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Sunday VISION, January 21, 2018
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The house In Makindye
where Dr Girt want
perform the abortion™

ABORTION ADVERT

Sunday Vision stumbled on an ad in the
city announcing ‘Legal Abortion' and
dispatched an undercover journalist to
investigate how abortion can be legal in
Uganda. What happened later reveals how
vulnerable unsuspecting girls can easily
be taken advantage of.

This ad by the roadside at Shell in the
aty centre was bold, L, it referred
to the abortion as legal, which is
intriguing. And two, it dared to place
a phone contact on an announcement
of abortion without fear of arrest. The
number is 0788454014, It smelled like
a good story.

I'tned to find out the registered
owner of the phone by sending
Mobile Money but I got a message:
Resource not found: Call 122 for
assistance. When [ called 122, an
MTN customer care person who
idenafied herself as Belinda explained
that the number "is specally
registered” and said she was not
allowed to reveal the owner's name.
When [ explained that | was failing to
send money to the number, she said
the owner has not yet acuvated the
account to receive Mobile Money.

So.1 a google application called
True Caller and found it registered in
the name of Legal Abortion!

THE INVESTIGATION STARTS

identified himself as Dr Gift and
assured me that I could get safe
aborton in 45 minutes. He told me
1o link up with him on WhatsApp for
details.

Five minutes later, we were charing
about the options for the deadly
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provedure, Using pills, he explained.
would cost me sh166,000 and last

45 minutes. The injection would cost
sh184,500 and take 35 minutes. The
Vacuum system would cost sh215,000
and take 15 minutes. The cost coverad
all the other senvices, including
cleaning except he advised me to
cary sanitary pads.

We agreed to meet the following day
at 10:00am at his clinic in Nakasero,
Kampala near Hardware City on Maza
Building. room T15v on the second
floor.

MEETING GIFT

Atexactly 10:00am, I was at Hardware
City. I called Dr Gift to direct me

1o his office. He told me he was in
Makindye attending to a patient, but
that he would send a colleague to
receive me. About 20 minutes later, a
:iny. s‘:‘ark ‘s:inncd short man with red

ips showed up. He spotted a goatee
with sideburns and did not losﬂnlrc a
medic at all.

He was dlad in faded jeans with

a black shirt and African sandals
and carried with him a travel bag.

He seemed 1o scan the place to see
whether | was with someone and
missed my photographer, who also
doubled as my guard in case anything
went wrong. He asked me the last
time I saw my periods and I told him
that I could not recall.
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He wanted the money and I asked if
1 could see his clinic first. He pointed
at Capital House that houses Capital
Shoppers in Nakasero. I asked him to
take me there so that when I retum
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menmday.llomwd-neplacewim
difficulty. =
ldl;sc walked me to Nakasero Medical
Centre, but, as we were about to
enter, he told me wait for him in
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me to use the Injection, whose drugs
he pulled out. He also got gloves and
ordered me to elther lie on the shabby
mattress or sit on the chair and spread
my legs.

Lasked him what kind of drugs he
was going to glve me.

He responded: “Madam omalila
Obudde! Kiki kvonomya?™ (Madam, you
are wasting my time; what exactly do
you want?).

He ordered me to remove my bra,

I refused. He said he needed to fecl
my breasts to ascertain how old the
Pregnancy was and what kind of
medicine to give me. I resisted. He
asked me to lie down so that he can
insert the tablet. I told him I was not
comfortable. I said I preferred a clinic
environment.

He lost his cool and tried 1o force
me on the bed. I fought him off and
made for the door. He grabbed me to
pull me back and I shouted for help.
He cowed and started asking me
whether I had another mission. What
baffled me was the woman in the
neighbourhpod was not bothered by
what was going on and continued
with her washing of clothes.

He followed me outside and said
he had agreed that we find a more
comfortable place. But I just wanted
to close the adventure because I had
reasonable conviction that the guy
wanted to rape me. I told him I'had
changed my mind and wanted to keep
the pregnancy and left as he tried to
persuade me to abort.

SNIFFING OUT EVIDENCE
Together with my photographer and
guard, we returned to the house and
asked neighbours whether they knew
him and if he was a doctor. Everyone
confirmed that he had never been a
doctor. They knew him as Baker and
he was a Senior Four drop out.

