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Paul Kaganzi 

Askthe Mechanic 

tell their engine 
is underpowered: 
Hello Paul, my car has no dashboard warning lights 
on, yet it feels sluggish and less responsive than 
before. Are there early signs that experienced 
drivers or mechanics look for before a fault be- 
comes serious, and how can an ordinary driver 
learn to detect these problems early? Jennifer 
Babirye 

el Babirye.ifyour car 
‘hasnodashboard fault 

lights but has st pow- 
eritisnotrunningat 

performance. 
‘This situation can occur evenif theon- 
boand diagnosticsystem has ot re- 
portedafaultor displayedachecken- 
ginelight Reduced engine performance 
‘maybeduetotheagingof performance 
‘parts such as spark plugsair filters,or fu- 
elfilters Adirty air filtercan restrictthe 
airintake preventingtheengine from 
achiovingan optimalairfuelatio.This 
leads toincomplete combustion of fuel 
and decreased performance Converse- 
Ivadirty fuel filterblocked fuelnjectors, 
oraweakfuel pumpcanalsohinderen- 

checkengine 
‘Additionallya faulty emissions system 

‘may cause reduced engine performance 
wwithout displaying the check engine 

Whena vehidle’ emissions system 

into gagging an athlete or covering their 
‘mouth and nose witha dirty cloth while 
expecting them to perform at their best; 
they simply will not have the power to 

Sluggish Acceleration 

devicessuch as the Disel Particulte Fit- 
ter in diesel engines or the catalytic con- 
verterin many gasoline engines become 
damaged or blocked, the vehicle can- 

| notexpel exhaust gases freehyresulting 
indiminished povwer and performance. 
Inmany diesel enine cases the engine 

| management system may detune or re- 
| duce powwertoprevent damage. 
A defective transmission or gear- 

| box can also lead to'luggish _ 
| performance, cven when _of 
the engine has sufficient 4 1 

| power. This is because 
| the transmission trans- (LA 
| fers povwer from the en- 
ginetothe wheelsIfthe 
transmission s fultyt 

functioning automatic transmis- 
sion may cause gears toslip or shift im- | 
‘property delaying the transfer of engine 
power to the wheels. Similarly if a man- 
ual gearbox has a faulty clutch, power 
from the engine will not be adequately 
and timely conveyed to the wheels, also 

| resultinginsiuggishness. 
‘There are early signs that expert me- 

chanics or knowledgeable drivers can 
useto detectengine fultsevenintheab- | 
sence of a check enging t.Ordinary | 

‘motorists can learn to recognise these 
signsandsoek guidance from mechanics | 
o avoid missingritcal ndicators. Unu- | 
sual sounds can signal specificproblems. 
For example,f there s a tapping noise at 
the top of the engine. it might indicate a 
faulty valve train. Engine valves control 
theintakeof air and theexhaustof gases 
Worn or damaged intake valves may 
ot allow the appropriate amountof air | 
into the engine, altering the :ur-f\x‘El - 

tio and affecting the engine's abilty to 
bum fuel effciently This can lead to mis- 
firing,erratic idling, and reduced perfor- ‘ 
‘mance.On the other hand, damaged in- 

take valves can result in loss of engine | 
compression, which hampers combus- 
tion and reduces power. 
Adryrattling sound might sugeest that 
thetiming chain system s loose, worn.or 

not lubricated adequately This can dis- 
rupt engine timing, which is crucial for 
the proper delivery of air.fuel, and spark 
necessary for complete combustion.Re- 
tarded engine timing can result in re- 
duced power and poor fuel econom. 
Other visualindicators may also sug- 

gest that something is wrong with the 
engine,such as an erratic movement of 

the Revolutions per Minute (REM) guge: 
on your instrument chuster. If your en- 

gine is idling inconsistently, the RPM 
‘gauge will move up and down, indi- 

cating that your engine might 
be underpowered and in 
need of attention. A de- 

crease in fuel econo- 

‘myis another sign that 
‘your engine requires as- 
sistance. A spike in fuel 

consumption could in- 
dicate worn spark pluss, 
adirty air filter,or devel 

opingissues with the emis- 
sionssystem. 

Theseare observations that orci- 
nary motorists can make without wait- 
ing for the check engine light to appear 
on the dashboard. Understanding how 
a car performs when running normal- 
Iy provides a useful reference point for 
detecting any changes in engine per- 
formance due to the audible or visible 
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