13

Opinions
T T R - - ————_— S— —
L]
™
B From Moshi to Namuwongo and
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= | back, what should the Monitor do?
=bailouts. inned on a noticeboard behind my old by which the country can derisk the political
olong- desk when I became editor of the Daily As 1 leave the n ewsroom., transition. This was the opportunity that the
eplanned Monitorwas a column by Charles On- it is mv view that the Moshi Conference presented in 1979; we con-
sstretched yango-Obbo (COO), the founding edi- S STV SR tinue to pay the penalty for failing to seizeit.
randa tor,about the role of the newspaper. Jiff?f mlors core !'019 must Mainstream mediano longer commands
‘d,‘,-;‘h“f‘* s Alot had happened between 2002, shift from waiting on gl;nmwohmﬂ;mbﬁcdmmme
s,tighten | - COO left the news) for anew life 2 ¥ D : 2 ing swamp that is soci iacannot
verprom- | _inNairobi,Kenya,and October2007,whenhe '?‘0103_3’ to trying to posi be the arenain which anew elitegrand bar-
cannot wrote the column. The violence seen in the tively influence society... gain and social contract will be negotiated or
Alean- 2001 election had increased exponentially in z : agreed. _
2load 2006, where the main Opposition candidate, Difficult choices will have to be made.The
arcon- DrKizza Besigye had mostly campaigned out * anger and extremism of the aggrieved will
iecash . of prison,battling rape and treason charges. £ have to betempered,as will the impunity and
Tl:i‘:ﬂl Armed commandos had raided and be- ks mﬁﬁn}?tof the privileged. Those on the in-
nda'sre- sieged the High Court in Kampala,and pres- 3 side ave tobe nudged to see that oppor-
ts for air- idential term limits, seen as a safety valve for i Daniel K. Kalinalki e — tunistic alliances, be they with political figure-
erns Uganda's new constitutional order;had been In My View £ / heads or ghetto superstars,are temporal and
ition removed from the Constitution before even 1 J { J will not fix systemic issues like poor service de-
|invest- being implemented. For good measure, the be able tomake a contribution when the en- livery and the collapse of therule of law:
rgen- Monii had been shut down vironment was more amenable to progres- Those onthe outside will also have to accept
2aseof in 2002 and its sister radio, KfM,in 2005.Al- sive political reform. My primaryjob,as Isaw that they cannot wish away existing power
‘Lith- though Nation Media Group had been giv- it was to avoid a shutdown of the Monitor or structures or all the people inside them and
paci- en alicence to start NTV,the launch of the tel- any of its outlets. will have to identify incremental reforms and
selec- evision station had been delayed by several Yet that is exactly what happened barely a imperfect attempts,as longas they are in the
~clear months-andatgreatcosttothecompany-as  fortnight afterlleft the paper formyownso-  rightdirection. :
st pro- punishment for the Monitor's sins. Jjourn in Nairobi,over a story about the over- The Monitor'srole,therefore,is to find and
Unsurprisingly Onyango-Obbo'sadvicewas  seeroftheintelligence services allegingaplot ~ recreate the missing middle mourpo[xttrs,
e that the Monitor's primaryresponsibilitywas  toeliminate officials opposed tothe 'Muhoo-  bring backevidence-based argument into pol-
al- tosimply survive and try to outlast President Zi Project’. icymaking,and allow calmer and cleverer
but Museveni's government.It was an argument That the dlosuredid not happen on my voices with adiversity of views toemerge.
1mix informed by past events and future possibil- watch did not matter in the grand scheme of Over the last decade or so,political decay has
aas- ities. The second safety-valve in the Constitu- things; the political space was and wouldcon-  degenerated publiclifeinto qdock‘wnt.d‘ung
a tion, the presidential age-limit,would,in the tinue to be hotly contested, as seen in the vi- race to the bottom. The Monitor canreinvent
-ed case of the incumbent, kick in within the dec- olence of the 2021 elections, as well asthat itself by creating and curating new conversa-
dge ade and force some political change, at least around the removal of the age-limit safety tions about possibilities for the future,and the
g within the ruling NRM party. valve. Uganda we want.It needs tostop merely try-
5 Iprinted out and pinned the column above As]leave the newsroomyit is my view that ing to survive and find new ways to thrive.
my desk as a constant reminder, first, that the Monitor's core role must shift from wait-
was merely a ternporary occupant of arole ing on biology to trying to positively influence
2108 that othershad played beforeand wouldplay ~ sodety and theinevitable looming change.It
ipi- after me,and that I had aresponsibility to can-and should -do that by imagining and
i

keep the lights on so that the Monitorwould

platforming debate on the many scenarios

freadom fighter.

Mr Kalinakiis a journalist and poor man’s
write2kalinaki@gmall.com; @Kalinaki
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climate finance flows over $600 billion annu-

*-* -"reionalling a rapidly expanding
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