]2 NEW VISION, Thursday, March 15, 2018

(o}

Thousands get fake Hepatitis B vacch

By Abdulkarim Ssengendo

The vaccine against hepatitis B that
was given to people in western Uganda
was unregistered, possibly unsafe and
probably fake, Dr Medard Bitekyerezo,
the chairman of the board of the
National Drug Authority, has said. He
revealed this at a press conference held
in Mbarara Municipality on Sunday.

Bitekyerezo said they had information
with evidence that some people in
Mbarara and Ntungamo districts were
producing labels of the hepatitis B
vaccine, repackaging it and the fake
vaccine had been supplied to diflerent
health units and hospitals. He said
the vaccine had been injected into
thousands of innocent Ugandans.

“These people must be having a
packaging plant in Uganda. We don’t
know the chemicals that were given to
Ugandans,” an angry Bitekyerezo said.

He said they had retrieved the drugs
from different hospitals and health units
in Mbarara and Ntungamo and have
started a hunt for the suppliers.

Without disclosing names, Bitekyerezo
said some people who were supplying
the vaccines, had been amested
and recorded statements with the
Police.

“My officers in the western zone
did a very commendable job and
retrieved some of these vaccines from
health centres. If anybody falls sick,
the heads of institutions where they
were vaccinated from will answerable,”
Bitekyerezo said.

The offence will become severe
if we take these drugs to Kampala,
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compare them with others and notice
any chemical other than that which
should be in the vaccines we want,”
Bitekyerezo added.

Some of the health facilities and
hospitals that were implicated told New
Vision that they got the vaccines from
Kampala-based health units.

Bitekyerezo was not happy with the
hospital owners that used the wrong
vaccine for not buying the vaccine from
reliable pharmacies that are accredited
by the NDA.

“Heads will roll. I am warning my
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colleagues in the medical profession,
stop being ignorant when you have got

a degree. Do not use a drug when you
don’t know where it has come from.
Someone cannot come to your hospital
hawking vaccines and you buy them. It
is an illegality because vaccines must
be bought, from well-known licensed
pharmacies, he added.

Dr Farida Khaukha, the NDA officer
in charge of the western region, also
said the vaccine used was wrong.

“These vaccines are not yet authorised
for use in Uganda. Vaccines that have
got doses for 10 people should be in
government facilities. The ones that
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