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Earlier this week, the 
Ministry of Health listed 
several border districts 
as beingat high risk. 
Screeningis mainly be- 
ing carried out by health 
personnel at the desig- 
nated border crossing 
points. 
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he authorities have stepped 
up vigilance at border crossing 
points acss the country follow- 
ing an outbreak of Fhola Virus 

Disease in the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo. 
Earlier this week the Ministry of 

Health isted several bonder distrcts s 
bemngat highrisk. 
Manning the border points has been 

challenging because of the numerous 
illegalcrossing points coupled with the 
thin staff at the districts. 

Screening is mainly being carried out 
by health personnel at the designat- 
‘o bonder crussing points,leaving out 
numerous undesignated points. This 
has caused concem among locals and 
healthexperts 
In the West Nile Sub-region, an alarm 

has been sounded by the health team 
about the porous nature of the border 
areas where people ross to and from 
the DR Congo for trade, fanming leisure 
andtovisitrelatives. 
Speaking to the Daily Monitor on 

Wednesday, Ms Leticia Avako.a resi- 
dent of Arua City said: L usually cross 
10the DR Congo in Ariwara every mar- 
etdayiiswherel xmmoneyfor s 

e addet N money can buy life. 
Our people should limit or stop eross- 
ing for either trade or even burals in 
Congo because many of us have rel- 
atives there.But also, there is need to 
establish screening points at Lia and 
Odramacakuor Vurra border points” 
She said the undesignated erossing 

points area danger to locals.Some of 
the youth use shortcuts o coss o dis- 
coin Ariwaraortosmuggle goods They 
should stop and value their ives,"Ms 
Avakosaid. 
‘The District Health Officer for Ma- 

racha, Dr Paul Onzubo, told the Dai- 
Iy Monitor on Wednesday: “While of- 
ficial border points may have screen- 
ing systems, many locals stll prefr l- 
1eg.|mxsmsnfiurmmm 

for farming. This remains our big 

He said Maracha lacks designated bor- 

only rely on survesllance reports.If we. 
could have some screening points, it 
‘would be abigstep ahead” 
He explained that as part of the ef- 

forts, the Ministry of Health has dis- 
patched surveillance teams and neu- 
Tologists to districts o boost the exist- 
ingteams. 
At Roboko District, yesterday lead- 

ers agreed to establish two screening 
‘points at Birijaku and Oraba border 

‘The Koboko Resident District Com- 

missioner, Mr Emumy Mitala,said they 
have also reinstated committees that 
will oversee the implementation of 
screening exercises and strengthening. 
of surveilance. 
 “We have agreed to have two screen- 
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Border districts move 

have prepared our health teams to car- 
Iy out community sensitisation,” he 
sid. 
“en out of 13 disricts in the WestNile 
subregion comprising Arua City, Zom- 
ba,Koboko, umbe, Maracha, Pakwach, 
Moyo, Adjumani,Nebbi and Arua bor- 
dertheDR Congo and South Sudan. 
Noprotectivegear 

As part of efforts to stop the disease, 
leaders have also banned entertain- 
‘mentevents for 30daystoprevent large 
‘atherings, which experts say rapidly 
spreadihe ailment. 
Healthofficer Pax Lokwang expressed 

concern that they have run out of per- 
sons rtctive equpment for beath 

mMuerxdml\ Director of Com- 
‘munications, Mr David Rupiny,said: 
“We advise against organising any cul- 
tural gatherings ike Agwara and Ndara 
dances last funeral rites,and celebra- 
tions that bring in large public gather- 

Mr Rupiny added:“We encourage all 
Alur Kingdom chiefs and all cultural 
and religious leaders to take the lead 
‘and guide the subjects bothin Uganda 
‘and DRCaccordinglyduring this period 
oftheoutbreak™ 
SituationinBulisa 
Buliisa District health authorities 

have heightened Ebola surveillance 
and screening measures at major en- 
trypoints. 
‘During yesterday's Ebola task force 

‘meeting,the Bulisa District Health E- 
‘ucator, Mr Robert Mugabe, said screen- 
ing actvities have been intensified at 
‘Wanseko Ferry Crossing and Butiaba 
Landing Site;which are considered it 
icalentry routes intoUganda. 

