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KAMPALA. The National Drug Au-
thority (NDA) is under fresh scrutiny
over “massive irregularities” in the
expenditure of Shs10b and abuse of
office, according to information this
newspaper has seen.

The details are contained in a dos-
sier dated June 21, sent to Speaker
Rebecca Kadaga to prompt investiga-
tons.

According to the dossier, NDA man-
agement paid Shs9b as down payment
to construction firm, Seyani Brothers,
which was awarded procurement ten-
der for construction of drugs author-
ity headquarters on Lumumba Avenue
but the process was riddled with ir-
regularities. -

Seyani Brothers beat Roko and two
other bidders to the deal, but Roko ap-
sealed to the Public Procurement and
Jisposal of Public Assets Authority
PPDA) for administrative review but
ras overruled. Consequently, the com-
any appealed to the PPDA tribunal,

raising red flags in the tendering pro-
cess but before ruling on the matter,
sought court redress as well.

“There are glaring anomalies in the
tender award as Seyani did not meet
the minimum requirements of having
constructed a building of similar na-
ture,” the dossier reads in part.

NDA initiated the procurement in
September last year, which attracted
23 eligible firms out of which seven
reached the last round. Seyani Broth-
ers quoted $8.Im (Shs28b) as the
bid price while Roko quoted $7.7m

(Shs27h), according to people familiar
with the matter. The contracts com-
mittee early this year tapped Seyani
Brothers as the qualified bidder after
financial comparison and “arithme-
tic checks” of the Bills of quantities
(provides project specific measured
quantities of the items of work). The
firm’s bid was said to have qualified for

mination of the dispute.
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amargin of preference.

On February 15, sources intimated
to this newspaper, Roko applied for
administrative review at PPDA having
filed the same at NDA a month earlier
but was rejected. Roko, in the applica-
tion, a copy seen by this newspaper,
argued that Seyani “did not meet the
requirements of benefiting from the
margin of preference in accordance
with Section 59A of the PPDA Act. Roko
also argued that there was no proof of
Ugandan citizenship furnished to NDA
by Seyani Brothers and Company.

The caseis currently before the High
Court. The petitioners also claim that
the drugs authority in May moved of-
fices to Rumee Towers on plot 19 Lu-
mumba Avenue, the property owned
by Renee Pharmacy and Rene Indus-
tries, alocal pharmaceutical manufac-
turing firm, which constitutes “conflict
of interest.” i

The whistleblowers also want man-
agement investigated for, among oth-
ers, abuse of office on grounds that the
NDA secretary, Ms Donna Kusemer-
erwa, since assuming office last year,
has moved the traveling budget of all
departments under her watch, and
“high handedness and selective pros-
ecution” of pharmacy owners.

“There are glaring anomalies in
the tender award as Seyani did not
meet the minlmum requirements

. of having constructed a building of

similar nature,” DOSSIER .

In an interview with Daily Monitor

last week, Ms Kusemererwa declined
to comment on the Seyani-Roko ten-
der battle because it is currently be-
fore court. “It is true the building we
shifted to belongs to Rene Pharma-

~a()

ceuticals but it is not that we int

to move here. We did put oy aendpd
looking for space and Rumeg dvery,
had the best offer and slighy Ower,
prices (of $10.5 per square me Olygy
what were we supposed to g%
Kusemererwa said. M

On travels, Ms Kusemererw
knowledged that she indeeq Cea a
lised the traveling budget yp de?t}?’
office which she said was boung or
“rattle some people” becayse Dre fo
ously each department had it 0:1.
budget of traveling and staff WOuIIS
travel at “will”, sometimes Withoy
management approval as long 4
they communicated being on “Officiy)
duty.)}

“Over the last one-and-a-hajf Vears
we have been and are still struggliy,
with public confidence; it is harq
convince them that we are fightip,
corruption in the NDA,” shenoteq,
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