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Fire burns
70 huts,
200 flee

Residents look on as
fire bums houses in
Kakoro Sub-county,
Butebo District, last
Friday. More than 70
houses were burnt,
leaving hundreds
displaced. rrotoey
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Namayingo suspen

mining firms over licences

Justification. The authorities say the

two companies from Tanzania are illegally
evicting residents from their land and are
operating without genuine mining licences.

BY RONALD SSEBE
editorial @ug.nationmedia.com

NAMAYINGO. Namayingo District
has suspended two mining companies
for allegedly lacking mineral extrac-

tion licences.

The Resident District Commissioner
[RDC], Mr Sylvester Opera, last week
revealed that the mining companies
-both from Tanzania and trading un-
der one name, ALJOUDA - areillegally
evicting residents from their land and
are operating without genuine mining

licenses.

A 2007 report by the Department
of Geological Survey and Mines in the

Ministry of Energy and Mineral De-
velopment revealed that Namayingo
District was endowed with minerals
like gold and limestone.

Places with traces of gold include
Sigulu Island, Nakudi Village, Bukana
Village, Banda Sub-county and Simasa,
among others.

“We only see pseudo companies
extracting minerals in our areas. As
a district, we are being left out from
enjoying our gold,” he said.

“Whenever we ask them, they say
they were cleared by government,
leaving us wondering whether gov-
ernment has started giving out min-
eral exploration licences to private
miners instead of extraction licences,”
he added. .

Mr Opera noted that the companies
started extracting gold in Bandavillage
in 2008 and since then, the district has
not benefitted from the mines. It is for
such reasons that the district council

THE
REPORT

A 2007 report by
the Department

of Geological
Survey and Mines
in the Ministry of
Energy and Mineral
Development
revealed that
Namayingo District
was endowed with
minerals like gold
and limestone.

passed a by-law, stopping such com-
panies from extracting any minerals
until they sign a memorandum of un-
derstanding [MoU] with the district
on what percentage they remit.

The RDC added that they have
since 2009 been asking the compa-
nies to give the district a fair share
of the revenue from the minerals and
avail extraction licences but in vain.

Ms Miriam Akeno Mayanja, a coun-
cillor representing Namayingo Town
Council and Buyinja, where gold min-
ing is taking place, says the council,
which sat on September 8, resolved to
suspend the companies from extract-
ing gold and any other minerals.

“They [companies] told us that
they were cleared by government but
when we told them to produce their

licence, they failed. We are not go-
ing to allow thieves masquerading as
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briefly

Two held over theft

JINJA: Police in Buyengo Sub-county.
Jinja District, are holding two men for
allegedly stealing a music system. The
officer-in-charge of Buyengo Police
Post, Mr Joseph Ojuka, told Daily Moni-
tor last Thursday that the suspects, all
from Kampala, are said to have hired the
music system from Abdul Band to help
them organise a show in the area but
they instead mortgaged it. Mr Oluka said
the suspects will soon be presented in
court once investigations are complete.
[Abubaker Kirunda]

Factions to end land row

MBALE: The leaders of Budaka a
Butaleja districts have resolved to =
longstanding boundary dispute thz
has left several people dead and
erty destroyed. During a meeting
Mbale Town at the weekend, the
ers, who agreed that surveyors 1

the ministry of Lands should u-
1965 map to demarcate the b

ies, also resolved to rein in the
munities against attacking e:
[Mudangha Kolyangha]
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