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vome Odeke
went though
some of the
Prominent
soondan
sehoals in
Upanda

naties

T

and offered marly
AWM o rography at
Alevel When he sat for s
Upanda Advanced Cer
of Education, be s
points and was admigted a1
Makerere University Business
School on povernment
sponsorship, oftening
hachelors of commens
Odeke praduated with 3
eree and first
wolunteered as an accountant
tor a fuel staton in linja
district for two years. However,
this stint did not sustain him
and he chosc to look for a
better paying job after s year
athome. Odeke pooled his
savinges with his elder brother
and started a restaurant in
Kampala.

Sadly, this venture only
lasted six months bocause
most of the money eamed
went in paying for rent and
amenities such as electricity,
water, collection of rubbish
and stafl salaries.

hol
y grinking 21co!
Having spent all his 3 thelr time in bars Ugand
"“‘1’!’:¥'S &d“:ﬂ“ﬂ.\' madcany  Due to the rampant unemployment, most youth resort to spending pogpsla:i::aum View
profits, Odeke retumed to 4 DPOsjj
the fuel station in Jinja and 3 the period of completion was 3 they believe that it s below 1 t‘cs ?1?&5]:;3“: dm"’g‘“g::yﬂy
volunteered for another year ~ + sill quite lengthy, lasting an ¢ them. Someone would rather a l the 12,000 Jobs. This | S\.’ ic
before they started paying him } average of nearly three years. + do development studies than s (rom for S sed Inthe formal is is because gy,
a salary of $h400,000. i Mondo Kyarekka, the ¢ swdy plumbing.” he says. Recent esté"‘:k Suggest 39V s people are skjljog they "®UNg
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This picture is further which could acually camone  ministry show that over (e inctitytions, 19705 an oomomics &
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:gdegumﬁon being 16:4;:. In ACCORDINGTO  thatthey cmbrace informal  © lead 2 legislative frame[work : Pn;‘fc‘slﬂ:)?n. e lrlﬁ?: or the foresecabe
dition, young women had bs instezd of being focused  * that brings youth development 3 10 < : .
a higher unemployment rate THE ECONOMIC la(;, fvhi.ceiuyﬁ, i:‘;r;g R atthe saﬁ?m with health,  younges! population in :
(Z.-i:/b) compared to the males FORUM GLOBAL Layne Robinson, the * education, finance and ather  § the world with 78% of the : Economles
(5.5%),” the report reads. head of programmes in the ¢ szctors. This will frame the + country's population being Young people aroung
abgk survey also notes that COMPETITIVE- Youth Division under the + way youth development nder the age of 30, he world are also a e
de ;".'nf:: q::r;:({zzynb) of NESS REP Commonwealth Secretariat, ~ + is considered in Uganda,” Alzine Sibenaler, the o orefront of innovation ag
sucmsru—u\‘? Cofnpl’:[c dgx‘;"q" = ORT says there is need to recognise + Robinson argues. couniry director of the United entrepreneurship, The Glojy
Isbour market wansition and 2016/17 youth work as a distnct i Cunenty,onlyathirdof Naons Populaon Fund 3 Enurepreneurship Moniygr
profession, * countries sampled during + (UNFPA), emphasises that

+ Teport for 2015 states hy
T ew Stz

Youth working on a community road In northern Ugand
been lucky to access funds disbursed by the Governm:

young people aged 18-34
display the highest rate of
entreprencurial intention and
those aged 25-34 display
the highest rate of start-up
activity,

Unfortunately, younger
entrepreneurs are ofien
constrained by lack of access
to resources, including
financial resources, and legal

and customary difficulties with
ownership and rights.
Robinson also highlights
the fact that the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)
2015 debate on financing
development had a big gap
— the debate did not focus on
young people having a role
in development of national
economies and sustainable
development.
“We are not seeing the
support and financing of
young peaple to actually
make that step to contribute
to national development
planning and development
outcomes,” he says.
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Oulanyah says only 12%
of Ugandans are saving In
commerclal banks

1+ When we come home,
% Uganda is ranked as the
% 120th out of 138 countries

% in affordability of financial

WATLABLE SL0TS CAN OWLY ACCOMMODATE LESS THAN 90,000 EMP

major youth challenges

services, according 10 the
Economic Forum Global
competitiveness report

ayoung person globally are %
start-up and operating capital. ; the chairperson of the Uganda
Jacob Oulanyah, the B
Deputy Speaker of Parliament,
observes that the country

these meagre savings, causing

LOVEES

Roles of youth include...

