- 
ty Platform (NUP). She has since 
swapped NUP for the ruling Na- 
tional Resistance Movement (NRM) 
pary. 
“Ineed to make myself clear: It 

was about the intention to serve 
my people”she says of the switch, 
adding,"I need to be very honest 
with people that if  had stayed 
with the National Unity Platform, 
Iwouldn't have been able to dili- 
gentlyservemy people Youneedto 
‘work with the governmentin pow- 
erif you want o get the necessary 
services availed to your people™ 
Newblood, freshideas 
‘With figures indicating that the 

attrition rate for incumbent law- 
‘makers was anywhere between 
60 percent and 70 percent, Le- 
nia will be one of the fresh faces 
in the 12th Parliament. She said it 
was the elders in her constituency 
‘whoconvinced her that getting the 
NR flag would stand her political 
careeringoodstead. 
“Thad astrong beliefinthe values 

of the National Unity Platform, 
but when  came to the constit- 
uency my elders enlightened 
me about the NRM, that's 
when 1 decided to switch 
aswell?shetells eekend 
Monitor, adding,“They 
told me the picture of 
the NRM and what 

it has done for our 
people. They told me 

Vurra County MP Charity Lenia (right) strongly believes that Mr Yoweri Museveni (loft) is one of the most. 
brilliant presidents the country has evor had. PHOTOS/COURTESY OF LENIA'S XHANDLE. 

ple cannot stand on their owntwo  shipinplay” that are doing well for their con- 
feet? Do they need octogenarians stituencies and the reason as to 
to keep holding their hands, point--; Listeningtotheelders why people keep voting for them 
ing them in what s believedtobe | ~Lenia vividly remembers one of | is because of their personality’she 
theright direction? s, the elders telling her,innoun- | declares. 
“You have to go _@f certain terms, that *you | Still only 25, Lenia will be one of 

through the system. would rather complain | the youngest lawmakers in 
You have to under- %), andstruggle tochange | the 12th Parliament. She 
stand the system,” while you are in the  was born in 2001, the 
s Lenials response. ") system than when | year Yoweri Musev- 
“You might have you are outside the  eni won his second 
the passion and system” And that is | elective term as Pres- 
vision to say that what she intends to - ident of Uganda.The 
you want change, do. strongman has also 
but, the change “I know my prin-  won elective terms in 
youare crying for, ciples, 1 know what I | 2006, 2011, 2016, 2021, 
are you very certain stand for, and I know | and 2026, following his 
that you wil be able that I'm going to serve  maiden win in 1996, The octo- 
to achieve it? Yet you my people. You know ' genarian has in fact beenin pow- 
canachieveitwiththe very well that there ersince 1986 after he successfully 
‘systemand leader- are NRM cadres = waged a guerrilla war in the jun- 

glesof Luweero. 
“Yeah, t's very true that the sys- 

tem has been in place for 40 years. 
Butyou get torealise that there are: 
‘many young people who are part 
of the NRM,right now.And I think 
the question you should ask is: 
“why are very many young people 
part of the NRM?"These are discus- 
sionswehave had with the govern- 

| mentLeniatells Weekend Moni- 
tor. 

“Even [the] President knows that 
atthe end ofthe day he needs the 
young people to build the party 
but the young brand comes at a 
cost.Now I believe that if we repre- 

| sent young people well things will 
+ et better. And if vou realise that 

when it comes to leadership, Iy 

far from that. They say expe, 
enceand inowledge are twn difr., 
ent things I respect the bravery 
(Robert] Kyagulanyi (the NUP pri, 
cipallrespect his bravery to cop, 
out and say:Twant to be, wn,,, 
of this country 1want 0 represe, 
the young people, but it nm & 
perience, it takes knowledge 1, 
ableto run acountry.t have nev, 
runacountrybut 'm among e, 
people...From the ittle time 
spent in the system [ have cory,. 
to realise that it takes a lot o be 
leader;shesays. 
“[ want to give you an example. 

back then when we used to go 1, 
the houses of our elders, you us 
tofind a tonne of books beca 
they wanted to stimulate their i 
tellectual abilities. But when iy 
comes to us young people, we ar. 
always onour laptops, playing viq. 
eogames|...| Even leaders, ot a5, 
them how many books you hay. 
read compared to the histori 
[ie.NRMideologues].Sol... it 
abont ageand fmpot underr D 
ing the intelligence of Bobi Wi 

| torun the country, but I think he 
‘needs moreof that,"she adds. 

Abrilliantloador? 
Lenia strongly believes that M, 

seveni*is one of the most brillian; 
presidents we have ever hadhe 
further notes that when a co 
parison is made with other Afri 
can countries, a crystal clear pic 
ture emerges. One that stands the 
Ugandanstrongmanin good stead. 
She does not see Museveni as adic. 
tator despite among other thing; 
the widespread detentions with. 

ated in the] central region 
(Bugandal, why are the; 
being arrested? 
cause for me  beli 
that if you wan 
destabilise the peace 
ofthecountryandth 
security we have inthe 

country, obviously y 
are going to face the | 

1f you are moving out, you wan! 
to cause raucous then you hay: 
o face the law.1 have been parto 
the National Unity Platform and 
Tknow how they push people out 
onthestreet togoand cause chaos 
Butattheend ofthe day whenyou 
get ammested it's your parents that 
comeanderyshe observes. 
“Thave been part of the Nation 

al Unity Platform, Lknow how they 
‘work Now about poverty | for one 
Tknow West Nile statistically could 
be among the poorest sub-regions 
in Uganda but we support Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni. While I was at 
the National Unity Platform,Tused 
towonderwhymy people support- 
ed Museveni yet they are poor But 
now I understand why they sup- 
‘port him. You would rather cry of 
‘poverty than not having peace. 
helieve Gen Yo e =ani - 

CamScanner 


