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The LC1ofthe area says

there is now relief be-

Cause initially, residents

had been living in fear
ecause many people

were being abducted or
eaten,

BY DERRICK WANDERA
his is Magere. This is Robert Kyagu:
lanyi, aka Bobi Wine's home. Or,
for the past two months, a home
shared uneasily with security per-

stmnel,

The compound looked green, desert:
ed, andl quiet, but that calm belied the
Storm that had raged here before, dur-
N, and after the January 15 Gener-
al Election, For weeks, the place was

Twling with a cocktail of armed men,

CVeTy corner dotted with uniforms and
Watchful eyes,

The last time 1 had been here, in late
January, the scene was a different ket
Ueof fish, Military trucks lined theroad,
Securnity personnel lurked at junctions,
a"&mmu\-m at roadblocks stopped
T @ists and pedestriansalike.

Thiis time, it was a straight ride to the
Eate.Tknocked twice, waited, but no one
tame,

Ihad taken a boda boda through the
drizzle, bouncing along soggy roads in
Magere Village, Kasangati Ward, Waki-
50 District, 1o the mansion that sits on
Seven acres, L arrived at 12:14 pm, stood
At the gate, and scanned for security
Personnel. None.

While waiting for colleagues deployed
from the newsroom to join me, I paced,
wary of shadows and suspicious of

every passer-by. The tension that had-

hung thick in the air seemed to have

lifted. Sources had tipped us off; the | 4

Locals stand near the main gate of Robert Kyagulanyi, aka Bobi Wines' homa in Magars, Wakiso District, yesterday, PHOTOS / ABUBAKER LUBOWA

Magere: Bobi’s home looks

Joint security operation had beenwith-  {#

drawn,
When my colleagues arrived, I retreat-

cdtowhatIthoughtwasasafespot, half |

expecting to be accosted by unseense- © -

curity personnel. But instead of hostili-

Y @) found relief. Residents smiled as |/ °
theyrecounted their encounters with
the men who had besieged Bobi Wine's

home for 69]ong days.

Neighbours said the first batch of fa-

tigued soldiers left on Sunday after-
Noon, while the last group, members

of the Joint Anti-Terrorist Task Force ' -

UATT), departed yesterday morni

moming. |
After hours of calls to Bobi Wine'sin- 1.
ner circle, a caretaker finally peeped L

through the gate. He toldus his  boss
had not cleared our en-
try, Bobi Wine, af-

ter all, had fled the
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tion were evident,
Security cameras
and lights mounted on

VOTES

twisted inward, and lights dismantled

or disconnected from the power lines,
Home owners, who didn't want to be

named in this story because of its sensi-

tivity, whispered that operatives, more '
than 60 in number, had forced them to *

redirect or remove surveillance equip-
ment, citing “special operations.”
According to the accounts of different
residents, the security operatives took
over different unfinished housesin stra-
tegic positions, which enabled them

to get a clear view of Mr Kyagulanyi's

house and the compound.

A report by the Daily Monitor last |
month detailed the security setupin

Magere. From the first turn-off on
Gayaza-Kampala Road, CCTV cam+
eras and deployed security per-
sonnel were stationed at multiple
points, with at least six soldiers on
eitherside of key intersections.
The LC1 of the area and residents
at the time said they were living in

i fearasmany people werebeingabduct-
' ed and beaten in the night, forcing nor-
the houses of the neighbours had been |

mal business to close by 8pm, yet they
had been workinguntil after midnight.
Astroll yesterday revealed patches of
dry grass under trees, where tents, com-
monly referred toas *mama ingia pole
polé once stood. Unfinished houses
had been commandeered for vantage
points. Towards the eastern approach
to the main gate lay a section of the
plantation, fenced off with dry banana
leaves, Beneath the makeshift sheller,
fragments of blue and white soap were
scatlered like breadcrumbs, while the
ground remained soggy, indicating that
thg placeyd begn pressedlitosrvicy

deserted

[ s

asabathing spot for security personnel.

On the eastern side, a storied building
with a red tiled roof gave soldiers an ea-
gle’s eye view into the compound of the
former presidential candidate.

“When they tock over the house, the
owner of the site put a gate on the main
entrance of the perimeter wall witha
view to stopping the operatives from oc-
cupying the building under construc-
tion. But they forced their wayin as they
Jjumped over the fence,” a resident said.

To the south, a 24/7 roadblock had
stood guard. But close to it was another
unfinished house, which was reported-
ly rented out to officers for rest and stor-
age. The owner of the house dexlined to
comment on howmuch he was paid. on
a closer look at the environment, evi-
c!ence of security personnel occupation
littered the area; there were empty bot-
tles of NEC Uzima mineral water, dis-
posablesilver plates dumped in ditches
and pl_mesufotlwrpersoml belongzings.

A quick search on the Uzima website
says: “Article 209 (d) of the 1995 Consti-
tution ofths Republic of Uganda gap:

and free

. A journalist
by . takes photos
o %, ‘ and videos
at the main
gateof
former
presidential
candidats
Robart Kya-
gulanyi aftar
security
personnel
vacated
his homa
yestarday.

DIPLOMATICS TALKS

This publication established
that the decision tovacate the
residence wasas a result of
efforts by an ad hoc committee
comprising religious leaders and
topdiplomats fromthe US and
European Union.

dates the Uzanda Peoples’ Defence Forc-
& (UPDF) to engage in productive activ-
ities for the development of Uganda. It is
upon this background that the Ministry
of Defence and Veteran Affairs (MOD-
VA)/UPDF incorporated a water bot-
ting Company in the name of NEC Uz-
imaLimited on July 302015
_On the northern side, another unfin-
ished building had been turnad into 2
watchtower. Residents said up to a doz-
en armed operatives manned the bal-
cony day and night with gun barrels
trained on Bobi Wine's hame.

Myltiple attempts 1o get a rnmmant

again

from the police or army officials hit a
brick wall as calls and messages to their
known phone numbers w9 *man-
swered by presstime, iy

On January 13, Justice Simon Bya-
bakama, the Electoral Commission
chairman, under a total internet black-
out, declared Museveni, 81, winner of
the 2026 presidential election with 72
percent cf the vote; his main challenger,
43-year-old Bobi Wine, received 24 per-
centofthevote.

On January 17, the army raided Bobi's
house, sealing it off from arry access, but
the musician-cum-politician was not
found n the house.

On January 23, the military and the
Special Forces Command (SFC), an elite
force whose cardinal role is to protect
the president, broke into Bobi's house
as they followed the Global Positioning
Systemn (GPS) on the pop star’s phone.

“They thought he was inside, and that
is why they forced their way in. They
searched and conldn't find him; they
only found his phone,” asource said.

The government has maintained that
the military presence at Bobi Wine's
home has been to watch the security of
the former presidential candidate.

The siege forced the Uganda Law So-
cety (ULS) to petition the Chief Magis-
trate's Court in Kasangati, accusing the
government of mounting an unlawful,
military style siege on the Opposition
leader's home

InitsMarch 16filing, the lawyers’ body
listed the Attorney General as respend-
ent and demanded theimmediate with-
drawal of armad personnel, a halt to
surveillance, and a permanent injune-
tion against interference with the fam-
ily's iberty.

ULS president Isaac Ssemakadde last
week condemned the deployment as
“blatant constitutional violations.” He
argued: “The deployment, encircle-
ment, blockade, surveillance, and con-
tinued presence of armed personmnel at
the Kyagulanyi residence constitute an
unlawful restriction of personal liber-
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