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Critics argue that the
leadership vacuum cre-
ated by Raila's death has
created factions within
the ODM party.

BY JUSTUS OCHIENG'

ebruary 15 marks exactly four
months, or 122 days. since the death
of former prime minister Raila Odin-
ga. Life has never been the same
for the Orange Democratic Movement
(ODM),the party he founded in Renya.
ritory, grappling with internal disputes,
questions of ldmun‘and an uncertain
erst g

What began as a period of mourning
has steadily morphed into an intense in-
ternal contest that now threatens to rede-
fine —or even tear apart — one of Ken-
At the centre of the storm is the party's
dramatic removal by the party’s Nation-
:lleekfo].lwedby‘ e

atemporary reprieve
ﬁomthePu!iﬁca]Pa:ﬁsDispmmTﬂ-

within the party

The tribunal has barred ODM from im-
plmﬁngi:sn;a&uﬂt;immmsifuna,
effectively freezing the power struggle

his ruling United Democratic Alliance

altoRaila'slegacy?
A faction aligned to party leader, Dr
Oburu Oginga, has warmed up to the

bunal (PPDT), has exposed deep fissures

The dispute over Mr Sifuna's position
is indicative of a wider ideological con- |
flict within ODM: should it formally co- |
operate with President William Rutoand

(UDA),ar remain an opposition force loy-

idea of working with Dr Ruto,and a
pre-election coalition agreement is ex- i
pected ahead of the 2027 General Elec- |
tion. President Ruto’s attendance and |
support during ODM’s 20th anniversary |
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Kenya's Cabinet Secretary for Mining Hassan Joho (left), ODM party leader Cburu Oginga (contre), X HANDLE
Governor Abdullswamad S. Nassir{right) and other party leadersin Mombasa yesterday. PHOTO/OBURU

Things fall apart
further in ODM

dinner celebrations signalled the deep-
ening ties, which has also turned out ‘o
be the party’s Achilles heel. _
Opposing voices, such as Mr Sifuna,
Siaya Governor James Orengo, ODM
co-deputy party leader and Vihiga Sen-

ator Godfrey Osotsi, East African Legis-
lative Assembly MP Winnie Odinga,ard |
Embakasi East MP Babu Owino,strong: |
Iy oppose any alignment withthe ruling |

Alliance. |

Kenya Kwanza Alli

+ For them, cooperating with Dr Ra- | o & meed fuk o diation to .

to would mean surrendering their ide-

ology. The trigger for thelatest turmuoil |

was a NEC meeting in Mombasathat re-

solved to remove Mr Sifuna from his po-

sition. His allies dismissed the gathering
asirregular and procedurally flawed.
MrOwinodid not mince his words.
“The illegal removal of Sifuna from
office is not taken lightly by this team.”
he said “The meeting that took place n
Mombasa was a kangaroo meeting set
up toremove Sifuna.”
Heargued that the action violated the
party constitution and betrayed Raila
Odinga'sideals. “The only mistake Sifu-
namade— and the only mistake we are
making —is fighting for the downtrod-
den, the forgotten in society,jobs for our
youthand the highcost of living
Governor Orengo said: *Do not be de-
luded. The secretary-general of Raila’s
party,0DM,is Edwin Sifuna”

EXERT VIEW

Advocate Chris Omore
says: “The party [ODM]
must reconcile competing
visions — cooperation versus
confrontation, pragmatism
versus principle, continuity
versus reinvention. Failure to
resolve these tensions could
fragment a party that has
long prided itselfon unityin
adversity.” “In the absence of its
founding leader, Raila Odinga,
the party faces the ultimate
test on whether it can reinvent
lt;:lfwitlwut ngits soul,” he
adds.
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Mombasa County

i ire life of Raila Amo-
“puring the entire life of Raila 1
1o Odinga, and during the period Ed
win Sifuna has been the secretary-gen-
eral, there s no single moment that Rai-
1 rebuked him in public while he dis-
: P ic Ruth
Amid the escalating rhetoric, *;&
inga, ODM’s deputy :
ﬁdamemberofl}mm:m Fri-
daysuuckacnncﬂiawr?m 3
“What many people do not u.l'lr=l er-
stand is that my position remains ciear.

we remain united and strong, so that

iate for 2027, we doso
even as we negotial h-Ms Odin-

turmoil has also cast doubt on Dr
oréjhéa‘s ability tosteady theshipleft be-
ind by his youngerbrother.
h]érinl’:g argue that the Jeadership vacu-
um created by Raila’s deathhasembold-

ened factions and intensified rivalr i::. !
Sthi der Jaramogi Oginga’ ifti
within the broa : - of Nyanza, and facing shifting dynam

0Odinga family, with political
iling into partyaffa prl,
The open defiance by Winnie Odin-
ga— Raila's daughter —who has sid-
ed with the“rebels”, has been interpret-
ed by some analysts as a symbolic vote
of no confidence in the current leader-
ship direction of ODM.

