
opportunities, trees have effectively be- tion because the environmental im- ues unchecked, the region could face in- of industtiausat... 

e e A 

Land grabbing threatens schools, health centres nationwide 
BY DAN WANDERA 

LUWEERO. A growing public outery 
over persistent land disputes across 
Uganda has put public institutions, 
faith-based organisations, schools, and 
health centres under immense pres- 
sure. 

These institutions top the list of prop- 
erties battling suspected encroachment 
and land grabbing. Community leaders 
reveal that in many cases, land donat- 
ed for public use has been reclaimed by 
relatives of the original owners. 

and taking advantage of thelack of doc- 
umentation for donated land."he says. 
Some individuals have taken over 
Sempa Church of Uganda Primary 
School, Kajuule Memorial Primary 
School,and Kiiso Church of Uganda Pri- 
‘mary School, playgrounds and gardens. 
Mr Samuel Ssesanga, a parent and 
member of the School Management 
Committee at Sempa, says a section 
of family members reclaimed a signif- 
icant portion of the school's garden 
and children's playground because the 
school lacked original documents for 
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not just selfishness but also a decline in 

therising commercial value of land. 
“Our grandparents were generous 

and shared their property with com- 
munities, donating land for schools, 
churches, and health units. Many have 
since passed on without leaving doc- 
umentation, and some selfish family 
‘members have exploited this toreclaim 

- Many donated lands lack formal 
documentation. 
- Relatives of original donors 
often reclaim Innd for 
commercial gai 
- Rising land vnlu- incentivises 
encroachment. 
« Experts note a decline in 
societal ethics. 

land,"he said. 
Lands Minister Judith Nabakooba ac- 

knowledges the trend and advises af- 
fected institutions, including churches, 
tosurvey and formally title their land to 
deter encroachers. 
“The original spirit of generous dona- 

tions has been overshadowed by selfish 
individuals taking advantage of unclear 
documentation,”Ms Nabakooba said on 
March 6 during the Women’s World Day 
of Prayer at St Nicholas Orthodox Ca- 

faith-based institution 
land to apply for land 
tive zonal offices. It clarifie 
does not transfer ownership t- 

ment; land remains with 
tion, with users such a 
centres, or churches formaily 
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