o
ahe Lganda S«
Pworber, 0 Ahale

cvsmryside is that it has a
Landscape terran, as (L a8 2
fowrtball pritch, spuarse sl
thormy-shiub rrees amd in this
wme of the vear, lush prass,
eveching ot as far as the ey
e
Serangely, for & distamoe
ol mone than 4060 mibes, the
vehiche meanders thnough the
1 Raramoda plains, thene i handly
1 any e of heman habiarion
M by thre woadsidee, save for 3 fow
trading eonines
= By the time our Land Crukeer
anived at Nomalu, the lav
trading ventre, south of the
plains of Pan Upe Wikélifi
TReserve belt, it was already
dark. We had bardy doven a
il vt the park, when our
velitche sinddenty ferked hack
aml forth before stopping
“There you are!™ Denis
O, our driver muttened,
pleasantly surprised The throe
ol us haed instinenivedy fumped
sk of our skins, almost
smlteusty, with emotions
bendering frighs, alarm and
shock, when a brght gleam of
= the headlamps of our whide,
st avet the beast sanding
majestically in the middle of
the chusty Momt-Mhale foeder
road

Tt 15 as handsome as nry
hirtle cat hack home, except
for irs size,” Kenneth Oloka
whispered in awe.

The brown beast with a bold
mane novally dominating the
edges af its face and neck, ook
its fime sweepits rod fongue
around its mouth.

Further seruting reveals that
the beast’s mane was not fully

" developed.

Yet ats facial features
suggested that it must have
been in the evening of its
lifie. As if 1o assert ins sense of
dominton, ity mane stiffened,
eyes eringed 1o slits, then, it

its head. rongue popping out,
expasing its cream set of tecth.
Tt licked, the glass enamel
around the head lamp and,
thereafier, regally strolled away,

= fading into wilderness. And
there was 2 sigh of relef In
the car.

The episode was eiched in
my mind, prompting me 1o
approach authorites of Pian
Upe Wildlife

brave, fierce and domineening
member of the cat family. Up
until that dramatic night, ke
many game animal enthusiasts,
1 believed that entire big cat
family had been wiped out of

FACTS AROUT LIONS

® Lions urunlly lhee In groups of 10 te 15
animals called prides

® An adult male's roar ean be heard up b
Bkm .':I;
® A female lion needs Skg of meat a day.
A male one needs Ty of mare a day.

WHY THEY MIGRATE

® Pian Upe Wildiite
Reserve Is hosting
three juvenile llons
wuspected to have
trehked for months,
from Kidepo National

Park. Young llons g ® Lions go on the hunt Tor food mostly
mainiy migrate for . from dusk untll dawn, Female llons do
adventure and {o 3 L BS5-90% ol the pride's hunting, while
avold territorial W 3 the male lons patrol the territory ang
batties with ect the pride.

elder lions, ® |1y the wiid, lions live for an average

of 12 years and up to 16 years. They
Ihve up o 25 years In 2008,
® Most lions live (n the savannah of
grasslands, Only one population ef
wiid forest-gwelling lions lives In Gir
Forest National Park, Indla.
® Fomale lions rench two-thirds of
thelr adult size by the time they

e pame resery
Avenrding to the
Ut Wikl
Authurity chiel
wanden, Frad Kigza,
Phan U is ammony:

the pame meeres are two years old.

that ane reomenng ® Lions run at a speed of up to

fromn a prim Athmph.

mrbubent pasy ® Lions and tigers are so closely
When presidem related that If ene shaved them, ane

It Amin Dada

was eusted in the
Nase 1970%, the
Kanmojone warmorns
ook advantage of

would not be able 1o tell them apart.
Thelr body structure Is so similar
only experis can tell them apart.
Lions are also related to leopards.
and jaguars.

the confision 1o kil ® They spend between
- e e
chers ing and sleeping.
contirund o eeep %Iqrs\np few sweal
:::;\;mm; ;ﬂuw‘w glands so they *lll!h':"
1y, grafles 3 d Lo conserve
Tionrs,” explains Kirza ‘:'“HW\‘ by resting
Chins Oryerma, the during the day and
prancipal wanden in charge of become mere active

Pian Upe game reserve, in an
intenvaew with the New Vivian
over on big cats smd: “Our
surverllance team savs we ane
hawting three juvenile loas
We suspea that they rekband
for months from Kidepa Valley
Natwonal Park, in the
northeast of the country,
trversng soatbwands
shmough Matheaiko-

at night when it Is
cooler.

