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USE, UPE have revitalised

Ny Gloria Nakajubl

1 200 wWhen the Gavermment
made the announcement
for Universal Seonndary
Tdueaton (USE), the
admiisration at e
Sevondary Schoal in Homa
Town waas regtstening sradents
Ao senion one The entirely private
TN schont then was 1 reorive a st
back of the year “We had registernd
ABOUL 200 students for seniot one,
bt only half of that timed up. Al
the rest foimed public and the private
Achonls that were 1o impstement
the programme,” ravals one of the
Suhonl dincron, Joram Runihira
TWu years later, the schoo! had 1
Al Ko the same under the Mabstic
Trvare Partership, an arvangement
that is fortunatedy or informunarely
depending on which angle you
peroeive i1, being obed out
“l‘.m-m\ I this particular community
Sovonding to Kunitira would struggle
10 pay ot school fees even in the
:1\“ Avraee of sohools. 8o USNE was
MR awaited mirade and parents
welamad it with open hands. His
enrolment figures shot up in 2008
and the rate of absenteetsm due
1 non-payment of school had
drastically gone down.
The nvent Makerere University
Eraduation is eally one that has
let out the students that started
seniorone under UNE programme
A number of UsE schouls have had
their students join Public univerities
espadially under the district quota
stem.

:Irst country
Story on the transformation of
higher education in Uganda under
:rh: current admunistranon that
SPANS 30 years s incomplete without
highlighting the immense benefits

't have come with USE This might
have had fts shortfalls; it still remainy
the biggest milestone in enabling an
education to many in the country.
The programme also made Uganda
:hc first country on the continent to
mplement universal free secondary
education.

From a total of 814,087 in 2008, the
figure shot up to 054,328 students in
secondary schoal aquss the country.
Currently, there is a total of 1457, 2
students of which, 952,539 are in USE
schools. This is appraximately 65% of
the total it

doing a

10 the Education Ministry records
were also found to be dominated
Construcuon

exam In

Training (BTVET) and the university
subsectors.
Once perceived as a place for

under three programmes which
indlude; Presidential pledges, African
Development Bank program Il and
Bank of Uganda.

The ripple effect

The growth at the lower level has

had a huge impact on the growth of
levels i

of over
the years. The mass enrollments in
secondary education has impacted
on the growth of both the Business,
and

failures, as over the
years gradually improved the face
of BTVET instirutions. This has seen
enrolment more than double over
the years. From 12,614 boys in 2000
10 29, 567 boys in 2016 while girls
more than doubled from 1,463 in
2000 10 15,675 in 2016. This can also
be atmibuted to the introduction of
the Uganda Post Primary Education
and Training programme that saw
government undertake payment

of fees for leamers in the BTVET

First Lady and Minister for Education and Sports Mrs. Janet Musevenl Is at the helm of revita

{es have been bullt In schools

There is currently a total of 144

¢ public instirutions, about 600 privale

training service providers anda host
of apprenticeships and enterprise-
based training programm 3
private sector accounts for over 81%
of this sector.

In an earlier interview with
New Vision, Bernard Okiror, a
curriculum spedialist at the National
Curriculum D Centre,

lising the educatlon sector focusing on skllls

THE SKILLING
UGANDA
PROJECT IS
AIMED AT
CREATING
EMPLOYABLE
SKILLS AND
COMPETENCIES
THAT ARE
RELEVANTTO
THE LABOUR
MARKET.

training. By the time I finished, I had
enough money 10 take care of myself
and my parents. When I wanted to
join the formal education path, I had
enough money to pay for myself,”
said Okiror.

Skilling Uganda
The other landmark project has been
Skilling Uganda that was launched
in 2012 According to the programme
paper, this is aimed at creating

ble skills an

whao is also a product of the BTVET

system highlighted the fact that

this is the magic bullet out of the

unemployment conundrum that the

country continues to grapple with.
*“I started earning one year into my

p ies
that are relevant to the labour market.
The target population for this
programme is not only those in the
formal education system but the
informal sector as well.
“In essence, Uganda has adopted a

e 25 BTV
"S‘ kl“ up 1 entry
"“g‘,"‘u::]lgp: I:u‘mbnuyl;q‘:u
o
Setof i Gl
"ouﬂ‘"‘gtnmallnn_‘:c Kl
oh "

) "](:::‘,:r:)':c cducation
:\:‘L‘:ﬁmunw g

nd other
nwef"w amutltms

Utilary [ns

hose mandate was

/t’he education sector

s

 WEW VISION, Fridey, Jamuary 25, 20m 111

_LIBERATION DAY

(S hadd its fiest cohort
of students commplete ther -
contrses Last year.

Actrmting to the Erecutoe
Trirector of the HESB, Michael
Warrgueeu, the scheme has
sinen groswn from the initial
invtake of (200 10 the current
5.440 henefictaries at ¢

thiis yeur hen
tp ther loan way o the
pecommended grace period of
ame year.
The schema also expanded
10 nchide humareties Wr
papectally pervons with
disabilities to make 1t more
inclusive.
Fuery yeat, the Board
receives up 10 500
applications fof just about
10000 shots, This s just about
30 of the peed. Wanyama,
hermeves reveals that they are
working 10 have this mmproved
1o at least 3000 in the coming
year. Going forveard, they
intend to huve comtinuing
students considered as well.

“The idea ts to have all the
needy students access the
fund under this scheme. That
why we would like 10 expand
it to reach more universities
and more students in their
different categomes of need.”
he said

However, despite the
milestones achieved in the
secior over the years, this
still grapples with limited
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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE

STUDENT LOA

N SCHEME IN

2074 I1STURNING DREAMS

OF FURTHER S

TUDIES INTO

REALITY FOR MANY.

1

Michael Wanyama

board fori other

fadilitates of higher education; -
and Government’s capacity  :
1o financial resources for the  +
establishment and sustenance *
of the institution.

© Establishment of Mbarara
University of Science and
Technology with emphasis on
applied science and medicine.

© It was recommended that
WO new universities should
be established in nonthern
region and the other in castern
region.

© The current Kyambogo
&!mvcniry was made into a

than universities, A bureau of

lly-fledged polytechnic. In
addition, the only existing

and
standards, A board for Human
Resource Development.
© Established new
tertiary level institutions
to accommodate students
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private sity in 1989 was

Islamic University of Uganda.
The liberalisation of higher

education in 1993 played a

% key role in increasing access

: 1o higher education. This has

admitting talented students,
and disabled students. In
addition, it continued with
affirmative action of extra
1.5 points for every female
student who qualifies to
Join university education.
As result 1,000 students are
admitted every academic
year through affirmative
actions.

The number of female
student graduating from
public universities is quite
competitive with that of their

: male counterparts.

The loan scheme
For many parents and

financing espedially because
of the ever mereasing demand
for education. Funding l'u

at

students, uni y

has always remained a dream
that you only wake up from.
However, the introduction of
the student loan scheme in
2014 is turning these dreams
into reality.

Uganda’s first national
education financing scheme
implemented by the Higher
Education Financing Board

has stag
about 2.4% of the GDP below
the recommended 4%.

The limited budgzetary
resources have led o a
shortage of lmch(:? and I.;ck
of proper housing for teachers
es in hard 1o reach

arcas,
indeed declining performance
in schools.
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Certificate of Education;
enhance the capacity of
g_\nting higher education;
increase manpower
requirement of both public
and private sectors; develop

d 2 scen the growth in the number
< of private universities from

1 onein 1989 to over 30 private
% universities currently.

Affirmative action
During the 2006/07

needs of the region and the
principle of equity in providing

Financial Year Government
* introduced the Quota system,
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