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LWEZA = When eight environfnental
activists walked into the headquarters
of Uganda’s National Environment -

Management Authority (NEMA) last
October, they believed they were

exercising a basic civic right, They carried
a petition. They came peacefully. Their
demand was simple: stop what they called
the state-backed degradation of Lwera
wetland.

By nightfall, they were in custody.

The activists had hoped to draw
attention to what they say is the steady
destruction of Lwera wetland, a fragile
ecosystem stretching nearly 20 kilometres
along the Kampala-Masaka highway.
Instead, police arrested them at NEMA’s

~ offices, charging them with causing a
public nuisance. The following day, they
were taken to court and remanded to
prison, where they spent a full month
before securing bail.

For them, prison was not the end of the
ordeal. It was the beginning.

Since their release, several of the
activists say they have been threatened,
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assaulted, and intimidated into silence. Unknown
callers, they say, have warmed them to abandon
the Lwera campaign. Others claim they have been
attacked physically, raising unsettling questions
about who stands to gain from the continued
exploitation of the wetland. ; T
“I was coming back from the shop at the trading
centre when I found some strangers,” said Zaina
(second name withheld), one of those arrested at
NEMA. “They beat me up and took my phone, All - _
they were asking was why we were persisting with
the Lwera wetland issue and what interest we had
1 »
mZecina says the threats have left her and others
living in constant fear. :
“We are still struggling with the c‘r'xa:ges they put
on us, and now people are threatening us as well,”
she said. “Please help us—we live in constant fear.

FLOODED GARDENS, SICKVILLAGES .
For residents living near Lwera, the wetland is not

ir livelihoods and health. -
mf?:f)nk: Nalusiba, another activist, said‘the Wegal
activities, especially sand mining and rice farming,
have worsened flooding in nearby villages. :
 “These days we are very vigilant,” she said. “We
have received many phone calls telling us to drop
the Lwera issue once and for all.” :
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* “When Uganda was suspended in January 2024, we

an abstract environmental issue. It is tied directly to.
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Nalusiba exp\mned that wetlands nacurally act
as buffers, trapping excess watex and preventng
floods.
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