ing out continugus ssreeting offravel. 
Headdedthat hwmmmm i 

EBOLA IN FIGURES 

According toWorld Health Or- 
ganisation (WHO), asMay 16, 
2026, oight laboratory-confir- 
modcases, 246 suspected 
cases and B0 suspected deaths 
have been roportedinturi Pro- 
vince of the DRC acrossat least 
threo health zones, including 
Bunia, Rwampara and Mong- 
bwalu, 
Inaddition, two laboratory 
confirmed cases (includingone 
death) withnoapparentlinkto 
eachother had beenreported 
inKampala, Uganda, within 24 
hours of each other, on May 15 
and 16,amongtwoindividuals 
travelling from the DR Congo. 

lers and nearby commaunities usingthe 
‘Water transport routes to prevent any | 

‘possible importation of the discase. 

Hotspotarea 
The Bundibugyo Resident District 

‘Commissioner,Maj (td) Edward John 
‘Mungabirwe,said: “We have intensified 
‘mandatory screening at the six border 
‘pointsand strengthened the Ebola task 
force surveillanceactvities” 
He said health teams are working 

with security personnel to monitor 
cross-border movement and quick- 
ly identify suspected cases, especial- 
Iy along high-risk entry routes shared 
vith the DR 
Residents have been urged to remain 

vigilant, report any symptoms early, 
andfollowall health guidelines. 
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pread of Ebola 

inplace the screening 
of persons movingin and out throvgh 
Ndaiga Sub-county that borders DRCin 
thedistrict." 

She said that at Kitebele and Kabu- 
Kanga borders, screening, hand wash- 

| ing,and face masks have also been pri- 
oriised. 
‘The district has also prepared isola- 

tion centres to aid the monitoring of 
thesignsand symptoms o the disease. 
‘The LC3 Chairperson of Ndaiga 

Sub-county,Mr Luke Odaga,said they 
have received face masks, sanitisers, 
andscreeningequipment. 
At the busy Kisoro border in Mupa- 

ka Town Council, Mr Emmaruel Nde- 

kezi called for strengthened screening 
services and strict observation of the 
standard operating procedures to con- 
trolthespreadof Ebola. 
The LC1 chairman for Bunagana Cen 

tral cellin Bunagana Town Councilin 
Kisoro District,Mr Bubaare Nikwegye, 
commended the government for pro- | 
viding Ebola screening mechanisms at | 
the Bunagana border post. | 
He called for vigilancein the border 

communities to prevent the spread of | 
thedisease. 
‘The Kanungu District Health Officer; 

'Dr Birungi Mutahunga,said: "We have 
prepared the Ebola treatment unit at 
Kihuhi Health Centre V. Securityteams 
deployed at border points to ensure 
S0Bs are followed. We have also react- 
Vated the epidemic response team that 
issharinginformation.” 
Masaka 
According to the Kyotera District 

Health Officer, Dr Edward Muwanga 
coordination meetings are ongoing fo 
come upwitha robust plan to handle 
Ebolacasesifthey emerge. - 
Officials: between 
et 
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Ia-Tanzania border would meet 1, 
tochartawayforward. 
"We have received two alerts on i 

Ia,oneinKasenseroand another o, 
Kalisio PoliceStation Clinic,” he 
Hesaid the alert from Kasensero 
verified and was found to be negy;, " 
adding hatthe oe at Kalsiz 
dlinic was stillbeing verif 
“Thecurrent situation 

‘Acconding to World Health Or; i 
tion (WHO),as May 16,2026, igh 
oratory-confirmed cases, 246 sy 
ed cases and 80 suspected deaths 
been reported in turi Province oy 
DRCacrossatleast three health s 
including Bunia, RWampara and on,’ 
bwalu. 
Inaddition, twolaboratory con 
cases (including one death) vith no . 
parentlinkto each other had been o 
ported in Kampala, Uganda, wm..,. 
hoursofeschather,onMay 15 ang ,6 
‘among twoindividuals travellng f 
theDR Congo. . 
Health experts warn that Ebola pre, 

‘vention in border regions requires 
more than screening checkpoint 

| alone. 
‘They argue that communities mus; 

trust authorities and understand the 
risks associated with uncontrolleq 
‘movement during: 
For now,the people living at thebar. 

derdistricts continue balancing survi. 
al and caution- trading across border, 
visiting relatives and hoping the deag. 
1y virus does not find ts way into ther 
communities. 
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