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Despite the existence of the Agri-
cultural Chemicals (Control) Act of
2006, enforcement gaps persist.
Weak monitoring mechanisms and
fragmented inspection systems have
allowed hazardous molecules to
remain in circulation.

BY MARTHA NIMUSIIMA

he recent $7.25 billion proposed ;
settlement by German agro- :
chemical giant Bayer over can- }
cer-related claims linked toits ¢ i
herbicide Roundup (Glyphosate) has :
reignited global debate on how govern-
ments approve, monitor, and regulate :
¥ hemical i

While regulatory authorities in ad- :
vanced economies had cleared Round-
up for market use, thousands of law- :
suits contended that users were not :
adequately warned of potential can- ;
cer risks. As arguments continue be- :
fore the Supreme Court of the United :
States regarding the legal weight of fed- :
eral approval, it is quite clear that regu- ;
latory clearance does not automatical- ;

ly equate to absolute safety.

For Uganda, where regulatory over- i

Uganda’s agricultural backbone rests

: onmillions of small-scale farmers who :
¢ feed the nation and sustain rural liveli- :
: hoods.Yet the country imports a grow- :
: ing volume of agrochemicals. Accord- :
{ ing tothe United States Environmen- :
: tal Protection Agency (EPA), 59% of the :
: 41 agrochemicals registered for usein :
i Ugandaareclassified as Highly Hazard-
: ous and are banned in the European :

inspection systems have allowed haz-
ardous molecules to remain in circu- :
lation. H
Benard Bwambale, the Programme
Head-Global Consumer Centre (CON- :
SENT)situates the matter within Ugan-
da's continental obligations and long:
term health trajectory. Drawing atten- :
tion to the country’s commitments :
under African environmental law, he :
stresses that regulatory complacen- :
cy carries generational consequences, :
urging government to ban the impor- :
tation of these molecules. :
“Government being asignatorytothe :
Bamako Convention,an Africanlawon :

POLICY

Poormo-
nitoring
and enfor-
cementof .
agrochemi-
calregula-
tions, and
gapsinthe
laws and
policies,
have wor-
kedin fa-
vourofin-
creasing
sales ofha-
zardous
agrochemi-
cals.

Nelson Otema, a small-scale farmer from Baradong Farmer Field School (FFS) in Apac Municipality (centre), domonstrates how to prepare organic fertilizers
at the height of the National Agroecology Festival 2025. PHOTO/MARTHA NIMUSIIMA

How hazardous agrochemicals
are putting country’s foo

i sight, toxic exposure tracking,and ac- :
i cess to justice remain comparatively :
i limited, the implications stretch far be- :
¢ yond the courtroom. 3

: pesticides must look at the highly haz- :
¢ ardous molecules in the country,and !
: they must be banned. Molecules that :
: have been banned elsewhere must also :
i bebanned in Africa.Farmersneedtobe :
: sensitised onwhat pesticides can cause :
: harmtothem,"he warned. E

Scientific literature associates sever- :

: al widely used agrochemicals with car- :
: cinogenicity,endocrine disruption,neu- :
: rotoxicity, acute poisoning, and envi- :
: ronmental persistence. Unlike wealth- :
: ier jurisdictions, Uganda lacks compre- :
: hensive toxicovigilance systems, resi- :
i due monitoring infrastructure, and in- :
: tegrated cancer registries capable of :
: linking chemical exposure patterns :
! to long-term disease outcomes. If ad- :
: verse effects accumulate gradually over :
i years,they may never be systematically :
i traced,norlitigated. :

Fertileground

Dr. David Kabanda, Executive Director

¢ at Center for Food and Adequate Living :
i Rights (CEFROHT),argues that structur- H
i al weaknesses within Uganda's regula- :
i tory regime have inadvertently creat- :
: ed fertile ground for hazardous chem- :
¢ ical proliferation, and called for the en- :
i actment of anew lawto ban the impor- :
: tation of Glyphosate Based Agrochem- :
i icals, ;

i “Poor monitoring and enforcementof :
: agrochemical regulations,and gapsin :
: thelaws and policies,have workedin fa-

your of increasing sales of hazay,
agmochemicals. We need a new |y,
eliminate glyphosate, Farmers r,
be mobilized, whether as group o,
dividuals, to hold Bayer aceouny,,
for product liability” he asserted

Dr Stephen Katende Serunjogi
cipal Technician at Makerere Uni,
ty College of Agricultural and Envir,
mental Sciences (CAES), observes .
misuse often stems from limited .,
nical knowledge.

“Most small-seale farmers |,
knowledge on proper fertilizer .,
pesticideapplication, which puts 1,
lives at risk," he explained. noting 1),
improper mixing, lack of proter;,
gear, and misinterpretation nfc
cal labels amplify exposure risk
ticularly in informal markets w
advisory services are thin.

Thedangers \\
Baliraine Hakim the Mational 1,
person Eastern and Southern /
Small Scale Farmers Forum (|
Uganda) and himself being a s
scale farmer emphasized that 1},
dangers associated with Glyphoss,
shall persist unless otherwise this |,
sueis handled form the roct cause .
cause Uganda like many other co;.
tries in Africa is part of the EU-AU P
nership, where majority of bann
and highly hazardous chernical cor
from Europe,so suggests that amot
is moved through EU-AU Comm;
sions parliaments to ban the import..
tion of these chemicals to Africa.
Nutrition security cannot be o

ent density and long-term prod
ity. Heavy chemical reliance risk
grading soil systems that su:.tajr.f)
ture harvests,

At the same time, limited resic .-
testing means cONSUIMers may u:.
knowingly ingest chemical trace
yond recommended threshold
port markets, meanwhile, cont
ue tightening standards, poter
Iy threatening Uganda's compet
ness if regulatory credibility weaken

Uganda earns significant for
exchange from organic exports, yet
weak chemical regulation risks ship-
ment rejections and loss of premium
markets due to stricter residue stand
ards. Strengthening agroecological
crop protectors and locally produced
organic inputs would protect export
revenues, reduce import dependence,
and support the Build Uganda Buy
Uganda agenda. Upscaling these solu-
tions can stimulate green enterprise
development while promoting safe,
nutrient-dense food for all

Adeliberate and sustained policy re-
calibration is imperative. Government
must operationalize the precaution-
ary principle in pesticide registration
and importation decisions; progres-
sively phase out substances interna-
tionally classified as Highly Hazard-
ous; invest in independent risk assess-
ment mechanisms; strengthen resi-
due monitoring infrastructure; and
mainstream agroecological alterna-
tives that restore soil vitality while

safeguarding public health.
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