The cobbler, who works in front of
the house, assured me he was not a
doctor.

Article 22(2) of the
Constitution states:
“No person has the
right to terminate
the life of an unborn
child except as may be

ised by law.”
lll?lultltllﬂrlllslelglll T

“But ever since he came back from
South Africa, he always brings young
girls here. But I have never ma_lly
bothered to ask what he does.” he
said.

Aboy who runs a rolex stand near
the house also said Baker is nota

doctor. 8

“But I heard that he helps girls to
abort. In fact some people here call
him doctor,” he said.

Alady who runs a shop nearby also
said she was not a doctor.

“Maybe he is a witch doctor, we
can't know. Those are boys who are
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Over 297,000 illegal abortions maternal death In Uganda are

carrled out In Uganda annually. Over  a result of lileqal

150,000 women in Uganda sutfer 90 wronq. According to a study
by Healty

annually. Uganda, providing information,

Many fear to go to hospital fearing training servica providers and

they may be arrested. Because of providing services in 3 clean :

all the

abortlon, many women suffer silently  all take an Immediate first step In

with post-abortion complications. reducing maternal mortafity.

Another lady who sells clothes said:  are conmen in town who are using
*“1just see him once in a while, so | my clinic to hoodwink the public. My
do not know what he does. But 1 do ‘major focus is cancer. It is sad and
not think he is a doctor from the way heart breaking.” said Dr Luwagza,
he dresses and the kind of people he  whose business card shows he is
hangs out with. He has a group of consultant at Uganda Cancer Institute.
boys from Makindye ku madinisa he 1 called MTN again and told them
moves with,” she said. my ordeal. The customer care girl

Later, at 6:00pm, he called ordering there advised me 10 go to the Police.
me to stop disturbing him.

“Do not call me again! I am told AUTHORITY SPEAKS OUT
you have been asking my neighbours  Dr Sarah Opendi, the state minister
about me. Who even told you to come  for health in charge of general duties,
back to my clinic! | am not going to said the Police should be contacted
help you, go to Norvik Hospital or 1o investigate because abortion is
Marie Stopes,” he said. generally illegal.

I went back to the clinic where he “Let the Police start from there.
claimed he works from and asked for  Abortion is only permissible if the
Dr Gift. The owner of the clinic, Dr mother’s life is in danger. Doctors
Ahmed Luwagga, was shocked that only do it 1o save a mother’s life.

people were using his place to con the
public.
“We have no doctor here called

making ends meet. They have grown d

up from here. That house he tookyou  Gift or Mushereme George. I ama

to is his father’s house. That is where religious man and law abiding citizen;
they used to stay,” she said. 1 can never carry out abortion. Those

You cannot start putting up notice

to encourage people to come and
abort. It is wrong. We have enough
contraceptives in the country, which
is free of charge. We are encouraging
those who are sexually active to
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Robert Kalumba, the spokesperson
of Kampala Capital Ciry Authority
(KCCA), says hould not blame

look for this person pi ng unfawful
notices,” he said. “We are not the

es
o handle such issues. Call the Police,”
Kalumba said.
Police spokesperson, Emilian

unlawful “We condemn it But
condemnation Is not enough. We
are going 1o investigate this issue as
soon as possible. We ar
girls who have been Ii

It is regrentable that many, are
prey to this,” he said

WAY FORWARD

The Ugandan law only allows abortion
for health purpases only. Aricle 2202)
states: “No person has the right to
terminate the life of an unbomn child
except as may be authorised by law.”

Jackson Chekweko, the executive
director of Reproductive Health
Uganda said that according to the
guidelines from the Ministry of
Health, legal abortion is supposed to
be carried out under the supervision
of a senior physician.

“That person who is doing it now
while hiding is just endangering the
lives of Ugandan women. He should
be arrested,” he said.

Chekweko noted that many girls are
desperate for such services because of
unwanted pregnancies.

“But we should embrace the
position of government until such
a time that the law is reviewed. All
women who are not in position to look
after their unplanned babies shoull
cither abstain from sex or use family
planning methods,” he advised* <+
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