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Workers at the East Afrlcan Bladder Proc'e$slnq LImIted preparlnq flsh bladders for export

TWO CHINESE COMPANIES

CLOSED OVER HYGIENE

BY JULIET WAISWA
T T
The directorate of public
health of Kampala Capital City
Authority (KCCA) on Friday
suspended operations of two
Chinese-owned companies
which export fish bladders. .
The companies; East Africa -
Bladder and Zhonghong
sased in Makindye division
n Kampala operated under
»oor conditions, which KCCA
fficials said were hazardous
) both the-workers and their
ustomers. -
‘There is high demand for
sh bladders in China where
is'a delicacy and a kilo costs
3 to $35 (sh126,105). It is
sed to make soups thought
1 ease the discomfort of
regnancy and cure joint
ains, among other ailments.
The workers at the factory,
omplained of harsh working

conditions and poor pay.

The KCCA assistant solid
waste manager, Mubala
Balamu said the two factories
were issued with a notice -
about the poor hygiene on
October 13, 2016.

Balamu said that the

fisheries officer of Makindye
division raised concern to the
directorate of public health
on the poor hygiene at the
factories but had received
resistance from the owners. -

During the inspection of the
East Africa Bladder; the toilet
was found to be filthy and -
shared by both female and
male workers. The workers
were working in a temporary
structure with a slippery
floor surrounded with dirty
containers full of flies.

KCCA ordered the factory
owners to build a toilet facility,

a proper shed where they can

dry their products and have
proper storage.

At the Zhonghong factory,
the workers were working
on top of a septic tank and
dogs were loitering in the
compound.

KCCA officials said the
factories are licenced and
registered by the ﬁshenes
ministry. ;

WORKERS SPEAK OUT
According to one of the -
workers identified as Gorreti,
she is paid sh400 for every.
kilogramme-of bladders she
washes.

“There are days when I only
prepare one kilogramme, as
the work is hectic and needs
patience,’she says..

Gorreti explains that the
working conditions are harsh
but they have no choice. The
workers who dry the product

say that they earn sh7,000
daily but this includes their
lunch, transport and medical

_ care.

“We have received many
officials who come here but
they have not helped us, we :
get sickness like stomach ache
due to the poor hygiene. We
are also getting ulcers because
we do not eat,” John, another
worker comments. ,

At the Zonghong, the -
workers said they are paid
sh500 per kilogramme they

- prepare, while others are paid .

sh10,000 per day.
Balamu revealed to

~Sunday Vision, that if the

owners of the companies
fail to comply with KCCA’s
requirements they will be
prosecuted. ;

He said there are about 20

such companies facing closure
in Makindye.
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