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An aerlal view of
the power proje

By Taddeo Bwambale

When the first torbine of
the  183-megawatt  lsimba
Ivdropower dam is switched on
In Aupust next year, residents
of Busaana sub-county In
Kayunga district will be looking
for much more than light
Four years ago, much of the
area, located on the lower
banks  of the River Nile,
~= was just @ bushy area with
sparse  setllements  spread
all over the place. Today, the
area Is @ stunning scene
The mulu-billion hydropower
project is slowly taking shape
ahead of its commissioning
later next year as construction

ol the concrele  structures
is almost complete.
The project comprises &

concrete gravity dam, a clay-
core rock Bl dam, a spillway,
a power house, electro-
mechanical equipment,
switching stations and auxiliary
power transmission  works,
“We have completed about
70% of the work and the
— project will be handed over
as scheduled,” says Prof Wang
Yongtian, the general manager
of China Water and Electric
Corporation, the contractor.
Construction of the
hydropower project started on
April 30, 2015. It is expected
10 be completed by August
31 next year, almost a year
later than the initally set date.
If experience is anything 1o
go by, the firm is a subsidiary
of the China Three Gorges
Corporation, the company
that built the Three Gorges
Dam, the worlds _largest
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Slammill t $570

roject will cos m
(amfnpshlz trillion), the bulk
of the moncy in form of a
loan from China Exim Bank
and the rest from governmernt.
The 1,625m [simba dam
will be the fourth largest
hydropower project in Uganda:
after the 250MW  Bujagali
in uprruliun, and the 600
megawat Karuma and Ayago
dams under construction.

hy Isimba s Important
};‘imvba. located on_the lower
reaches of Victoria Nile, is one
of the major power projecis
envisaged o case power
shortages, and accelerate the
development of local economy.
By 2020, Uganda will need
at least 1,131 megawalls lo
meet the energy demands
for  manufacuring and
industrialisation, The country’s
current total installed
capacity is 822 megawalls.
lsawe?supply from Isimba is
expected to reduce that deficit
by 60%. The first turbine will
be switched on in August next
year and the remaining three
will be powered on a month
at a time, Yongtian explains.
Isimba is expected to
generate hydroelectric power
at 68 cents per kWh, the lowest
in East Africa. It will generate
1,039GWh of electricity a year
and increase the country’s
total electric capacity by 23%.
Power generated  from
Isimba will be transmitted
to the substation at Bujagali,
through a 42km-long 132kV

Isimba-Bujagali double
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The hydropower project

|s changlng the face of
Kayunga district In more
ways than one, A 15km
road linkIng Kayunga
town ta the project site
has been rehabllitated
by the contractor, to
make It motorable.

In order to uphold
good relatlans with

the host community,

the contractar bullt a
platform for residents
living near the river to
fetch water and set up a
market for locals to sell
Items near the project

p: i h site,
e Y p In Kiteredde, Kasaana
' £ { and Nampanyl villages
I\ 4 4 \ S ‘ that are home to over
PuplIs of Nakakandwa RC Primar I A
andwa RC Primary School In thelr newly renovated classroom  and ?ep:Iredsthe ,enn:ln

@™ e the pover QUA
,m.""‘i,.r: pave already LITY CONTROL : roads and sponsored
“f.,u“"‘:‘d sirting Actoss | | free medical camps

™ att and football games in

zosernr Test test and test again

pkﬁ.\nnﬂr of turbines. In May, the contractor

" petrea qantry crane Installation
ne ¥

5 There Is a speclal labor: handed over the newly-
ﬂ(,“ul pedule where all construction rant:tr!rm e refurbished Nakakandwa
5 on $$ps Chauhan, an at the hydropower station are ot o0 R Frimary School
iﬁ,,gg 0 py the contractor  figorous test before they ar patto to government after
""‘d need 8 pmicalSi"?b’ Concrete blocks, aqqreqatz e penavating Kwitp i
.‘”: i g construction and steel bars, are tested at 'aceme“t an $80,000 (about
"_;wun«i“?" wih the first  1aboratory set up on site, eve Specte Zh2B0m) STAT
ety : , @ven when The renovation works

A completion. the testing has bee

:';; ""n“smsc imolved  manufacturer's |:lar?t.d S 10

e f“fhe fver 1o the At the laboratory, each of the mat, fals !

Mgns and (his process is used Is tested for strength, mols\u,-:r:lé

@ bmlg;mplc‘ e” Chauhan temperature In order to quarantee th F

L s e mostorth "

© i by Vison , of the construct|

{f & ity :‘!‘mel wo'r?s ;naterlals are procured Iocally?{‘hey are
pext gering the  river ested at the manufacturers' factory

N . ‘4 bank will  before they are ferried
l e ngl(];auhan says.  site, where they are test{ééha?.'{.?’“'

covered dilapidated
classroom blocks, two
administration blocks,
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The school also
recelved classroom
desks, uniforms, filing
cabinets, stationery and
sports kits, which have
improved the learning
environment at the
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