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By Gerald Tenywa, Juliet
Walswa
and Violet Nabatanzi

A stench cns through the air
and passershy hold theirnoses
Big flies take off and land in o
manner similar 1o their aerial
cousing = the helicopters This
is at the entrance of Kiruddu
hospital in Makindve division,
Kampala

Near the hospital's pate s
a fountain formed as sewage
squeezes through small holes
in the foundation of the wall
fence. It flows fast and plunges
into an open drainage channel
that flows along Salaama Road
It later crosses the mad and a
small dam before the ‘river’
flows into & swamp conneding
Buziga valley to Lake Victoria

“The hospital has brought a
very big toilet in out midst,”
said  Vasta  Kyalimpa  who
lives in the neighbourhood of
Kiruddu hospital.

“When the hospital - was
being buill, we were happy
because we  thought it was
bringing development —more
customers to buy our products
but it has turned into a
nuisance,” Kyalimpa adds.

Kalanzi  Sendi  who lives
about 100 metres away from
the hospital says the smell is
unbearable and their situation
has not changed, despite
persistent complaints. “What
have you come to do? Stop this
sewage? | do not think you will
manage to help us,” he said.

“We have complained and
nothing has changed. Lven
the MP, Allan Ssewanyana,
intervened when we
demonstrated and he was
arrested by the Police and they
threw him on their pick-up,”
he said.

A stone’s throw away,
Murongori Bwambale
wondered how a hospital

which is supposed to improve
health has endangered the
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Chickens feeding on sewa

RESIDENTS SAY WHEN THE HOSPITAL WAS BUILT, THEY THO!

tal sew

‘When the hospitalwas being
huilt, we were happy hecause
we thought it was bringing
development, butithas turned
into a NUISANCe, wyeimpa, o resigent

very health of the community.
Mable Mugisha said the
building housing the hospital
is a symbol of the beter
times that they expect from
Government, but it is also a
source of the river of sewage.
“How can Government build

a hospital without taking care
of the waste water?” she asked.
Mariam  Musisi, who
operates an eatery by the
roadside at Kiruddu, believes
that the stench destroys the
ambiance and the mood of
potential customers. “I no

longer get as many customers
as 1 used 10,” she complained.

Edward Kambugu, the LCI
chairperson  for  Salaama-
Buziga, said they have been
suffering ever since Kiruddu
was opened two years ago.
He also said they do not know
who should clear the mess at
Kiruddu.

“When we contact Kiruddu-
Mulago, they refer us to KCCA
and then KCCA sends us back
to Kiruddu-Mulago. We are
confused and we do not know
what to do,” he said.

Kiruddu is one of the new
hospitals in the city and has
been upgraded to a referral
hospital. It was upgraded from
health center IV when it was
completed in December 2015.
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ge In front of Kiruddu Hospital in Kampala yesterday. Photo by Badru Katumba

But construction of a sewage
plant was dcferred. ,

A similar  hospital  at
Kawempe was constructed
and opened without a sewage
treatment plant.

However, the stench at
Kawempe is not as bad as that
at Kiruddu.

“We operate business here,
but the stench occurs when
it rains and the sewage from
the hospital contributes to
floods,” said Musa Gulumya,
a boda-boda rider at Kawempe
Hospital”

Noose tightens on Kiruddu
The Kampala Capital City
Authority has issued a notice
to close Kiruddu Hospital
because it has become a public

Nilus Group Ltd.

TENDER NOTICE

TENDER NO: NGL/STY-SRV/05/18- PROVISION OF
SECURITY SERVICES

in Jinja.

Tenders are invited from suitably qualified and experienced Private Security
contractors for the provision of Security Services to Nilus Group Limited located

liant with all applicable laws

Interested firms must be locally reg

Details of Services Required
+ Supervisor
a AN _ Armad nllilmﬁ

dand
and regulations governing private security firms
Description of Services: Security services are required for Offices & Stores
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Kiruddu Hospital cost
The hospital was constn,
at a cost of $10.3m (ag‘fd
sh26b)  loan  from o
African  Development Bl
Completed in December 230 3
and upgraded from ; heay’
centre IV to a hospita] Stay
Kiruddu has capacity for ‘ll‘
in-patients. 0

According to th
environmental and  go,t
management plan Summy,
report on the Kiruddy a,g'
Kawempe project seen -
New Vision, it was Pointeq
out that “the most serioyg
environmental impacts
could potentially occur durj
the operation phase relate o
sanitation, disposal of solig
waste and air emissions.”

“While Mulago is connecteq
to the National Water ang
Sewerage Corporation sewage
system, neither Kiruddu nor
Kawempe is.

Moreover, in addition 1o
human waste, water from all
the three facilities contain
blood, body fluids, and
chemicals, and will, therefore,
need pre-treatment before
being discharged into the
sewer or into septic tanks.”
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