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Paul Kaganzi 
Askthe Mechanic 

concerned? Godfrey 

Godireyengineail 
iscrucialformaintain- 
inggoodenginehealth, 
‘Theblackcolourof your 

ai'sengineoil 
shouldnot beamajor concenespe- 

ifthe il v remains sableand 
areusingthemanufacturerrecom- 

‘mended ol gradeand viscosty during 
routineservicing. | 
Frechengine ol typicallyappears cear | 
oryellowish.Asthe il icultes through 
the engine and performs ts functions, 
it gradually darkens.This colour change 
isoftenasign thattheol s doingits o, 
Insidethe engine,ofl operates under ex- 
tremely harsh and hot conditions While 
Tubriating moving parts, it ollect oot, 
microscopic metalpartcles and combus.| 
tion by-products. These contaminants | 
arekeptinsuspensionsothat theycanbe 
removed through the il fter during cir- 
culation or drained durin the next ser- 
vice.As result the ol colour vill natu- 
rallytrasiton roma cleargolden hueto 
brovw orevenblack. 
Reputable enine oils are formulated. 

with special additives tha serve various 
functions.These additves hlp cool hot 

gine components,reduce friction be- 
metal surfaces, prevent corrosion, 

‘and minimise wear Additionally deter 
gent and dispersant additives clean the 

inside of the engine by breaking down 
deposits and holding irt i suspension, 
uniilt s filtered out,Because of these 
leaning propertiestis normal for il o 
darken over ime ast absorbs contami- | 
nants Inmany cases darker il smply n- 
dicates that it seffectively capturingand | 
carryingavway impuritesthat wouldoth- 
erviseatcumulateinside theengine. 
‘Thatsaid,therearea few importantfac-| 

torstoconsider whenevaluatingthecon- | 
ditionofyourengineoll. ‘ 

|
 

Choosingthecorrectengineoil | 
Car manufacturers recommend spe‘ 

cifictypes of engine ol based on viscosi- 
ty and performance standafds.Viscosity 
refers tothe oi'sability to low atdiffer- 
ent temperatures, ensuring it circulates 

casilyduring cold Starts whileproviding 
adequate protection when the engineis | 
hot Thesespecifcatons re typicaly lis.| 
edinthevehideowner'smanualandare | 
determined after extensive testing by the 
manufacturer Using thevmong ol 
canaffect engine protection, fuel. 
cyand longterm perfomam ‘There- \ 
foreitis ruciltoaways usetherecom | 
mended oil o asuitable equivalent that | 
‘meetstherequired specifications. 

Oilserviceintervals ‘ 

B e i e ° ertheengineisrunning,and over time, 
its protective properties gradually de- 

teriorate. The lifespan of engine oil de- 
‘pendsonitsformulation and qualityFul- 
ly synthetic ols generally provide bet- 
ter performance, improved protection, 
‘and longer oi drain intervals compared 
o tmwmuvnn.\ ‘mineral oils. Even with 
‘this advantage, it is essential to follow the 
“manufacturer's recommended service 

‘m 
Why is my engine oil £ 
dark before service? 
Hello Paul, | have a 2018 Hyundai with a1.6-litre 
petrol engine and a six-speed automatic gearbox. 
This car has done 40,000 kilometres and is always 
serviced on time. | check the oil monthly, and while 
the level remains steady, it is black. Should | be 
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ing engine compo- ‘ 
| nents help maintain the quality of en- 

gineoilforlonger periods A ceanair i ter prevents dust and debrisfrom enter. ingthe engine during combuston, Good 
spark plugs support effcient fuel com- 
bustion,reducing soot and carbon de. 
‘posits. Additionally a functioning Posi- 
e Crankcase Ventlation (PQY e | 
helps regulate pressure within the en- | 
gine and removes harmful vapors that | WY/} 
could contaminate the ol Iany of these: 
components become clogged, womout, | €l 
or fault;the engine may produce more 
contaminants,causingthe il todarken. | OfT 
more quickly 
Overallengine condition e} 
Final the general health ofthe en- | ingof 

luence oil condition. En- honk 
\g,incom- \ strik 

‘plete combustion, ntemal wear.or cool- | fecti 
‘antleaks may cause engine il o deterio- \ bapt 
rate more apidly n severe cases, ol may 

scheduleand replaceboth the il and . appear excessvely thick gty milky. | 
terat the specifiedntervals.Delaying il | which could indicate contamination o 
changes can allow centaminants to ‘mechanical problems. These con- | 
build up, reducing the oi’s ef- ditions require immedate in- 
fectiveness. spection and repair to pre- 

Vent serious engine dam- | bea 
Car operating condi- age. o 
tions Itisnormal forengineoil | prol 
‘The environment and ” to darken as it performs | intr 

driving conditions in ALWAYS USE sprotectiveandleaning | sen 
which a vehicle operates  \Q{ARI|{[A{[JAIFY functionsAslongastheoil | tha 
can also influence how 1] level remains stable, the en- T 
quicklyengineoilchanges col- gine runs smoothlyand you | the 
our. Vehicles frequently driven use the recommended oil type | tht 
in'hot, dusty environments orin heavy | while observingthe correct serviceinter- | tw 
Stop-and-go traffic tend to experience vals,thereislittlecausefor concernHow- | ter 
faster oil contamination. Dust partiles,  evertisalways wisetoregulariymonitor | Wt 
high engine temperatures,and the condition of the oiland addressany | al 
shorttripscan accelerateoil degradation. | unusual signs promptly to maintainthe | al 
In regions with harsh weather condi- | longterm healthofyour engine. n 
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