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In these dream temples, the pupil is thereby
“schooled” to confuse teaching with learning, grade,
advancement with education, a diploma with competence
and fluency with the ability to say something new or
important.

His imagination is “schooled” to accept service in place
of value. Medical treatment is mistaken for health care,
social work for the improvement of community life, police
protection for safety, military poise for national security, the
rat race for productive work,

It costs roughly the same to school both the rich and the
poor in the same dependency. Both depend on schools and
hospitals which guide their lives, form their world view, and
define for them what is legitimate and what is not.

Both view doctoring oneself as irresponsible, learning on
one’s own as unreliable and community organisation, when
not paid for by those in authority, as a form of aggression or
subversion.

The home
If at the start of a child’s school life, the family had three
acres of land, four cows, goats and a granary, at the end of
the secondary school, the family will have half an acre of
land, no cows, no goats and a lot of debt.

The means of production are diminished in their only
hope being the sitting and eating student.

Opportunity cost

If each learner was growing two acres of maize and getting
shém a year, by the time he completes 15 years in school,
his total would be sh60m. ;

Another sh60m or more would be lost when this child
spends six more years in school. But this is only part of the
problem, for he would be growing the food that they can eat
himself, in addition to producing, he would not be taking
from any other person. Whereas in the school environment,
he takes away and does not add anything productive.

Look, few schools have any significant acreage of land,
they have a fish on the classroom wall, but not a fish pond;
they draw a cow, but not a farm, they will write an orange,
but cannot grow one and most of us left school without
knowing how to tile a house or put a brick on top of the
other.
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You do not find Carpenter Masereka, l\!alokc fam;:rk hmltlérl
am filmmaker Spike Lee, I am painter Apio, I am brick ma
Achan or cow herder Bamwosya. .

In today’s education, learning means ‘ccmﬁcales for
doing ordinary things. This is bizarre since the teachgr; :}r:
modern schools are preachers spreading a creed which they
themselves might not understand.

Credentials do not measure competence so much as "
attendance at a school. All that a certificate does is prove that
you attended school and listened to a teacher tell you things
most of which you have forgotten. .

Schooling in developing nations is used to create new elites
with a consumerist mentality. Where we are most likely to
get income from; school or farm? Who has ever come from a
school with money to take home?

Yet we get food and money from a farm and take to school,
so the best place for a child to begin education should really
be on a farm. 4 )

His first hours of the day should be in production, she
may stagger and stumble in the beginning but later on he
will master and mature. If that child wants to go and study
what they study today, he can do that after he has learned
productive work. He can do so at the age of 30.

How can we leave our children in the care of people who
do not even produce a book they use to instruct, to an
institution that drains us of all resources and forces our active
children so full of exploration?

So resistance to established phenomenon, to sit, eat, sleep,
play and do as they are told and if they can repeat what this
unproductive man in front of them has told them, they may
even get good grades to show their parents.

And for those who really think that school is the answer,
consider the following: The Government of Uganda employs
approximately 400,000 Ugandans who take half of our
national budget in salaries and expenditure.

The schools and universities produce now about 200,000
graduates per year. If the schools are not production houses
and no production facilities are being built to absorb the new
job seeking, envelop holding get-me-a-job-relative-graduates,
where will they all go?

They will riot; they will throw stones at the palice, especially
when they are angry.
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