M NDW VISION, friday, Apeil 27, 2010

Government, far

In the second part of the series
on the permanent quarantines
across the country, Joshua Kato
examines losses incurred by
farmers and the Government
and also looks at the reasons
why some of the measures have
not been effective
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“There is no way these quarantines van be
endad if stakeholdens continue behaving and
operanng as they are doing now,” Col. Dick
Bugingo, a lan o rancher in Kiruhura
distnet, said. Kiruhura is part of the cattle
comdor, which is currently under quarantine
There are over 31 distnas that have been
under a ban in the last 10 years. These indude
Isingiro, Ssembabule, Lyantonde, Kiruhura,
N.mmwkc (Npoma), Nakasongola, Kyankwanzi,
Gomba, most of Karamoja, Namutumba and
Nebbi

Bugingo talks about a combination of factors,
including a poor or weak enforcement system,
wrong or non-effective methods of vacanatons
and cattle keepers who do not care. The
quarantine is mainly imposed in Uganda to
curb the spread of the foot-and-mouth disease.
The discase causes mass deaths of ivestock and
affects the quality of beef.

i

Districts losing revenue

Dr Khalid Kirunda, a veteran vetennary
researcher/consultant, currently heading the
Mbarara Zonal Agricultural Research Centre,
put catle deaths by foot-and-mouth at around
350,000 since October last year. If each of those
cartle cost shim, then that is around sh35b lost.

Minister Joy Kabatsl sald the
Government was vaccinating cattle
aqainst foot-and-mouth In some reglons

His estimation s that another over sh30b is
lost through less milk production and sales by
farmers each year.

“These losses do not include lost revenue
by the Government,” Kirunda says. Most of
the distnas in the canle corridor depend on
livestock as a main source of revenue.

“Sity percent to 90% of our local revenue
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Pigs implicated in spread of foot-and-mouth Virus

A study by Dr Sheila Balinda
in 2014 showed that goats a{ld
n

Balinda said. A study by
Makerere University and the

sheep have been
foot-and-mouth epidemiology as
they may act as foot-and-mouth
carriers. This is because when
they are infected they may not
show clear signs and symptoms
of the disease.

“Pigs have also been
implicated in the spread of
foot-and-mouth disease as they
are said to exhale the largest
amounts of the viruses under ~ ' '

certain climatic i 2

Research Institute in 2014
showed that there was a foot-
and-mouth outbreak in Rakai
district, where pigs were found
to be positive.

It is apparent that foot-and-
mouth disease control strategies
such as vaccination and
quarantine should be enforced
on other domestic animals as

" well as they are also susceptible

Livestock R of

This implies that the focus
of vaccination and control
on cattle
alone means the virus is left
to circulate among other
animals, thereby resulting into
spontaneous outbreaks.

“We are carrying out
vaccinations. However, we do
it in a wrong pattern,” says
Bugingo. For example, if a
district has got seven sub-
counties, vaccination can be LR S
carried out In only thréd br twé, ! adose 'cns(i' $h7,000.This Is
---tothedisease. - - - - ———— ~~~~leaving the others vulnerable. = - adrinistered

area,” Bugingo says.
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Way forward
“The Government should stgn 4 bilareral
understanding with Tanzania abaut how o
handle the ervss border, uncontrolled vestock
movements,” says Paul Ssembegyas, The
number of cattle that cross into Uganda 15
In thousands every year. The animals graze
through the open border bushes and enter
Uganda, whl“l Is why controlling their entry iy
dificult
1118 common knewledge that foot-and-mouhy
disease enters Uganda through the porous
border between Uganda and Tanzania, Sirjet
border checks must be put In place to handle
this challe

1ses,” Dr James Muwangza,
another veteran veterinary officer, with a lot of
experience working In the cattle corridor says,

“Although It Is not easy, Uganda must try and
stop the cross-border movement of animals,”
says Jovis Byaruhanga, a farmer,

Let checkpolnts work
Trucks carrying cattle easily move through the
checkpolnts, The personnel supposed 1o handle
the checkpolnts are not enough. They also ask
for bribes to let the cattle through.

“The quarantine remalns on paper most of the
time across these arcas. This Is because while
the Government may want to enforce It, they
cannot do so because they do not have enough
numbers of personnel to enforce, On the other
hand, farmers are also not so keen at enforcing
the quarantine because It makes them Incur
losses,” Muwanga says.

‘The main cattle routes from the canle corridor
Include Kiruhura-Ssembabule-Masaka-
Kampala, Ssembabule-Gomba-Mpigi-Kampala,
Ssembabule-Mubende-Kampala, Ngoma-

~~Kapecka-Kampala, Nakasongola-Kampala,
Mbarara-Lyantonde-Kampala, Isingiro-
Mb: L Je-Kampala and T

Mbal,

Kampala.

On cach of these routes, there s a livestock
checkpoint, whose main task Is to verify that
animals are not coming from !
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‘Farmers are

also not so keen
atenforcing

the quarantine
because it makes
them incur losses.”

“In such cases, the government pays U
affected farmers and then the livestock is
willed,” says Dr Muwanga,

This, hewever, Is an expensive undertaking
for the Government.

‘The average cost of an indigenous mature

Mext week, we exami
measures
from

areas, For example, between Nakasongola and
Kampala or Nakaseke and Kampala, the main
checkpoint is in Bombo.

In an interview with a cattle trader at Lufula,
he pointed out that as soon as quarantine is
declared, they have to find a way out and this Is
when bribery comes in.

“We obviously bribe at the various
checkpoints (n order to take our livestock to
the market. We have farms to run, homes to
manage and children to feed,” he said.

According to Nyama platform, an association
of livestock farmers which advocales proper
livestock handling, there is need to ensure
igzmcmem of the Animal Diseases Act of

‘The highlights of the Act include emphasis
on the animal movement controls at borders,
within the country, manned livestock routes,

of as
well as putting in place structures to handle
impounded animals.

In Kampala, for example, animals impounded

Conirelling foci-and-moeuil diseie

vVacclnation of animals at least every
;x months Is the greatest method of -
control. This means that you do It twice
ayear.

@ Keep your animals In fenced ranches

and then prohibit entry of other animals

and animal products. If ygu buy new,:

by aty authorities are kept at the city abattoir
where other livestock is slaughtered.

Itis only after paying fines that the animals are
taken back to peri-urban herds.

The forum says that this is a potential risk
to farmers in Kampala and since there are no
designated facilities for the impounded animals,
this is the bitter pill that farmers may have to
swallow.

The Nyama platform further proposes
an amendment of the Act to become more
prohibitive than it is now.

For example, anybody convicted of an offence
is liable to a fine of sh6,000 or imprisonment for
12 months or both. It is important to note that
this is a minimal fine, which most people can
afford.

Cull affected animals

In most developed countries, when a disease
breaks out in an area, livestock are slaughtered,
which is referred 1o as ‘culling”.

animals, have an area where they can be
held for checking for at least two weeks
before they are Integrated into the main
herd.

@ Have strict bio-safety control, where
-you disinfect every person or vehicle o
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