22 }Seeds of GOLD

Joseph Sande gult teaching
1o follaw his dream In farming
wiltos Lominda Afedraru

decision by Joseph Sande, to
Anull his teaching carcer and

concentrate on passion fruit
l:\rmhu-_h:\\r;nzmullmlhlmlnlnlmin)’.
one of the successful passion fruit
farmers in Uganda producing over 20
bags of passion fruits per harvest and
earing over Shs7m,

The successes of the 33-year-old
former teacher of agriculture has
inspired severa) youths in his Kiziri
village in Bamunanika, Luweero
District into farming,

Having been raised in a rural and
poor family set up, Sande knew that
only self-determination and hard
work would enable him make it in
life.

He followed his dreams and attained
adiploma in Education after which he
gotinto the teaching profession.

“I taught for about three years
but still felt empty. 1 had a strong
conviction that I was not delivering
my best in the world and had to
evaluate myself about the right
courselshould take up to make things
right.” 3

Based on the fact that Sande
previously worked as a helper
at Nakawa Market before going
into teaching, it turned out that
the happenings at the market had
influenced and shaped his passion
for the passion fruit.

“I was helping several farmers at
Nakawa Market and I would look in
amasement at the amount of cash
they were pocketing from sales of
the passion fruits. As time went on 1
believed that this was the right course
for me and not teaching.”

According to Sande, after serious
consultations with the famers and
fellow teachers in Luweero District,
hedecided to relocate home ang start
a passion fruit garden. Sande then
had to planand eventually make that
most dreaded decision of quitting his
teaching profession and delving into
the unchartered waters of farming.

“Itwasnot an easy decision because
the school administration had started
valuing my work. I had risen to the
rank of a class teacher and the in-
charge of the school farm. The
students and the teachers were like
family. Therefore, it was not easy for
me to just wake and tell them I had
to leave but eventually, I painfully

ABQUT PASSION
FRUITS

Passion fruit is a perennial plant
that allows farmers to enjoy
yields for longer periods often
exceeding three years depending
on management.

Because of its flexibility, a far_mer
caninter crop passion fruit with
crops like cow pea, onions, beet
roots, spinach, strawberries and
any other that does not share pest
and diseases with the plant.

Common types include; purple
and yellow passion fruit. The fruit
is the new goldmine for farmers

in Uganda and other East African
region because it has become a
new enterprise for farmers and
Qgardeners as in generating income.
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He left teaching to grow
passion fruitsin Luwero
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One day as he was
harvesting some
fruits, Dr Mike
Ssali Segawa,
an agronomist
with expertise
in passion fruit
management was
passing by.

He approached
Sande and told
him his plants
were not doing
well and he offered
toassisthim. -

“I thought Ssali was a
conman but he endeavored to
convince me.Irealised he wasan
agricultural scientist. He advised
me to uproot the pest infested
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