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- Manage your waste with bio-digester

BY ROLAND D. NASASIRA

masasita@uy natinnmedis enm,

Il her life, Flavia Amiya, a
resident of Kitinda Village,
Nlkumba parish in Wakisn

pistrict had known only two
methods of sewerage disposal:
the pit latrine and the septic
tank. One day as she was con-

remplating digging a septic tank,

she was told about the managing
director of Home Contractors,
Julius Kirumira, who introduced
her to the new method of sewage
disposal called a bio-digester.

Reluctantly, after Kirumira had

convinced h.cr about the benefits
of the bio-digester, she decided

to have one installed in her home,

terms of conetrue ma

“The builders of the hio-di
gester only required half a small
truek of sand, half a truek of
aggregate for conerete and fow
bags of coment ane loss labeur,
The construetion and installation
process tonk only four days and
the builders came with the mate
rinl,” Kasumba says, adding that
he paid She2m which included
lahour,

sefore settling down for the
bio-digester, Kasumba says he
and his engineer had budgeted
for approximately Shs7m to con-
struct the ordinary septic tank
and that the construction was to
take approximately two weeks.
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THE APPROXIMATE COST IN
SHILLINGS OF BUILDING THE BIO-

Sm. The additional
She500.000 was for transnarta-
tion eosts of the materiale from
the mainland at Entehhe tty the
island, a distanee of approsi
mately 25 kilometres on water,

Thvmlctmkhdnpmmhb\n!skn
up very little space compared to the ysual
septictank. =070 oo ann s

rits in small spaces DIGESTER.
“If you have a small plot of 50
feet by 50 feet, you can build a Ngamba Island Chimpanzee
house and the blo-_dl_Resler any- Sanctuary in Lake Victoria also
where in the remaining small tapped into the new sewage man-
space of the compound. No one agement technology 14 months -
can ever tell that it is In your ago. At the island, the sanctuary
compound. It economises space  maintenance manager, Boniface
and does not tak_e a lpng time to 0Ojok, says they use the bio-
pe constructed,” Amiya explains.  digester because of the level of
The bio-digester that was built environment sensitivity, being in
at her house serves six other the middle of the lake. )
houses, all rental units in one “Before we adopted the bio- =2 g .
1ce. digester, we i Y ROLAND 0. NASASI
fe’Similarly, David Kasumba, also co%lection baléssev‘\illfipc%c\l;; fn(l!g:alfle e T T
aresident of the same place, uses  seal to keep them air tight. At
the bio-digester at hishomeand  times, we sundried the sewage " "
kindergarten. His kindergarten from the guest cottages and used Abo t the blO-dl ester conversion process starts immediately
has approximately 20 nursery itas manure. Sewage manage- u g g Ly oo
pupils and his home about 15 ment was basically a challenge i Ea e s s tee g UrS
people. F until we learned of the hio-di- Julius Kirumira, the managing director  tained in the water have been sieved means that the water contains nitrogen
«] weighed the option of the gester tank that converts sewage of Home Contractors, says when you and the sewage decomposed, itis that can be used for irrigation. It can
septic tank a.nd the bio-digester intq water and gas,” Ojok says, flush the toilet, sewage and water'is directed to the soak pit thatl contains also be used domestically when treated
with my engineer and chose the Ojok says construction of the channelled and directed intothe bio-  rocks and stones, before going intothe.  fy ey Kirumira says.
Jatter. It was unbelievable thatit  bio-digester cost them Shs3m digester. ground. : Joseph Buwembo, an engineer, s2ys .
only required excavating about and that it occupied a width and There, the bio-digester uses naturally  The sewage and other organic matter i the ordinary septic tank, the bio-
three feet deep apd ogcupled length of one and a half metre, occurring anaerobic bacteria to treat the ~ from thg toc!et then settle at the bottom digestar can be installed in areas with
about one metre in width and He adds that it serves four to 10 sewage by digesting and decomposing  of the bio-digester and are then con- high water tables because it doesnt
Jength,” Kasumba explains. guests that camp at the island. it besides eliminating disease causing verted by bacteriainto water and s break easily. It does not require empty-
Unlike the ordinary septic tank, If it was to be built on the main- organisms, After the chemicals con- ready todissolve into the ground. “This
materially, Kasumba says the land, Ojok says it would have
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!!' All you have to do is follow the steps below:

Purchase a Universal Multipurpose Estates home with our home loan

and get a FREE cooker plus a chance to have your home fully furnished!*

1. Cutoutand retain this coupon ad

2. Visitany of the Universal Multipurpose Estates in

4. Present your coupon(s) Lo Universal Mulli;?urposte attime
of purchase of your new home and you will be given a
' o " 1
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