ODM's existential questions
“The party is in what you would call

ODMs resilience has long been a

| source of pride.In Kenya’s volatile politi-

calecosystem — where most parties dis-
solve after one electoral cycle — ODM

i intoaformidable political machine that

. rallied behind Raila's presidential bids |

| in2007,2013,2017 and 2022. i
But without its talismanic leader,ODM

! ahigh dependency unit,"said a senior
. ODM insider.“If we don't manage this
i carefullywe might be talking about ICU
| before theend ofthe year”

isonfronting existential questions.

Ksita PeOple’s movernent, as Mr Orengg,
mslllst_s?Orm_t morphinginto apragmatic
political vehicle willing to trade ideclog;.

* calpurity forstrategicirfluence?

MrOrengn has placed the hlame Squam.
!\mn external interference “The problerm,
iINODM s President Ruto,"he said.“We arp
asking President Rutn to let 0D go.”

) He accused the president of conver,.
ing parallel meetings with OpM leadery
while excluding dissenting voices.

D_n thP other hand,ODM stabwarts mDr
Oginga's camp have pointed an accusing
finger at fqrrncr President Uhuru Ke,.
yatta,blaming him for the internal revoly
within the party

ODM chairpersan and Homa Bay Goy.
emor Gladys Wanga, National Asser,.
bly Leader of Minority Junet Mohamey
as well as Treasury Cabinet Secretar
and former ODM chairpersonjohn Mhg.
di have publicly accused the Mr Kermyat.
ta ofﬁmncing dissent within the party
— claims that have deepened SlL*‘pir:ir;.r‘:
about his relationship with Mr Sifung

Mr Mbadi accuses Mr Kenyatta of mee:.
ing with some ODM members in an at
ternpt todivide the party.

“We know them, those meeting with,
former President Uhuru Kenyatta to tr-,
and break ODM. Uhuru lied to us in 'hi
2022 pollsthat he would make Raila pres.
ident. We cannot allow him to lie to
again,"Mr Mbadisaid recently, “

However, while acknowledging ideolog.
ical tensions within ODM, Dr Oginga s«
there is no evidence that Mr Kenyatta js
deliberately seeking to divide the party

‘Tam not aware of any such scheme |
have no evidence to suggest that Uhumy
Muigai Kenyatta, my friend, wants to d.
vide ODM"Dr Oginga said.

For his part. Mr Sifuna says his remoyy
sternmed from his opposition to 0D,
WUl'kinS relaticnship with President Ry
to'sUDA.

Coalitiontalks
The party’s Central Management Com.
mittee had on January 12 tasked Dr Ogir.
ga to initiate coalition talks with Dr Rt
aresolution later endorsed by the NEC.
“My only ‘crime’ is opposing schemes
to support President Ruto’s re-election.

. hold the firm view that this country ca;

not afford another five years of this co

- Iy divisive and disastrous misachven ur

MrSifunasaid.

He said that former ODM leader Rail
Odinga u.ndpr;luud and accommody
ed his stance, “Raila would never have 5
lowed ODM to become an appendags (
State House, where decisions are mere
Tubberstamped,”said Mr Sifuna,

For President Ruto, securing OD)
backing could reshape the 2027 palitic
landscape. Having lost ground in pa

in Mt Kenya, he appears keen to cons
date national support through strate
alliances.

His presence at ODM’s anniversary ¢
ebrations in Mornbasa was seen as be
symbolic and tactical — a signal that
mer adversaries can become partr
in Kenya's fluid political arena. Butt
overture has unsettled ODMs base,

Mr Sifuna’s predicament embodi
broader struggle. As secretary-genera
nearty adecade, he oversaw the party
fairs during two election cycles; in ;
and 2022, and emerged as one of R:
most vocal defenders.

To his supporters, removing him is
tamount to rewriting ODM's DNA. T
detractors, his confrontational st

- againstKenyaKwanza undermines
. ingrapprochement efforts.

With the tribunals intervention, !
funa remains in office — at least for
But the tribunal’s ruling merely

. pones what promises to be a de-
showdown.
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