
Medicine and the Law 

Doctor kills, 
dismembers 
wife and maid 
Forensic pathologists carefully sorted out the 70 
different body parts and concluded that they be- 
longed to two distinct persons, both females. 

BYDRSYLVESTERONZIVUA 

n September 29, 1935, young 
woman taking a morning walk 
noticed a bundle jammed be- 
tweensomerocksinastream. she 

was shocked tosee what appearedtobe 
ahuman hand stickingout oft. 
She called the police who were to dis- 

cover twohuman heads on the banks of 
thestream as wellsfourother bundles 
of human remains The body parts were 
thigh bones, legs, pieces of flesh and an 
armless torso. A newspaper dated Sep 
tember 15,1935, was used for Wrapping 
someofthebody parts. 
‘The body parts were sentto the anat- 
omy department of a nearby universi- 
ty,where two eminent forensic pathol- 
ogists examined the 70 different body 
parts The forensic pathologists careful- 
y sorted out the pieces and concluded 
that the pieces belonged to two distinct 
‘persons, both females, one six inch- 
s shorter than the other. The body of 
the taller person was almost complete, 
while the torso of the smaller person 
wasmissing. 
‘Fromthe way the bodies had beendis- 
‘membered, it was clear that the mur- 
derer had knowledge of human anat- 
‘omy and was probably amedical man. 
Hehadusedaknife.andnotasawtocut 
through joints and ligaments meticu- 
lously : 
Hehadremovedtheskinfromtheface 

to make the faces unrecognisable, cut 
off the fingertips to make fingerprint 

theteethtoavoid dental identification. 
However, some scalp hair remained 

on the head of the smaller body,and a 

ofthe hands with intact finger tips. Af- 
ter soaking the hands in hot water,the 
forensic pathologists were abletoget an 
excellent setof fingerprints. 
Ageestimation of the bodies was done 

by taking into account several features, 
among which were the union of thesu - 
‘turesof the skull, Xray of the roots of the 
teeth, and union of e epiphysesof the 
long bones. From these, it became clear 
‘that the age of the smaller victim was 
around20 years while the other person 
appeared tobeamiddleaged woman. 
‘Astothe cause of death, this was fair- 

ly clear; the taller woman had five stab 
‘wounds to the chest,several broken 
bones, and some bruises. The hyoid 
bonein the neck was fractured,indicat- 
ingstrangulation before the other inju- 
ries had been inflicted. As to the other 
bodythe signs were that she had been 
battered with some blunt object. 
‘The newspaper in which some of the 
‘ody parts were wrapped was aspecial 
ocaledition fora particular cityandthe 
police were drawn to believe the sus- 
pect was from this particular area and, 
in particular, someone with medical 
training Suspicion fell on asmall rath- 
er good-ooking doctor He had report- 
ed 1o police the disappearance of his 
vileand his was fivedays beforethere- 
‘mains were di 
‘The doctor further alleged that their 
‘maid at home had gotten pregnant by 

b i st hnd 

‘The doctor was pathologically jealous and constantly suspected his wife was 
unfaithful. PHOTO/REUTERS 

TROUBLE IN PARADISE 

‘The doctor was pathological- 
Iy jealous and constantly sus- 
pected his wifo was unfaithful. 
Their married life had long boon 
astormy one;and the doc- 
tor's wife had even filed a po- 
lice complaint afew years prior 
tothe murder, alleging her hus- 
band was beating her. 

taken her somewhere for an abortion, 
rinan cha s alen micrin Thanalica 

- went to the house of the maid and re- 
covered part of a blouse, and it was the 
same type that had been used to wrap 
some of the human remains. The par- 
ents of the maid confirmed that the 
blouse,indeed,belonged totheir daugh- 
ter. 

‘The police also questioned one of the 
domestic servants working in the doc- 
tor's home. The servant told them that 
on the day the doctor’s wife and maid 
disappeared, the doctor arrived early at 
her houseand explained that she didn't 
'have to come to work that day,since his 
wife had gone out of town,and that he 
e takinatha hildran ant for thada 

“The next moming, the servant foy, 
the doctor’s house in a state of ch, 

| os,with carpets,the bath full o yelj 
stain,and a pile of burnt material in 

yfle;mwr told the police that the: 
doctor had persuadled her to come ang 
cleanuphishousetoprepare it for e, 

| rators claiminghehad injured his hap 
| she and her husband had Uhllmnz], 
scrubbed out the house. And the 

| torhad given them some bloodistaineg 
carpets and a blue suit that was als, 
stained withblood. 
On October 12,after a night of interry. 

gation, police formally arrested the doc. 
| torand charged him with the murder, 
| ofhis vifeand theirmaid.Inspite of 
| doctor's attempts to cover his tracks, the 
' truth about the murders had now be. 

comeclear: 
“The doctor was pathologically jealous 
and constantly suspected his wife 
unfaithful. Their married life had! 
beenastormyone,and the doctor's 
‘had even filed a police complaint a ey 

! years prior to the murder,alleging her 
 husbandwasbeatingher. 
| Aweekbeforetheirdisappearance,th 
. doctor’s wife and the maid had goriety 
. visit some close friends. However, 
dmomupefl:duwthlswflevms‘) 
ing an adulterous relationship v\, 

| friend of his, and when she return 
'home,the two had a violent confro 
tion.Inafitofjealous frenzy;the doct 

| strangled his wife and stabbed her re- 
peatedly The maid probably heard the 
screamsofthedoctor'swifeand came 
toinvestigate, whereupon she, too, 
fatally assaulted by the doctor He prob- 
ably spent the following day dismern: 
beringboth bodies,and that samennigi. 
travelled several miles away to dispose 
oftheremains. 
At his trial, the doctor’s main line of 

defence was that the bodies discov- 
ered in the river were not of his wite or 
the maid. However,the forensic experts 
provedtothecourtssatisfaction the real 
identities ofthe deceased. 
For the first time, the method of pho 

tographic superimposition was used in 
this case,and became a dramatic p 
offoresicevidence thatclinched y 
identity of the doctors wife. The re 
was a unanimous verdict of guilty, ar- 
rived atonly ater one hour of deliber 
tion.The doctor was hanged on May 12 
i 
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