‘ writing in response to an
article in the Sunday Visio U
- Y Vision of July =0,

demand for big salaries harbors

_ ", by Ofwono-Opondo.
article, Opondo intentionally
Inaccurate, nappropriate and
frankly quite aNNoying assertions.

OW can the Governmenit’s
p— 7_sspokesperson state that pllbﬁt:servants-
- are.pushing for sal ease

d  provide for in lustridl action? ©
- Why not look at basic facts? Why not
.~ see that Ugandan civil servants are
R - the least paid in Ea

st Africa? Or would
8 you rather have all medical doctors

run away for greener pastures instead

~should k

of staying and working in Uganda as
they demand for better salaries and
improved working conditions?

The likes of QfWi'jno-Opondoraﬁd
other highly placed government officials

now that @ medical officer
working in a regional referral hospital
takes home a salary of sh9o0,000.
This salary :

' ary by comparison is way
~ Smaller than

the fuel allowances of

_senior executives ifi government
‘y_:j";;f_’:i_?il:__gpgtﬁnents. Indeed, it is expected that

$ good doctor will have to buy food,
pay rent, travel to work an

d also pay
school fees for his children.

Ofwono-Opondo should think about
the hustle a medical doctor goes
through, constantly improvising amidst
scarcity of medicines, equipment
and even a robust human resource
infrastructure. Think about this doctor

Ith workers are justified

MLy

who has to stay awake all night
performing €mergency surgery and
othler acute illnesses. Think about what
would happen if you got an accident
on one of the highways and you were
Tushed to one of the regional referral
hospitals only to find a hungry and
exhausted medical officer! And while
this doctor is resuscitating the accident
victims, he has no gloves, no diagnostic
equipment to locate and assess your
injury, no painkillers to give you.
Indeed, Ugandans are only too aware
to expect more than the current state
of poor health services. Ugandans are
desperate and seeking healthcare from
spiritual healers, conmen and private
health facilities as the public health

SECtor is yet to meet their expectations.
Peter Kangwagye,
Mbarara
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