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Sailing down River
Rufiji is a once-in-a-
lifetime experience

ENJOYING TANZANIA: In Tanzania, one of the adventures you
chould never miss is sailing down River Rufiji or sight-seeing in the
Selous Game Reserve. The beauty of the landscape and the splendid
setting sun Is the joy of any tourist who loves nature, writes Edgar R.

Batte

he smooth sail across the
acific River Rufiji was a
deserved relaxation. We had

been on the road for much of the
day, sight-seeing in Selous Game
Reserve, on the southern wild side
of Tanzania. The roads were rugged
and bumpy. ‘African massage’ travel
buddy, Professor Wolfgang Thome,
ioked about the experience, tick-
ling us with laughter. The beautiful
landscapes, wildlife and a stunning
sunset all settled our hunger for
splendour.

We stopped many times, to cap-
ture moments, a pride of lions being
one of the biggest highlights. The
landscapes were another sight to
marvel at, with sprawling hills, a
valley and extensive open grass-
lands.

But that was not all that awaited
our sight. As we drew closer to
Serena Mivumo River Lodge, the
architectural creativity got us gap-
ing. The cottages hanged above
rocks, cuddled in nature’s greenery
of trees and shrubbery.

Andright at the riverine, at the
dwelling side, staff from the facil-
ity stood, with welcoming smiles.
They stretched their hands, offering
warm, herbal-infused towels, the
type that leaves a soothing effect on

your face.

Then, the pleasant hosts served
us glasses of chilled juice, to
smoothen our throats with some
sweet squeeze of nature, The lan-
guage of hospitality was not new
to us. Dar Es Salaam Serena Hotel
had given us hints. The staff was
friendly, willing to share informa-
tion and pleasantries. The same
gestures remain a hallmark of the
many Serena properties I have
visited. Dar’s beauty was much in
its welcome area, of gold-brushed
chandeliers and lounging spaces
dotted with colours of nature in
flower form.

Mivumo’s location and set up is
only grandeur. The feeling of being
in the wild, in a place artistically
put together with wood and items
precisely chosen, makes for a good
honeymoon experience. The bath-
room has a bathtub affixed with
rustic taps, handles and unique dec-
oration. Showering at the outdoor
shower, suspended on a wooden
deck was a tranquil treat.

And as the water run over my
head, memories of Zanzibar Serena
Hotel came alive; memories of the
beautiful, sunny mornings by the
Indian Ocean as the wind blew over
and through the sharp-ended palm
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The writer enjoying a snack of coconut water In Zanzlbar with his travel companlons.
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Wa flaw Coastal to Selous, which (s one of thay, first
dastinations and remalns one of the most popul 5
for flying safatls. According to the aviation's wehsita
thay fly to three timas a day to avery airstrip iy ey
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leqves. If youare looking for hayj.
tage, Zanzibar Serena Hotel s 0
place to visit. Youwill find a rjcp, -
culture, heritage and history which
reals off tour guides’ tongueg and
some of the hotel staff,

The hotel is in the right place
-Stone Town, Zanzibar's well-kepy
architectural museum and Africy'g
historical corner. It tells of rich
Swahili style. It is a former hospity)
located seven kilometres, ahout g’

The magic of
Mivamo

At night, Mivumo takes on another
look. charmingly enhanced by the
lighting. What it does not have

in historical pieces, it possesses

in architectural finesse, of grass
traditional thatch, with high sprang
ceilings. The mix of that with
modemity fills up a void of urban
spaces. There is a swimmi A
at cascade angle that allwng post
overlook the river.

minutes from Abeid Amani Karume
International Airport. You will fing
the old fashioned telephones, the
ones where you had to dial by plac-
ing fingers in a numbered hole and
dragging it around. There are the
hanging porcelain plates and orna-
mentals as decorative items,

From the balcony - if you are
lucky to be given a room with one
- your optical sense will be fed to
an array of Sultan palaces, dhows
and boats as they are rocked by the
waves of the Indian Ocean.

Iwas least surprised when the
Serena Hotels were announced win-
ners at the World Travel Awards
gala event on Tuesday night in Ki-
gali, Rwanda. They have mastereq
the fluency in the language of hos-
pitality. Staff members are friendly
and eager.

At night fall, the hippos will feeq
so you hear them wheezing and ag
you enjoy dinner or wash it down
with some tasty drink.
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