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Challenge. The facility has
one roam which serves as

an outpatient department, a
maternity wing and a children’s

ward

||' BY DAVID AWORI
eclilorial(fug nationmedia com

|

| Busia. Male and female pa-
ients at Busitema Health Cen-
tre Il in Busia District share
one ward due to lack of space.

i According to Ms Imelda Na-

| fula, a nursing officer who has

worked at the health centre for

li the last five years, the facility

‘ has only one room which serves

as an outpatient department, a

maternity wing and a children’s

ward.

“Tt’s an admission ward for
all the categories of patients,”
Ms Nafula says, adding that this
leaves patients at risk of con-
tracting infections andalso vio-
Jates their right to privacy.

She adds that the same ward
alsoserves asa store for expired
drugs and other materials. .

) “This has continued to put
lives of patients and the health
staffat risk from the hazardous
medical waste,” she says.

“We are aware of the conditions at
the facility but we have nothing to
do now not until we have resources,”
PAUL UGI.ITTU,_ACTII'IE DISTRICT

CHAIRPERSON

The health centre, which has
receives

14 health workers,
more than 150 patients a day.
when this newspaper visited
the facility recently, it found
that hospital also lacks a dis-
pensing room, forcing patients
and medical staff to sit on the

some benches. )
Expectant mothers deliver

from one bed placed in a cor-
ridor.

“We have on geveral occa-
<inns notified the authorities

Dilapidated. Busi
o to change the poor
at the health

fulasaid.
yama, a resi-

been don
‘state of affairs
centre I11,” Ms Na

Mr Canan Wan
dent, says although the health

centre was constructed to help
residents stop trekking long
distances in search of medical
attention elsewhere, the facility
is not helping matters.

«This area Is isolated; preg-
nant mothers and children are
walking long distances to ac-
cess health services but the fa-
cility is not equipped,” he says.

sNothing has changed 50
years since its establishment
despitethe governmentex tend-
ing piped water and electricity,”
he adds.

Mr Hannington Bakumba
~nwe thev have decided as resi-

tema Health Centre, which wa

5 cons‘tmcted in19

dentstoc e tom_rards the
construction of maternity ward,
including other amenities such
as washrooms and rculg{s.

«“e are tire of waiting for
the NGOs and government. Wwe
will do it ourselves,” 58S Mr
Bakumba. ) .

The acting district chairpel”
son, Mr Paul Oguttu, says they
have a programme to improve

ontribut

ABOUT FACILITY

Established in 1967 asa health
centre li, the facility serves patients
from several sub-counties. including
Busitema, Buteba and Sikuda.
Since its establishment, it has
remained with one block, hence the

congestion.
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ral infrastructure
facilities but they

on the gene
ed by low funding

of the health
are constralll L
from governmen:.

Mr Oguttu also applauds the
residents’ initiative.

«rhis initiafive by lpr:als to
embark on construction qf a
maternity for our motheys isa
good idea hecause the district

has no such funds and would
0 vears to think of con-

take us 1 f
structing a matemity‘ward at

facility,” Mr Oguttu, sa;c_!.
The district heath officer, Dr
Robert Aputa, acknowledges
1th facilities in

most of the hea
the district lack enough space.

«The facilities face similar
challenges but we are working
through lobbying to improve
the service deli very,” he says.



