v LOSI8 DY 35 percent. In fact, on
20th of this month, we will be lnunch:
ing the actual construction of the rail-

On November 11, 2025, during a talk
show in Mbale City, Mr Museveni said it
was madness for landlocked countries

will cost $3b.

Uganda has also started on the con-

struction of its side of the 272km SGR,

W R en y vom g vor
Goods that need to be delivered very
fastwillusethe SGR.,
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was held in November 2025.7

BY DERRICK WANDERA

KAMPALA. Motorists in the RKampa-
1a Metropolitan Area are facing delays
and inconvenience as security agen-
cies intensify snap checkpoints and de-
ployments on major roads.

The joint operations by the military
and police have been reported across
several divisions of Kampala and
neighbouring areas in Wakiso Dis-
trict. Affected routes include Gayaza-
Kampala Road, Bukerere-Namugongo
Road, Kawempe-Tula Road, Makindye
around Lukuli, Bweyogerere along
Jinja Road, Kitubulu on the Entebbe-
Kampala Road, Matugga along the
Kampala-Gulu Highway, and Maya on
the Kampala-Masaka Highway.

Police spokesperson Kituuma Rusoke
said the roadblocks are temporary and
part of routine joint security opera-
tions.

“You know our operations are always
conducted routinely. Some of them
are intelligence-led or simply aimed at
curbing crime in different areas,” Mr
Rusoke said.

Heavy security deployment was first
noticed on Monday on Gayaza-Kam-
pala Road, where motorists experi-
enced lengthy traffic delays. The con-
gestion forced many drivers to divert
through nearby villages, including
Magere and Seeta, before rejoining the

way.

For much of the day, traffic moved
slowly as police and other security per-
sonnel stopped vehicles and conduct-

ed searcheslasting several minutes be- .

fore allowing motorists to proceed.

One of the checkpoints was mount-
ed a few metres from the road leading
to the residence of Opposition presi-
dentizl candidate in the last election,
Mr Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu, pop-
ularly known as Bobi Wine, He has re-
mained in hiding since the eve of the
announcement of the election results
onJanuary 17.

Using his official social media plat-
form, Bobi Wine criticised the road-

blocks.

“They are staging these roadblocks,
-
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Joint securlty checkpomts mtensﬁy on Kampala roads

LI

Joint$ecurity agencies stage a roadblock at Gayaza Road in Kampala City yesterday. PHOTO/IBRAHIM KAVUMA

inconveniencing citizens everywhere
in search of 2 man who’s hiding in
plain sight. One would think the Mu- :
seveniregime learnt from its experi-
ence in the bush not to bother search-
ing for anyone the citizens decided to

hide, but clearly it didn’t,” hesaid.

On January 15, Electoral Commis-
sion chairperson Justice Simon Byab-
akama declared President Museveni
the winner of the presidential elec-
tion with 71.65 percent of the vote. His
main challenger, Bobi Wine, received
24.72 percent, while Mr Nandala Mafa-
bi of the Forum for Democratic Change
(FDC) garnered 1.88 percent.

On the eve of the announcement

Army position.
“This is to dismiss
insinuations from
some quarters that
the snap check-
points mounted
by the military and
Uganda Police traffic
corps are intended to apprehend
NUP leader Robert Kyagulanyi
Ssentamu. No one is looking for
orinterested in the NUP leader,”
- Col Chris Magezi, the Acting
Director of Defence Public Infor-
mation at the Ministry of Defence
and Veteran Affairs

* of the results, Bobi Wine reportedly

left his home amid fears of an immi-
nent raid. His wife, Ms Barbara Itungo
Kyagulanyi, was placed under house
arrest. Since then, he has remained in
hiding while occasionally appearing in
media interviews, saying he will resur-
face at anappropriate time.
Responding to speculation about the
security deployments, Col Chris Mage-
zi, the acting Director of Defence Pub-

. lic Information at the Ministry of De-

fence and Veteran Affairs, said the
Joint operation is intended to improve
road discipline and enhance security.
“We are restoring sanity on Ugandan
roads, ensuring full compliance with
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traffic regulations by all motoris;, Vi
pounding unregistered or ntimbe,, ©
vehicles, and curbing the Il]"g-”

of sirens, among other meastires - r 1
Magezi said.

He dismissed claims that the op,
tion was aimed at apprehending p. h
Wine,

“This is to dismniss insinuations fr.
some quarters that the snap "hn«}
points mounted by the military o,
Uganda Police traffic corps are mf"nr}
ed to apprehend National Unity
form (MUP) leader Robert
Ssentamu. No one is looking for o',
terested in the NUP Ieafk;;t".:;?f d. e

An investigative report Publi-
cation last rr%ﬂ}'llhslwweﬂﬂla‘! Magere
Village, where Bobi Wine's home is, re-
mainsunder security deployment.

The report noted that from the first
turn-off on Gayaza-Kampala Road,
two Closed-Circuit Television (CCTV)
cameras and several security person-
nel are stationed on either side of the
road, with at least six soldiers deplovye«
at key points.

NUP activities

Meanwhile, the NUP party said it 1.
been forced to cancel a planned
tivity to distribute fogel and other
sic items to people observing Len: i
Ramadan due to the heavy security
presence in Magere.

Mr John Baptist Nambeshe, the var
ty’s deputy president for the Eastern
region, said the decision was made 17
ter receiving warnings from sourcss
within security circles.

“We had to call it off and see whether
we can carTy out the activity ano
day. We have always gifted our fas

riends with various goodies, but su!
denly, we saw deployment all over th¢
place,” Mr Nambeshe said.

The party had reportedly planned
distribute foodstuffs, soap and o
essential items as a gesture of scli
ty with Christian and Muslim comm
nities observing the fasting season.
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