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signifies the stari of
French Revolution more
{han 200 years ago, i
UMARU KASHAKA spote
to the French Ambassador
to Uganda, Stephanic
Rivoal, on this and other
issues pertaining to the
Republic's relations with
Uganda

27N, What was your
£ } first Impression

- about Uganda
when you teok up
U your posting here?

~ 1t was my first ©

n Upandagbut | was well aware

of A 3l T have been

0 Su

Libena ny other places. |

the beauty of the country, ¢
the potential, espe
and tounsm. 1w
surpnsed by the people. They are
casy-going. So, | think my first

mpressions were positive French ambassador to Uganda Stephanie Rivoal
guring the interview. Photo by Willred

Tell us about the Bastille Day,
what are some of the enduring
memories of this day?
Ii\.mly 228 yeans ago, today, ondinary : fast. We want to be by the side of
French peaple ook a bold decision o the Ugandan people, by the side
free themselves from oppression. The & of the Government, |.n many ;mw
revolutionanes stormed the Bastille 3 of infrastructure. So, that could be
fortress, a symbol of the oppressive 1 hydroclectnaity, big dams, but also
monarchy. The French Revolution 3 the small rural area hydroelectiaity
brought about a wind of change from :  So, anything to #0 by green energy,
down to the top in all people’s mind, : green eleariaity and infrastructure,
attitude and way of thinking. The : such as roads. We are hoping to
revolutionary spirit of the French led & be the ones selected to build the
1o the birth of a new nation, the First + Kampala-Jinja expressway
Republic under the motto of “Libert : We were involved in the Ggaba
Equality, Fraternity™, where every : water project in Kampala and we
citizen has their place, whatever the  § are also involved in smaller projects,
differences in opinions, religion or 1 such as biodiversity, promoting green
race. ¢ tourism and ecotourism. There are a
Unlike some other countries 1 vanety of activities that we are doing
in Europe, such as Belgium, 1 and in terms of electricity, we believe

Sweden and the UK, whichare still ~ § itis going to help Uganda develop
monarchies, France is no longera : massively and quickly.
monarchy. There are no reminisces Access to electridity, of course, will
of the monarch in institutions. We cause industries to grow and hire
are stll into a strong president that 3 more people. They will then have
could be symbolically speaking a + access to green electricity. So, we
monarch, but the way the instirutions 3 looked at the entire territory and
are working are involving the people 3 some of them, like the west, can have
fromAtwZ * access 10 big dams, but some rural
So, forus, the French, the Bastille  : areas are more remote and for such,
Day is the symbol of the freedom : they need mini hydro electricity,
of our country and the beginning % they need a spedific dedicated way
of the Republic and the Republic, % 10 access electricity and these are
carries strong values with it. It holds : the types of projects we are helping
the values that we have written all : Uganda with.
over the place of equality, liberty and

fraternity. % In your oplnion, how can we best :
empower the youth In Uganda to :

Recently, your development make a positive contribution In

agency signed a financing the country?

agreement to support Your country has a young populatio;
construction of mini-hydro Half of the people are below 16
plants In the country, can you years old. It is much younger than
tell us more about the deal. France, by comparison. Such people
The French Development Agency have many needs. Some of them are

(AFD) is growing its commitment : basic needs, such as access 1o health,
every year, even doubling from last access to electricity and jobs. The
year to this year and it is growing needs of some others are more like

sz Focus on agriculture Say,

Detenters Award: Angweeh's golon, has been much more into the
| Development Fung

from France

massive political reshuffle.

which was & massive surprise

* vocational training, acquiring skills
and another one is possibly 1o have
a2 vision of the future for them. It Bd
‘2 more intellectual type of need an:
meaning to their lives. ‘When you
have a bodaboda business, it seems
10 be something that the young
people like. It is hard 10 see the
future. What is the future going 10
be like? | mean, one may nide their
bodabodLunnldlcymwyemo\d
because there is no evolution in such

When one educates themselves,
they acquire the skills. You can
‘move from one job to another
and then possibly acquire more

11ook at agriculture, | have been
1o the countryside, in many places,
the land can be worked upon more,
but it will require someone to be
% in the field every day and nurtre
their profession every day, every

1 think the young people need

industrialisation of the country in
order 1o have access to these jobs
and people in general need to look
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A Deseriba the balanes of trade THE POTENTIAL e of If ihses e tor thee
betwaen Franes and Uganda, - . Ph A0t e meris y :
how can It be fmproved? IS RIGHT THERE
1045 2 emall one Uganida "
exporting agricultural prxlucts to UNDERYOUR,

of your product
use of chemical

are more and mos

urope because it brings us together.
Ither we make it stronger or it will
collapse.

