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On Friday, Dr Rogers Agenda from
IHK, told court that Okello’s family
never had any history of mentalill-

ness. Below
proceeding.

2025

The year Chris-
topher Onyum
Okellodida
sanity test at
C-Care Clinic,
International
Hospital Kam-
pala with Dr
Rogers Agenda,
a psychiatrist.

is aslightly edited court

BY ANTHONY WESAKA
& JULIETKIGONGO

vidence led by Chief State

Attorney Jonathan Muwaganya

Muwaganya: What are your full
2

names?
Witness: I am Dr Rogers.
Muwaganya: What is your
fession?
Dr Agenda: I am a medical doctor
anda atri:

Muwaganya: How old are you?
DrAgenda:1am 41 yearsold.
M : Where do you work?

Muwaganya: What do you do at
C-Care Clinic?

DrAgenda:] am a psychiatrist.

Muwaganya: For how long have you
worked asa jatri

Dr Agenda: I have worked as a
psychiatrist for the past four years.

Muwaganya: How about in C-Care
HK?

Dr Agenda: The same years,my lord.

Muwaganya: Doctor, what are your
academic qualifications?

Dr Agenda: I am a medical doctor,
my lord. I hold a Master’s degree in
Medicine, specialising in Psychiatry,
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degree in Medicine and Surgery,

obtained in 2010.

Muwaganya: How long have you
practiced medicine?

Dr Agenda: I have practiced
medicne for the past 16 years now.

Muwaganya: What are your duties as
apsychiatricdoctor?

DrAgenda: My lord, as a psychiatric
doctor. I receive clients at my mental
clinic at C-Care IHK. I carry out
psychiatric assessments on the clients,
diagnose mental disorders if any, and

«  provide therapy, write psychiatric

If any of an individual's issues
are work-related, those reports
may be required by the court or for
compensation purposes.

| Muwaganya:Are youin a position to
recognise the accused person (points
towards Christopher Okello Onyum)?

Dr Agenda: Yes, my lord, I recognise
him.

Y

Dr Agenda: He came one time to
(C-Care [HK as one of my new clients.

Muwaganya: What brought him to
C-Care[HR?

Dr Agenda: He came after having
been referred by the Ministry
of Internal Affairs Immigration
Department. They had told him to get
a sanity medical report to help him
obtain Gtizenship in

Muwaganya: Doctor, s this a general
or unique requirement applicable to

{ the accused?

Dr Agenda: My lord, this is a
requirement for everyone seeking
citizenship in Uganda by the Ministry
nfIntemal Affairs. 3

Sanl

hst.ty

Mr Christopher
Okello Onyum
came to see me
personally, so |
tookall thein-
formation from
him alone. He
told me he was
aresident of
Bunga, single,
Christian by
religion, and by
that time, he
had aplanto
settle in Ugan-
daand start
commercial
farming.

Based on his
request fora
sanity report,

| carried out

a psychiatric
interview .

with him, and
after that, lalso
carriedouta °

| mental state
| examination

- Dr Rogers
Agenda, medi-

caldoctoranda |

assessment on the accused person?
DrAgenda: Yes,my lord. 5
Muwaganya: And after you carried

out the assessment, to whom did you

give the report?

DrAgenda: Mylord.] gave the report
to Mr Okello Onyum Christopher. |

Muwaganya: And after that event, |
did i inth ectof
the work you had done?

Dr Agenda: Recently, C-Care IHK got

apolice request based on one of their

exhibits,and that was a report written
by me. So they wanted the hospital
administration to verify that it wasa
report written by me,also to verify that
itwas their headed paper and also that
itwas their stamp. ,
When this happened, the hospital
administrators reached out to me to

verify if the said report was actually |

mine. 3
: What did you verify?
Dr Agenda: My lord, I verified that
the report was actually mine, and
the hospital administration, through
our CEO, wrote back to the police
concerning the same.
Muwaganya: Why is it the CEO who
replied to the police request? 4
Dr Agenda: My lord, it is the policy
of the hospital that any external

Prime suspect in the murder of four toddlers at Ggaba Childhood Development Programme, Christopher Okello Onyum in the dock during the public hearing in Ggaba, Kampala, on Friday. PHOTOS/

sanity report that you counter-signeq,

and the police request you are referring
to?