EL

Rokira game reserve 2 .

and, finally, here,” Oryema “Juvenile lors traved out of Oryema adds that they alss divided the animal sanctuary

explained a sense of fantasy and love for  migrate when they can no amongst themselves ino their
He says young bons migrate  adventure, bom out of ther longer stand physical tauns Wi ETTIBOMICS.

for adventure. agliry” from elder lions that have Itis almast improbble that

What would you do ifyou meta ion? MOSES NAMPALA describs his spine-chiling

Coming face-to-face

with

mee of Pan
Upe 1 sy, with & fow
patches of ik, a pesily of
wolkzanic eruptiont 4 million
yrars agn. Mamy rocks have,
hemevet, sinet weatherad, oy
misch that some parts of the
park wensld pass for 2 vard of
etz

There s hardly 3 free wih
a hetght bevond 3R, exceps
the thorrry shirbs and a
Tew “elephant roothpicke™
Sansevicrial

At this time of the year, 2
sireable propartion of the
eround I% a Lwn of freshly

sprowting Erass over the
aporched ones, creating
sibwandant pasture for
Derbivoros game animals,
such as rebeas, deers and
antelope
A member of WA
survedllance crew said he luacd
sponed the cats a few days
ap, sauntering amaind shrub
thickets on the edge of the
NLake Opeta 45km west of the
FAME MESCTVE,

Moments later, the LIWA,
rruck we neoupied set ot for
thye western end of the game
reserve. Allhough the joumey
was fruitbess, as we Galled 10
locate the cats, none among
us regretted having tried, We
were consoled by a rare game
spectes, the shoehill stork thay
we had not bargained for,

1 bearnt from my host that
the fragile coosysiem of the
wetland around Lake Opeta, is
the anly breeding ground for
Uhvese bind species.

“Until we embarked on a
spirived campaign 1o sensitise
the fishermen and cstablish
a strueture 10 prowect the
sanciuary of ihe birds, the
fishermen used 10 wade
hirough the wedands, wreeking
nests, which explains the
dwindling papulation of the
‘birds across the country,”
ehbserves Oryema, regretfully

The shocbill stock, which is
catalogued among kg Nying
birds, stands at about a fool

[t has an wnusually, huge
and thick and hooked beak.

A shoebill slands Jooking
at us with dull sad eyes
that lend it a chronically
grim lock that suggests
vulnerability.

James Ocdwor, a fisherman,
explains that apart from God
designing the shoeblll's mouth
0 fish from the lake, he

it a sharp sight that can
ﬂlelt o spat #ls prey from
afar in

He adds: “One can spend a
day here withoul carching any

[ish, but you can be sure 1o
spot a shochill *

“When it geas hungry, it
hovers around the lake and, in
just a few minutes, cuches a
fish, more than enough forits
day’s meal,” explains Odwor,

wilh a chuckle.

. L rvironvent T
| gockand delight at his encounter vith the dreaded beast and is fascinating ifestyle

the king of the jungle

Loeation of Pian Upe Game reserve
(3) Zmimordis
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Reserye
canservation
animals logated
sub-reqlon,
a.
t o W the
Istration in
3 gerve cOVErs an
res 788 sq.k
s "E;rzuaunslglnm

|t Is now under the
of Mt. Elgon

I-n.rH unty
: co
1 ’&":'mu ralnfall
nd from June to

ber, althaugh, In
rs, It hardly ralns,
‘the game reserve

until earty this month.
Tha encounter with the
big cats happened two
waels ago. My friends
and | had set out 1o
Ioak for lirewood when,

KENYA

(2)
Amudat suddenty, we saw two
of the big cats. They
brinfly stared at us and

Gesert date went thair wry.

gn habisonla

.

) the game reserve

ed large mammalsh
hem elephants,
black rhinos, they

tinct.
r}tn:tlll hosts

ammals, such
s, elands, and
many unigue | nawe seen the lions
Including menitor mare than three times.
d African rock o - : in (heras't tm:: weehs,
Hirict headg) but | realised they were
® Tomms uarters The fiest time,
was late in the evening
== Omerraads when | was returning
from the neartry =
— COUTITy
burelle. it stopped,
beurdanes Ipoked on tnen decided

Oryema as we siop
distance. umu:ﬁu hyﬁf
presence, the cats go aboy
their business,

It was not long befone
tactfully crept, inio the p::‘f
b';m-_-eam nu‘}e ma,n hill, tip-

Ing and nesol
afier a deer. st

Their prey, having sensed
the danger, sprinted out of their
sight and the three lions gave
up their pursuit, retreating back
1o their spot.

Acconding to Kizza, unlike
their eousin, the leogards and
cheetahs that prefer solitary
hunting, young lions hunt in a

i

catch, such as a
buffalo would see them
relieved from the awful chore
of hunting for a week " he
ubservg_g Oryema ohserves
that a lion leams, by instinc,
the commaon routes and hang-
out places of its prey.

“Once it perceives the
Toutes, it also marks the tme
whg itis more likely 1o peta
catch.

children that spend tin
grazing live stock in th
fields encounter such

wild animals reqularly,




