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Challenge. The facllity has 
one roam which serves as 

an outpetient department. a 

maternity wing and a children’s 
| 

ward 

BY DAVID AWORI 
ecltorial@ug naticnmedta con 

| BusIA. Male and female pa- 

tients at Busitema Health Cen 
tre IIT in Busia District shar

e 

one ward due to lack of space. 

| According to Ms Imelda Na- 
fula, a nursing officer who has 

worked at the health centre for 
| the last five years, the facility 

‘ has only one room which serve
s 

as an outpatient department, a 

maternity wing and a children’s 

ward. 
“It’s an admission ward for 

all the categories of patients,” 

Ms Nafula says, adding that this 

leaves patients at risk of con- 
tracting infections and also vio- | 

| Jates their right to privacy. 

She adds that the same ward 

also serves as a store for expired 
drugs and other materials. 

_ “This has continued to put 

lives of patients and the health 

staffat risk from the hazardous 
medical waste,” she says. 

“We are aware of the conditions at 
the facility but we have nothing to 
do now not until we have resources,” 
"PAUL OGUTTU, ACTING DISTRICT 
CHAIRPERSON 

The health centre, which has 

14 health workers, receives 

more than 150 patients 
a day. 

When this newspaper 
visited 

the facility recently, it found 

that hospital also 
lacks a dis- 

pensing room, forci
ng patients 

and medical staff to 
sit on the 

some benches. 

Expectant mother
s deliver 

from one bed plac
ed in a cor- 

ridor. 
“We have on 

<ions notified € 
several occa- 

he authorities 

re, 
Dilapidated. Busitem

a Health Cent 

ge the poor 
ealth 

ifula said. 

yama, & resi- 
h the health 

cted to help 

been done to chan; 

state of affairs at th
e h 

centre I11,” Ms Na. 
Mr Canan Wan: 

dent, says althoug] 

centre was const
ru 

residents stop trekking lo
ng 

distances in search o
f medical 

attention elsewhere, the
 facility 

isnot helping matters. 
“This area is isolated; preg-

 

nant mothers and c
hildren are 

walking long dist
ances to ac- 

cess health services 
but the fa- 

cility is not equip
ped,” he says. 

“Nothing has ch
anged 50 

years since its establishment 

despite the governme
ntex! tend- 

ing piped water and
 electricity,” 

he adds. 
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son, Mr Paul Og
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ABOUT FACIL
ITY 

in 1967 as a health 

contre Il the facility serves p
atients 

from several sub-counties, inclu
ding 

Busitema, Buteba and Siku
da- 

Since its establishment, it h
as 

remained with one: blo
ck, hence the 

congestion. 

Established i 

cted in 1967 71
070 DAvD AWOR! 

] infrastructure 

O e health facili
ties but they 

are constraine
d by low fundi

ng 

from governm
ent. 

Mr Oguttu als
o applauds the

 

residents’ ini
tiative 

«This initiat
ive by locals t

o 

embark on c
onstruction 

of a 

maternity for o
ur mothers is a 

good idea becau
se the district 

has no such fun
ds and would 

take us 10 years t
o think of con- 

structing a ‘mat
ernity ward at 

facility” Mr Ogu
tt, said. 

The district heath
 officer, Dr 

Robert Aputa,
 acknowledge

s 

most of the hea
lth facilities in 

the district lJack en
ough space. 

“The facilities face
 similar 

challenges but w
e are working 

through lobby
ing to improve

 

the service delive
ry,” he says. 

on the genera


