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BY BUSEIN sAMILU 

KAMPALA: The Board of Uganda Air- 
lines has decided to advertise the po- 
sition of chief executive officer (CEO) 
nearly four years after Ms Jennifer 
Bamuturaki took the reins. 
Ms Bamuturaki, the current CEO, yes- 

terday announced that she will be step- 
DPing down and urged her colleagues to 
keep their eyes peeled for the advert 
and apply if they qualify. 
In an internal email that leaked last 

evening, she wrote: “The Board will ad- 
vertise the position of chief executive 
officer shortly. and you are all encour- 
aged to apply if you meet the required 
qualifications. The job description and 
application form will be published on 
the website™ 
Her departure will mark the end of al- 

most four years at the helm of the na- 
tional carrier. She was appointed CEQ 
in July 2022, replacing Mr Cornel Mu- 
leya, who had been shown the door ear- 
lier that year. 
This development comes hot on the 

heels of a probe launched barely a 
month ago by the criminal investiga- 
tions directorate (CID), working jointly 
with the State House Anti-Corruption 
Unit, into the airline’s operations. 
In a January 7 letter addressed to Ms 

Bamuturaki, CID and SHACU request- 
ed extensive financial and procure- 
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mentrecords,citing alleged abuse of of- 
fice,embezzlement, and false account- 
ing linked to the airline’s transactions. 
Investigators are seeking board-ap- 
proved business plans, budgets for the 
2024/2025 Financial Year, contracts re- 
lated to Boeing aircraft acquisition,and 
procurement files covering key suppli- 
ers such as fuel, ground handling, travel, 
and aircraftleasing services. 
The letter; signed by Mz Fed Lumala | 

on behalf of the CID deputy director of 
economic fraud and anti-corruption,al- 
sodemanded detailed banking records, 
ticketing accounts,expenditure reports, 
and a list of companies involved in sup- 
porting the London route, one of the 
airline’s most high-profile and capi- 
tal-intensive ventures. 
Since its revival in 2019, the State- 
owned carrier has leaned heavily on 
government support to bankroll fleet 
expansion, route launches, and opera- 
tional costs. 
In December last year, the Ministry of 

Works received Shs696.5b, part of the 
Shs1.6t Schedule Three of the Shs8.1t 
Supplementary Budget, to purchase 
new aircraft and beefup the fleet. 

Long-terminvestment 

Officials have consistently defended 
the airline as a long-term investment in 
tourism, trade,and connectivity. Yet crit- 
ics argue that persistent losses, govern- 
ance gaps, and opaque procurement 
processes have left the airline skating 
on thinice. 
The latest Auditor Generals report re- 

vealed early signs of financial stabili- 
sation in the 2024/2025 Financial Year, 
with a slight reduction in losses and 
growth in revenue. Uganda Airlines 
trimmed its netloss from Shs231.58bin 
2023/2024 to Shs230.81b in 2024/2025, 
amodest Shs768m (0.33 percent) im- 
provement. 
The report noted that this small step 

forward was largely driven by a 19.2 

NO QUALIFICATIONS 

In August 2022, Members of Par- 
liament on the Committee on 
Commissions Statutory and State 
Enterprises (Cosase), had found 
out that the Chief Executive Offi- 
cer of Uganda Airlines, Ms Jenni- 
fer Bamuturaki, did not have the 
requisite requirements as perthe 

Job description. 
The Committee found out that Ms 
Bamuturaki did not have post-gra- 
duate training in administration 
as prescribed in the job require- 
ments. 
In her defence, Ms Bamuturaki 

: argued that she had the required 
skills and experience to run the 

. national career. 

percent revenue growth, thanks to ex- 
panded routes and increased interna- 
tional presence, including long-haul 
services such as the London route. 
Despite these baby steps, the govern- 

ment has poured close to Shs1t into the 
airline since its revival. and mounting 
losses remain the elephant in theroom. 
Ms Bamuturaki herself admitted last 

year that it would take at least anoth- 
er four years before the airline could 
break even and turn a profit. 

Bombardier spare parts contro- 
versy 
Ms Bamuturaki, firmly refuted claims 

that its aircraft lack spare parts, affirm- 
ing that spare parts are readily availa- 
ble despite global shortages, and clar- 
ified that despite Bombadier’s sale, 
Uganda Airlines has access to multiple 
sources for spare parts, although global 
demand makes procurement challeng- 
ing and time-consuming. 
Ms Bamuturaki announced that by 

August Uganda Airlines is set to ac- 
quire three more planes and launch 
five more routes to Cape Town in South 
Africa, Accrain Ghana, Jordan in Oman, 
Riyadh in Saudi Arabia,and Gwangju 
in South Korea, calling on Ugandans to 
support the national airlines. " 
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