DrAgenda: Yes,my lord.

Muwaganya: How would yoy
identify the police request, sanity
report,and the reply?

Dr Agenda: The police request has
their logo on it on the headed paper
and was signed by Madam [Deputy
Director of CID Beata] Chelimo.

Muwaganya: How about your sanity
report?

Dr Agenda: I identify it by my
signature, a C-Care [HK stamp,and CK
THK logo.

Muwaganya: And the letter
f ing your sanity report?

Dr Agenda:This letter has a CK IIIK
logo, it has the signature of our CEO
Azhar Sundoo and it has been stamped.

Muwaganya: Do you recognise the
documents?

DrAgenda: Yes,my lord

M : What are they?

Dr Agenda: The first one is a reply
from C-Care IHK by our CEO Mr Azhar
Sundoo. It was a response to the police

| dated April 10,2026.

Muwaganya: What was the subject?

Dr Agenda: The subject was a
response to the request for information
atGgaba.

: request should be handled at the
ocioal -

jonlevel,not at s

level

Muwaganya: Before your admin
sent out the reply, were you

that you had authored?
Dr Agenda: My lord, after verifying
thatit was myreport,l countersigned it.
Muwaganya: Are youin a position to
23 mmi6es 4 mmes by facility, the

| todoanythingin respect tothe report |

police
reférence’

Dr Agenda: Yes, my lord, CRB
026/2026 (ref CID / C49/2007 volume

44)
Muwaganya: Inshort,what wasyour

CEO forwarding? 3

Dr Agenda: My CEO confirmed
that the sanity medical report dated
December 30, 2025, in respect to Mr
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Dr Rogars Agenda, a psychiatrist, told court last week on Friday that ho

examined Christopher Okello Onyum and he found the suspect to be mentally

stable,

Christopher Okello Onyum, was duly |
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issued by International P
Kampala Limited and also confirmed

that it was authored and signed by me, i
' my

ers Agenda,a psy:hiau_-ist,in
Muwaganya: Look at the second
document.

is my sanity report, which I wrote on
December 30,2025,

Muwuganyn:'And the .third |

document.
Dr Agenda: It is a police request fo
information to support investigations

at Ggaba CRB 026/2026 dated April 9, '

2026.

Muwaganya: So,doctor,let's goto the
report that you authored.

DrAgenda: Yes,my lord

Muwaganya: When did you author
the report?

Witness: I wrote the report on
December 30,2025.
Muw: : Who was your client?
Dr Agenda: My client was
Christopher Okello Onyurn.

Muwaganya: What other particulars
did you take for Mr Christopher Okello
Onyum? 5
Dyrm:gsnda: I noted that Mr
Christopher Okello Onyum was a
38-year-old male. He was residing in

Muwaganya: Doctor, who was the
Lsource of that personal information
that you took about your client?

Dr Agenda: Mr Christopher Okello
Onyum came to see me personally, so
1 took all the information from him
alone. He told me he was a resident of
Bunga, single, Christian by religion, and

aplan toseftlein;
fgnine.

Dr Agenda: The second document |

OnApril2,2026, Mr
Christopher Onyum Okello
walked into Ggaba Childhood
Development Programme
allegedly seeking admission

{
! . ofatoddler whom he claimed

was not social and had difficulty
speaking. After paying the
admission fee, to Ms Phoebe
Namutebi, a caretaker at the

| school, Mr Onyum walked to the

questions, Mr Okelln told me the
following. That he had no history of
having excessive sadness, no history of
loss of interest in pleanurable activities,
no history of excessive fears or excessive
worries, no history of excessive
happiness or increase in oriented-

i related activities.

Muwaganya: Why were these
questions important?

Dr Agonda: My lord, these questions
help us to establish various mental
disorders, if any, in any client who
comes before us, These questions are
key to the various mental disorders.
For example, when Lask a client if they
have a history of excessive sadness, loss
of interest in pleasurable activities, |
am trying to determine if they have

Sion.

I 1 ask about excessive fears or
worries, | am trying to determine if you
have an anxiety disorder. The question
asked about excessive happiness or

increase in oriented-related activities.
1am trying to determine if a client has
bipolar affective disorder.

