EDITORIAL

Crime surge demands
more than new faces

gandans are once again confronting a troubling rise in
urban crime, from robberies, pick pockets, attacks on
the roads during traffic jams and assaults, to organised
gangs targeting homes and businesses, In recent weeks,
the police have responded by publicly naming crime hotspots
and reshuffling leadership. Kampala Metropolitan Police
Commander Richard Echega has been replaced by Ezekiel Emitu
from Kabalye Police Training School, but who had previously
worked as deputy commander for the same area, in an effort to
arrest the situation. This is a very positive step to give assurances
to city residents that their security is at the heart of planning
by security agencies. However, the changes must translate into
sustained action if public confidence is to be restored.
The public will judge the new leadership not by public
staternents, but by measurable improvernents in security.
Arguably right, crime thrives where unemployment is high,
communities are disengaged and policing
is reactive rather than proactive. Law
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lighting, reinforced doors, verification of
domestic workers, cautious use of social
media to discourage displaying valuables, and announcing
personal whereabouts, can reduce vulnerability. Reporting
suspicious activity helps secure the community as a whole.

Allegations of corruption, delayed response times and
occasional heavy-handed operations have strained relations
Dbetween citizens and law enforcenient. A relationship has to be
rebuilt to fight crime in a concerted manner.

Uganda has weathered waves of insecurity before. They have
seen measures taken, only to be dropped a few months later. The
new measures must be consistent; name the hotspots and secure
them. If these are not considered, changing leadership may only
inject new energy, but combining intelligence, accountability,
community engagement, will expose the criminals for action
and Ugandans will be able to enjoy the fruits of their labour ina
secure environment.
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