-- -uuanent detail the framework :

and judicial oversight done in the pro-

e e —m—— e -

vmng nominations of candidates inter-

Parhament domg an on-site verifica-

f e e tme s et greme— p———

ent and before a candidate’s demgnat—

ested in serving as Speaker ofthe12th | tion ofthe exactnumber of eligiblevot- | edagent.

Chalr.

"llllllllllllllllllllIMllllll“lllllllIlllllllllI||||llllllllllllllllllllllIIlllllllllIIllIII|IllllllllllIlllIllllllllllllllIlllIIIlllllllllIIIlIIIIIIlllllllIIIlllllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIlIIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIlllllIIIIIIIIIIlllIIIIllIIIllllllIIlllllllllIIIllIllllllllllIlllllllllllllllllllIIIIIIIIIlllllllIIIIlllllllIllllllIIllIllllllllIIIIIlIIIllIIIlIIIIlIIIIIlIIIIIIlIlIIlIlIIIll

BY DAVID WALUGEMBE
KAMPALA. The Forum for Democrat-

al Unity Platform (NUP) candidate Paul
Mwiru in today’s race for Speaker of
Parliament, positioning the Opposition
around a common candidate against
the ruling National Resistance Move-
ment (NRM)’s Jacob Oboth-Oboth.

Mr Mwiru, the Jinja South East MB, will
contest against Mr Oboth-Oboth and
Democratic Party (DP) president gen-
€ral Norbert Mao in the Speaker elec-
tion, while the deputy speaker race is
expected to pit NRM’s Thomas Tayeb-
Wa against People’s Front for Freedom

-(PFF) legislator Asinasi Nyakato. 2

Speaking to Daily Monitoryesterday;,
FDC vice president for northern Ugan-
da Hassan Kaps Fungaroo said the par-
ty resolved to support Mr Mwiru be-
cause his agenda aligns with FDC’s posi-
tion on constitutionalism, accountabil-
ity and parliamentary independence.

“FDC will support Mwiru for Speak- :
er because the Opposition has a com- :
mon constitutional duty_to hold gov- :

09 s SV s oW solt sipels I 194e

ernment accountable. If Parliament is
led by someone from the Opposition,
it becomes harder for the Executive to
manipulate the institution,” Mr Funga-
roo said. :

He said the endorsement also stems
from resolutions adopted during the
party retreat held earlier this month,
where members agreed to strengthen
cooperation with like-minded opp051-
tion groups.

Mr Fungaroo warned that Parliament
risks losing its independence due to

growing Executive influence over legis-

lative processes.

“Thereis danger when external forces
begin influencing parliamentary lead-
ership. Parliament is steadily losing its

independence and risks becoming an :
extension of the Executive if legislators

fail to defend the institution,”he said.

Despite Opposition efforts to unite, :
the NRM enters the race with over- :
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Mr Paul Mwiru

House.The ruling party controls at least
¢ 372 MPs, alongside 68 independents
widely viewed as leaning towards the
government. In comparison, NUP has
48 legislators, UPC 12,FDC nine, DP six,

PFF two and ANT one.

‘Mr Mwiru, who previously served in
Parliament under FDC before joining
NUP, has anchored his campaign on
restoring Parliament’s credibility and

: strengthening oversight.
While unveiling his manifesto at NUP -
- nasi Nyakato remains the only Opposi-

headquarters on Friday, Mr Mwiru ac-
cused the outgoing Parliament of pre-
siding over wasteful spending, declin-
ing accountability and erosion of pub-
lictrust. g
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unite, the NRM enters the race
with overwhelmmg numerical
strerigth in the House of at least

- 372 MPs, alongside 68 indepen-
dents widely viewed as leaning
.towards the govemment.
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‘Opposition rallies behind NUP’s Paul Mwiru in Speaker race

ic Change (FDC) has endorsed Nation-

“The image of Parliament has been
damaged by leaders who prioritised
personal enrichment and diversion of
public resources. We must restore integ-
rity and accountability in the institu-
tion,”he said.

In the deputy speaker race, PFF’s As1-

tion candidate after several NRM aspir-
ants stepped down in favour of incum-
bent deputy speaker Thomas Tayebwa.

Addressing journalists yesterday, Ms
Nyakato, the Hoima City Woman MP,
pledged to defend Parliament’s consti-

: tutional independence.

“Many times, we have seen extemal

forces interfering in the work of Parlia-

ment. Bills are passed based on party
caucus positions even when the public

. and stakeholders object,”she said.

She cited the National Coffee (Amend-

: ment) Bill and the Protection of Sover-
. eignty Bill among laws passed despite’
: criticism from stakeholders.. -
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