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Contention. Museveni, Mbabazl and
Besigye weighed in on the incident

which resulted in Uganda being
slapped with a $10 b
reparation to the DRC for plundering

66We have many times
its natural resources in the past fought so¢
many wars to ensure
BY STEPHEN KAFEERO  in response toaquestionabout Ugan- that Uganda is secure.
di da’ f other countries, said But like I think [Amer?
the country had been dragged to the can Civil rights activi/

KAMPALA. The merits and demerits  war without political consensus. Martin Luther King s
about Uganda’s invasion of Congo al- “It was not entirely to sort out “‘Peace is more of tha
most 18 years ago, took centre stage the problems that were affecting just not having confl
as the eight presidential candidates us or beneficial to the situation in in your country’ it
debated inthesecond and last debate  Uganda. As you may know, indeed the presence of jus
ahead of the February 18 presidential ~ we have a judgment on our heads in rule of law, order.
polls. the International Court of Justice to ‘What security 0

The debate was organised by the pay something up to $10b. Deploy- Karamojong feel
Elders Forum, the Inter-religious ing must be to support the political they starve to de
Council of Uganda and sponsored by  process; insecurity in these areasisa lack of food, wh:
UNDP. matter of mismanagement of politics, rity do our youv.

The Head of the Department of youcan only go to support a political centunemploy
Political Science and Public Admin-  process which is positive. We have InUganda, 16
istration at Makerere University, Dr  not been prudent in the deployment every day whi
Suzie Muwanga, Voice of America our troops,” he said. birth; this dey
(VoA) editor and host of the flag-  The incumbent then interjected, child-beariny
ship Straight Talk Africa ing Dr Besigye's sense of sec™
Shaka Ssali-and Dr Joel Serunkuma  as false. “We intervened in Congo to We haves
Kibazo, a consultant, questioned the  defend ourselves. Congo had been ha- large numk
candidates on foreign policy, peace - bouring enemies of Uganda for avery who sacrifi

and security both within Ugandaand  long time under Mobutu. We couldn’t those wh
the region, regional integration, in-  accept that. We defeated ADF. Rwen- country e
ternational trade and investment. zori is peaceful and Dr Besigye can military
The three leading presidential can- go there and campaign the way he staying?,
didates Yoweri Museveni (National  wants,” Mr Museveni said. butlate
Resistance Movement), Amama Mba- In response, Dr Besigye empha- iy
bazi (Independent) and DrKizzaBesi-  sised that whatever national interests theyfe
gye (Forum for Democratic Change), exist, the laws of the country must be ek
who were serving in the d. “It doesn’t matter how of-  Th | and East African anthems at th might/
ment at the inception of the conflict, fended you are about people acting 234 5 e
weighed in on the incident, whichre- against the interests of Uganda, the if it ends up lumping Ugandans of Mbabazi, who was part of the team, ~ Court of Justice was not based on Criminal Court (ICC) from the two candi-  ICCshould have brought onboardleaders  with cases from Africa. (WY
sulted in Uganda being slapped with  requirementis that youmustseekap- more than $10b on an already highly could not take it lying down. the legality of the presence of Ugan- dates asked to comment on the matter. — from the Western world whom we don't -~ “We are against impunity and that is sect
a $10 billion bill as reparation to the  proval of certain organs. At the time  indebted country, this quiteobviously ~ “Fortunately, there is an authority  dan troops in Congo. It was based on “Uganda should have pulled out of ICC  see. Ibelieve we should have moved outof  why we supported the ICC but it is not goa
Democratic Republic of Congo for rim happened, I was a member o?.: is not excusable. on this issue and he is here on this the evidence Edmm:., ed by Congo on yesterday. The Western world has used theICCyesterday,” said Dr Abed Bwanika ~ serious. There are so many people who
plundering DRC’s natural Mr ialsomadeaveiledac-  panel and that is the one speaking. plunder by the Ugandan troops,” Mr ICC as a tool against the African conti-  of the People’s Development Party. could be tried if they were serious. The
as well as human rights viol htto have been taken. ~ cusationagainst government officials ~ Youmaynotknow thisbutIdidrepre-  Mbabazi said. ¥ nent; we don't see fairness in the ICC. We A proponent-turnedcritic of ICC, Presi- - way togois to have our own African Crim-
Dr Besigye was the first toopen the Zuwo% di d this who Uganda at The Hague  sent Ugandaand Iwanttoinformyou  There was consensus about Ugan- should build our justice system within  dent Museveni suggested the establish- i
cagof worms about the matter, when
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&6 After 2011, this country was almost
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for failing to win the case. But Mr

that question by going back to the round

that the decision of the International
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da’s withdraw from the International
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the African continent. By this time, the
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ment of an African Criminal Court to deal

inal Court, so that we deal with impunity
but on our own terms,” he said.
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