Muwaganya: Other than that, what
else did he reveal to you, or did you ask
him?

Dr Agenda: He also told me he had
no history of hearing voices or seeing
things other people could not see.

| When 1 asked, my lord, 1 am trying to
| enlist if you have allusions. He told me

he has no history of using drugs like
cannabis; however,he occasionally uses
alcohol, which enables me to find out if

! heuses drugs.

That helps us to identify if someone
has a substance use disorder. He also
told me he has no history of having
had any traumatic experience in his
Life. That is a question that can help me
enlist if someone has what we call Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder.

The client told me this was his first
vl:risi(mzmmulheallhpersom\dmhu

e.

Muwaganya: And how did you re-
flect that in your report?

Dr Agenda: This is the index or first
Visit to a mental health personnel, and
he had never taken any psychiatric
medications.

Based on his request for a sanity
report, I carried out a psychiatric
interview with him, and after that,
I also carried out a mental state
examination.

Muwaganya: Doctor, what does this

jatric entail?

Dr Agenda: It entails asking the
client many times open ended
questions. The interview entails
asking various psychiatric questions to
determine if this client has any mental
disorder.

Muwaganya:Soin this case,what did
youdod - rats et e o)l b

Dr Agenda: Upon asking him those

i Muwaganya: What else?

| | gatebutwaslaterseenwitha b 3
f:iummo ground. Ms Namuebi hDrAgendtmechmr disclosed that
 testified that his first victim 1e was a patient of a chronic illness of
* was Keisha Agenorwoth Otim, .5"”‘;;” dluszmrear!\hda was regularly tak-

 who she found lyingdownina ““’5 ication for '_-p\ntﬁs,e
of blood. Then, she said the D W‘Ea:"y.lmylmrg
accused got up holding a knife r Agenda: Yes, my lord, Mr Onyum
in his hand in quick movements told me he was a third born of four chil-
inwhat he was doing that he dren,and his parents are alive and they
" immediately grabbed another are ‘r"dl“? Wgﬁmq&m& nohisto-
il ryof any men! ess in their family

?‘h’ld. While ShamwlLsa:uT:: A Apart from what your
before he was overpowered. client disclosed to you in the interview,

did you proceed to carry out an inde-
pendent examination on him?

Dr Agenda: I proceeded to carry out
amental state examination. From this
examination, I noted that Mr Okello
was a middle-aged man, looked kept,
and was well-nourished.

Muwaganya: What do you consider
to declare someone well-nourished in
your medical profession?

Dr Agenda: He looked healthy; he
«never appeared sick in any way that
time I'saw him.

Muwaganya: Okay, You say he was
well nourished, proceed.

DrAgenda: My lard, I noted that he
was calm, kept eye contact, and had no
odd behavioursofanysort.. i ) sy

Muwaganya: Why was this impor-
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illness history — doctor

tant for you to obeerve?

Dr Agenda: My lor, 0dd behasiours
help us to knera if this person conld be
acting under the influence of hearing
wvoices in his head or could be seeing
things that others are not seeing [ also
noted that his speech was coherent, of
normal volume, rate, and tone. | noted
that his thoughts were logical with no
preoccupations, no delusions, and no
overvalued ideas.

He had an euthymic mood, which we
basically call 2 normal mood. This was
congruent with affect, meaning both
the mood and affect are in agreement.
Affect is your current emotions. Okello
had no perceptual disturbances, or
cognitive disturbances and also had no
cognitive disturbances.

Muwaganya: | am still going to tell
you to help the court appreciate what
you mean by perceptual disturbances,
Or cogritive disturbances.
genda: Perceptual disturbances
align with normal sessions. For
example, if you are hearing voices
others are not hearing, you are seeing
things which others are not seeing.

On the other hand, with cognitive
disturbances, we are looking at your
memory, conc

client was denied Ugandan citizenship?

Dr Aganda: Mo, rrry lord

Kumbuga: Okary,in your report, you
talked of aleohol that he was taking
some. Did you extract arry blood sam-
ples to kneew the content of alcohol in
his body?

Dr Agandaz: No,rmry lord.

Kumbuga: Did you also test his blood
t0 see if therw are arry other substances
in his bodkyr

Dr Agenda: No,rmy lord.