""\Ig.“ construction of Europe.

on Itis a sad story, especially from
the UK. It will impact negatively
on Europe at the beginning when So, itis a tipping point. | think it
we need 1o find new trading ¢ isan opportunity for Europe to be
arrangements, but we should look at 3 stronger.

you have quite the o
terms of the system
a strong Nationa) Re'“:‘“ have
Movement party, |gp ,,2NCe
President of 30 yeag S\2Nding
70-something years 57 Wit
President is 39 oy, T My
we have a different s oy | | thing
of now. So, lessons |earuD as
do not know because n;“? |
in France saw it (electjs, O 143U
Macron) coming, to pg p1: ©

It was a bit of a SUfpris:"“‘-

We were surprised °ur;
But we are launching o, Clveg =
into a new era, a ney wo"“'ves )
Macron, to many, is also rid,
symbol of a new erg, 3 —
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work, but the potenyj,
there under your feer,
soil.

al is righ
-Itis yoy,

How will Brexit affecy U ik L by
1do not think in any yay j; 9ang,;

affect Uganda or Africa bcmwm
the UKis going 10 look gy bjj "
amangements, so, maybe y, cral
outside the European Union (Eﬂnn r
Itis a shame that the UK s leay U).
the EU, I think we are s(mngcrv”‘g
when we are united, bup hi

of the UK and Europe has b,

a passionate one since d

/! Mar,
¢ Tharcher (Prime Minister orgla}:zlu
i

from 1979 to 1990). There Was thj
moment in history, where (he Ul;I )
always been saying: ‘Uh, we wany
be out, we are not getting €nough 9
of it So, they will never be salisgﬂ d
with Europe. Whereas France, llaT
Germany, the continental Eur(lxpc '
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.

France 1 ot " -
matnly e anida, 1t eould FEET.I TISYOUR
e minch clally on the pa
rerieultural prodisets: The level of ,\’?”_.
Wiality that the French people, the
French market and the Furopean
market 15 expectin i : stieks to high quality,

Arieniire in Uy farasl & orznic and pure pre h
can tell from my expertence of betng - you already have
Nere, 15 at crossroads, You want more &

productivity and | ag
You can produes much mo
should not be affecting the quality
hecially with th
becanse if you do,
your products will be banned from
the European markets

There are many standards and they &
stringent
agricultural products to pre
the health of the European people.
For example, a lot of pesticides used
Ma). Gen. Bacquet decorating Gen. Edward Katumba Wamala are banned in Europe and if your

the bright side. It may strengthen % 1o sell to European market org:
produce, which is free of chemica
roducts, one will sell them ata
igher price and you can find your
way into the European market. |
hink there is an opportunity on
+ agricultural products if Uganda

As we mark the Bastille Day,
what messaqe do you have for
both the French citizens and
Ugandans?

On this particular edition of the
Bastille Day in Uganda, o

is about the
have chosen o
the : French social R
¢ by the left wing government that
3 had just ascended to pos
era was particularly mar
 improvement of the

olution initiated

freedom of all peop!

With the Legion of Honour at a ceremony recently products contain pesticides, they will 3 and benefits. For the first tim mankind. Equality between man
Angwech, the founder and exeey not be sold. * workers enjoyed a two-week paid nd wnmmmkmwc-c: people,
y s o o s etween al 2 <ings
omic Development and Globay; e . On the opposite side, if one tres holiday, a reduction of the number ‘y;:»l(:‘::;ulr]x(h(\rlrrm:‘ﬂrl AT

* of working hours to 40 per week

* and also a free train ticket to holiday
I destinations, such as resorts and

% seashores. Consequently, the more

: modest French people had the

¢ opportunity to change their lives, 10
% raise their ambition as they gain more : France.

most importantly, fr: ity for the
solidarity with one another, never
forgetting that peace is the key to

he Republic, Long live

Fete Nationale
Francaise

Camusat, the leading provider of quality telecom network
infrastructure and technology worldwide, extends heartiest
congratulations on the occasion of the French national holiday

BASTILLE DAY.
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