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This 1971 VW Beetle
still steals the show

Firoz Khimji's 1971 Volkswagen Beetle,
affectionately called Kikere, has journeyed
from Singapore to Uganda. With its clas-
sic curves, air-cooled engine, and timeless
charm, this vintage icon continues to turn

heads wherever it goes.
Khimji drove the Beetle in Sin-
BYROLAND D NASASIRA Eapore until Sovesiibes: 230,
iroz Khimji has owned his =~ when he moved to Uganda due
1971 Volkswagen Beetle,af-  to the global Covid-19 pandem-
fectionately known as Kik- ic, bringing most of his house-
ere(a Luganda term mean-  hold items, including the Beetle,
ing“frog™), for approximately 14 = with him.
years. He hased this 54-year-
old imnicplc-’;tnnnncarfmm api- Features
lot while living in Singapore.It = The iconic Beetle is one of the -
was love at first sight when Kh-  few old-generation cars, notable
imjisaw the Beetle beingdriven, = for having the trunk at the front
and it took considerable effort  and the engine at the rear, fea-
and negotiation to convince the  tures that are quite the opposite
pilotto part withit. of both older and modern cars
“After test-driving the car,I initsclassification.
made my initial offer, but the = For Khimji’s Beetle, the info-
seller countered with a high- = tainment system includes a CD
er price.I thought my offer was - player with two bass speakers
reasonable,butit turned outto - positioned between the engine
be lower than what the previ- . and the rear seats. True to Ger-
ous owner wanted.It tookalot = man engineering,the sound sys-

of haggling before we arrived at
amutual figure,"Khimji recalls.

* temn is well-amplified, provid-
- ingan excellent auditory experi-

y. iy |

- ence reminiscent of a disco hall.

A modification on Khim-

ji's Beetle includes four rims =
swapped from a Porsche 911,
- which he believes enhances

the car’s aesthetics. However, he

is on the lookout for the origi- |
nal rounded VW rims engraved
with the VW logo to restore the :

car’s authenticity.

Originally, the Beetle was pro-
duced with a 1195cc petrol .
engine, known as the Beetle
1200cc, which Khimji drives on- |
ly occasionally. The last time he

. took it out was in mid-2023 for
a trip from Entebbe to Kampala,
where it was damaged by areck-

less motorist. Since then, it has :

remained in his garage.

“It is almost ready to be driv- -
' en again, but T want to ensure °
- a proper restoration first. It :
-~ still features its original leath-
er seats,dashboard, aluminjum °
side mirrors, and chrome front
bumper. These cars are durable,
so even after an incident, they
donot sustain total damage”Kh-

imji explains,

The Beetle runs on petrol,as
. most,ifnot all, VW Beetles were
- never manufactured with die-
- sel engines.Another distinct fea-

ture is its air-cooled engine, sim-

The Beetle became the
most-produced carinau-
tomotive history, with more
than 23 million units built
across sevendecades. Its
charm and accessibility led
to affectionate nicknames
around the globe, inclu-
ding Kéferin Germany and
Fusca. Beyond the mecha-

‘nics, the Beetle achieved

pop culture fame through
Disney’s Herbiefilmsand .
theiconic “Think Small” ad-
vertising campaign, cemen-
ting its place asa symbol

of fun, freedom, and indivi-
duality. ety

Even after production
ended, the Baetleremains
highly sought after by col-
lectors, especially early
1970s models and rare cus-
tom editions. Its combina-
tion oftimeless design and
cultural impact ensures
that the Beetle continues
to capture hearts around
the world, just as Firoz
Khimji's cherished Kikere.

- quiring a classic VW

T T

ilar to the Porsche 911, which
was partly designed around the
shape and lines of the Beetle.

Maintenance, spare parts

Khimji finds it challenging to
determine a maintenance cost
for his Beetle because he rare-
ly drives it to the garage for ser-
vice. Being a purely manual car,
he often performs light mainte-
nance and repair work himself,
as there are not many electron-
ic components.

“It is purely mechanical with
basic technology. If you are-

. tech-savvy, you can easily han-

dle a number of repairs at
home. It has a points system
for the distributor and four

spark plugs. The distributorand
. points need to be set with the
: fuel gauge, which I also manage

myselfhe explains.
If you are considering ac-

Beetle, Khmm ad-

generation cars
is that they do not
require many spare
parts for routine mainte-
nance.

Even so, the car is durable
enough that once you replace
{ major components,itwillbea °
' long time before youneedtodo °
- itagain,aslongasyouuse genu- |

ine,durable parts.
“Sometimes, spare parts can

scarcity of these vehicles, This

Review dmXiry

~ fire hazard, which was Mop,
- common with VW I(r,\rnbis;n-,at |
. had design flaws.
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low demand. If you tale 205 ]
care of the Beetle, it h.!rrﬂ}, n:,‘"
er breaks down. Thera 4 n-(.
much that can go wrong wig
the car; you just need tn maj
tain it well,and it will serya .,
for years,"Khimii explains, g
In addition to replacing SPara
parts, you also need to eng, =
that lubricants, such as ’.‘nui,r.:
oil, are the correct type 5
changed regularly in the d
recommended quantities s -
these cars can sometimes },_
prone to oil leaks. However tha
only significant issue with, ,'\-n_

cooled engines is the Potentiy

When Khimji needs to replaca

. any parts, he sources them from

Kenya, South Africa, and Tang,.

- nia, which are the largest iy
i Beetle markets in Africa, Inter.

national sources for spa
parts include eBay and

vises ensuring ac- suppliers from Ger.
cess to areliable many, among ot}.
source of spare ers.
parts. However, According to Hg:.
one advantage BEETLEUNITS cars,an online

‘! of these older PRODUCED tal, the Volkswagz<:?

Beetle holds the ..

cord as the most prp.
duced car in history
‘When the last of the VW Bec.

: tlesrolled off the assembly ling.

a total of 21,529,464 vehicls;
had been produced.

It is also considered the long-
est-running production mod-
eland the most manufactured

: Far based on a single plat-
. form. The figure of 21 milli
_be difficult to source due to the | 6.

cars produced is equivalent

- to the combined total .
¢ also leads to fewer spare parts Lty

i dealers, as no dealer wants to
.| stock parts for cars that are in

al production of the two larg-

. est automakers in the world,

Volkswagen and Toyo
u""-‘a '. L 4E