Kumbuga: Apart from him telling
/o that there is no history of mental
illness in his famnily, did you have arr/
other mechanism to establish whether
tvras nght?

Dr Aganda: Ve have mechanisms.
The psychiatric interview and men-
tal state examination give us a lot of in-
formation to ascertain if sorneone is of
sound mind or not.

Kumbuga: Doctor, you have not an-
swered vy question. My question is,did
you verify from his farmuly that apart
from him, there is no history of mental
illness?

Dr Agenda: No,my lord.

Kumbuga: You havve talked about the
question being open ended questions,
will I be ight to wry that m your report,
there is nowhere it suggests that you
asked him those questions?

Dr Agenda: My lord, the report 1
‘wrote summarises what | got in the m-
terview.

K So, confirm that those

your general knowledge of what is
happening around you, your ability to
judge what is around you, your ability
to do basic if you can tell

questions actually happened between
you and the suspect?

Dr Agenda: Yes,rmy Lord.

Ki Did you verify that the

the time or year we are in and can tell
who you are, as a person.
Muwaganya: Now, doctor, why is this
particular assessment in your mental
health examination about this aspect
of perceptual or cognitive disturbances
important to you as a profession?
Dr Agenda: For the mental health
Twill be

story he was telling you was right or

wrong? A
Dr Agenda: Yes.my lord. )
Muwaganya: My lord, the witness is

saying he's not hearing the questions

very well because it is raining heavily.

Can he go and sit close there?
Judge:Itis ok

With the interview with

asa
able to conclude whether someone has
amental illness or not at the time.

Muwaganya: Yes, proceed with your
findin;

2.
Dr Agenda: At that time, Mr Onyum
Christopher was sane and mentally fit
to live and work in Uganda.
Muwaganya: Did you sign off on the
>

report?

DrAgenda: Yes,my lord.

M : Was it stamped?

DrAgenda: Yes,mmy lord

Muwaganya: What was the date of
signing and stamping?

Dr Agenda: I signed it on that very
day, December 30,2025,and the stamp
was of that very date.

Muwanganya: My lord, I pray to
tender the report, together with the
forwarding letter and the request letter
admitted as exhibits.

Judge: Defence, do you have any
objection?

Richard Kumbuga (Defense
lawyer): No objection, my lord.

Judge: Assessment report of
Christopher Okello dated 30 December
2025 authored by Dr Agenda.

Cross examination
Kumbuga: Doctor,are you aware that
the history of illness of this suspect is
already on the court record?
Judge: What was the question?
Kumbuga: So,doctor, you interacted
with the suspect because he was
seeking citizenship in Uganda. Is that
true?
DrAgenda: Yes,my lord.
Kumbuga: Was this kind of
citizenship based on mental sanity?
DrAgendazYes,mylord..
Kumbuga: Are you aware that

your client,is it not true that there were
no safeguards to determine whether
your client was telling the truth or not?

DrAgenda:Itis not true.

Kumbuga: So, doctor, will 1 be right to
say sickle cell anearria is one of the un-
derlying causes of mental illness?

Dr Agenda: My lord, I will call ita
risk factor, not a direct cause for men-
talillness.

Kumbuga: Sa,a riskis one of the caus-
es of mental illnesses.

Judge: Please do not confuse the wit-
ness; the witness said it is a risk factor
but not a direct cause, so do not mix
them,Mr Kumbuga.

Kumbuga: My lord, I just need clarifi-
cation from him. So sickle cell aneamia
is a risk factor leading to mental illness.

DrAgenda: Yes, my lord.

Kumbuga: So your report is dated
December 30,2025

DrAgenda: Yes,my lord

Kumbuga: In that report, as it is dat-
ed, can you be able to subsequently de-
termine whether your client was nor-

>

Dr Agenda: My lord, this report veri-
fies that the client is of sound mind.

Judge: Okay his question was as of 30
December 2025. Would you know his
mental health after this date? Is that
the question?

Kumbuga: Yes, my lord.

Dr Agenda: My lord, this was a one-
time contact with this client

Kumbuga: So, you confirm you can-
not know his mental status after 30th
December 202

DrAgenda: Yes,my lord.

Court adjourned
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