{ramework around young people, It s
the younq people and the people who
work with young pecple that are the &
participate In decision making at ;I! ?::-:s‘s; asset in youth deve! 9
levels, which can only be achieve ki
through representation of young “So, we are uvm“q w‘;{w h:v":yﬂ:’n.
people at all lavels of planning and youth and work with them, e
implementation. an asset In the community. in , our
“The ‘]ounq people should be at the arqument Is, if you work vm‘h \:c‘n‘umnq'
core of these budget framework papers  people, they will add value to iy
that will later be read out as a national gvll;n that ;:’; hapoening qlo! 4
[ budget,” he says. obinson af
demmmlntda::'e ?h‘: ga‘x t:e youth He explains that this will be achieved
should also be invalved in monitoring through the assets-approach, wa:ra‘
the Implementations to ensure that the  youth are seen as assets for nal bn-“
ideas they came up with were executed. development Instead of a needs-bas
Layne Robinson from the appm“t:\h ':m(th portrays youth as
Ci onwealth secretariat explains beneficiaries.
tv‘:::'{‘h\'s1 year, the Commonwealth Kitatta advises youth to be at the
yyouth ministers’ meeting theme: forefront of continuous capacity
“‘Resourcing and financing youth building such as volunteering In order
development, emphasises the role of for them to compete favourably.
young people in youth davalopment”. “Sadly, the youth want money for
"The theme has two parts to it — everything they do but someone should
resourcing and financing = 50 on one first see the value in you b“elo_re they
hand we are looking at human resource  can spend that extra coin,” Kittata
as well as the leqal and regulatory 53Ys.

\brahim Kitatta, the secretary general
of the Natlonal Youth Council, says
the young peapla must be able to

"y

» A
a. Not most of the youth have
lent purposely for the youth

‘Youth receive lessons In welding. Most youth tend to ignore hands-on jobs

2016/17.The major constraints 3 to address issues of youth
of serting up an enterprise by % financing.

: 15%and amaximum of four ;  “Thatway,ayourg

% years repayment period. < entrepreneur will survivi
Mwine argues that % Otherwise they will be |

provision of cheap long- + someone with a litle be

% term credit remains the + thrown in an ocean wit

ays these have only reached 3 window to leverage youth 3 strong tides waiting for

a fraction of the intended * entrepreneurship and %+ time to die.” he says.

However, Mpaka Mwine,

% Parliamentary Youth Forum,

has less than 12% of the beneficiaries and sufferfroma 3 employment. He suggests that §  Oulanyah goes ont
population saving and % high default rate because they 3 this will be achieved through % that there is need for:
making resources available % atract a high interest rate. ayouth developmentbank  § systems that will enst
for short-term lending by 1 “Arecentevaluation shows  that will give youth loansatan 3 some insulation to th
commercial banks. However, % that the YLP has received + interest rate as low as 7%. entrepreneurs.
the Government also goes for 3 only 40% of the resources as 3

% “You cannot com}

©of 2016, which have reached 3 Central channel %+ youth here 10 other

only 56% of its intended

the interest rates 1o go as high

H % “Channelling youth resources > because those yout!
as 30%. % beneficiaries;” he says. < through one central entity % support systems.” (
“As aresult,you find a 1 Mwine adds thatalthough 3 makes it easier to implement 3 states.
yourg person who wants % sh265b was allocated for + and monitor projects” Mwine An example of :
10 develop their capacity, < the YLP, only sh90.6b was S sad. : ems is the tax
competing with government 3 released and 68% was B

Oulanyah says the solution 3 on youth busines
is restructuring the economy % taxes are high ar
% suchthat our finzncial sector % have never stepy
says. % WhenitcomestotheJoint * is resilient and has the + business premis
The Government introduced ; Capital Venture, Mwine states * response capacity 1o absortb ¢ we do. Please u
programmes such as the Youth & that the intervention offers % external factors that have % businesses befc
Livelihood Programme (YLP) T taxesonus E
+ carpenter, says

entities. It does not make

% dispersed with 46% default
economic sense,” Oulanyah

L rate.

\ % asmall grant that attracts % been affecting our economy
and the Joint Capital Venture 3 security and an interest rate of & forlong.
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