UPDF’s marine unit winning war against illegal flShlng

By John Semakula .
Uganda People’s Defence Force
(UPDF) marine unit has registered
tremendous achievements in the fight
against illegal fishing on water bodies
in the last one year.

According to the commander of the
unit fighting illegal fishing, Lt Col
James Nuwagaba, their operations
have restored sanity on the water
bodies.

He said fish stocks had increased
by over 30%, paving way for the
establishment of new fish factories
in Kampala, which have created new
jobs.

Some of the companies dealing in
fish are Uganda Fish Packers Limited
in Kinawataka and Lake Bounty
Limited.

Although Nuwagaba did not name
the new fish factories, he said in the
past one year, three fish factories had
reopened; one in Nakawa division
and two in the central division.

Available statistics show that at
the time the task force began its
operations a year ago, Uganda’s fish
exports had declined from 36,000
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tonnes worth $143m (about sh486b)
to 14,000 metric tonnes worth $88m
(about sh299b).

It is that depletion and decline in
revenue that forced President Yoweri
Museveni to form the UPDF marines
enforcement taskforce to fight illegal
fishing.

Nuwagaba indicated that if the

water bodies recover,ed the fishing
industry would outcompete coffee as
the largest foreign exchange earner
for the country.

Nuwagaba’s task force is responsible
for fighting the transportation and
sale of immature fish.
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substandard and illegal fishing gear
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At their latest area of operation in
Molongo sub-county, Mayuge district,
the force destroyed 127 fishing boats,
15,000 monofilament plastic nets,
58 locally made fishing commonly
known as kokota, 472 gill nets, 170

cast nets, 1,800 substandard hooks,
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