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Millions still illiterate 20 years
after start of UPE programme

Letdown. In 1997, Uganda embarked on
an ambitious journey to give her children

a chance to get basic education that
would help them to at least be able to
read and write. Twenty years later, Sunday
Monitor's Stephen Kafeero writes about
why millions have never enlisted for formal
education, in spite of the government’s
Universal Primary Education (UPE)
programme.

he pathetic sight of young girls

I and women emerging from Katwe

Kinyoro is hard to miss. The area

itself and its environs are tragically fa-

miliar because of the crime and other
society ills they embody.

Yet, behind the iron sheets and other
settlements that shield the area from
the prying eyes of people, especially
those using Entebbe road to and from
Kampala city, is another ignored trag-
edy.

From as early as 6am, Karimojong
girls as young as three emerge from
Katwe and another nearby ghetto in
Kisenyi. Their destination, certainly, is
not school.

Donning tight unfitting tops some

exposing their bellies and short skirts,

the girls older than 10, some are younger,
carry a broom and a sack each while the
younger ones chase after them.

Those lucky enough, have a shawl to
cover their bodies while rest, brave the
morning cold. As the older girls make
their journey to places like Kisenyi and
Owino markets, the younger ones as old
as two remain on the streets—to beg.

While all this is happening, affluent
parents are either trying to beat the
traffic jam as they rush their children
to school or are caught up in the same.
Otherlucky children from the neighbour-
hood are also seen walking to school.

This and more is the rather sad turn
of events 20 years later since Uganda
declared an ambitious attempt to give
every of its children a chance to go to
school.

President Museveni and his wife, who
is also the Education minister, Janet Mu-
seveni, are also frequent passersby inthe
area as they make their way from State
House Nakasero to State House Entebbe
and back. It is hard to imagine they fail to
take note of what is happening.

When this newspaper put this ques-
tion to Ms Museveni on February 12 after

- she released Primary Leaving Examina-

‘fidns results, shie' shiffed’ most of the
blame to the communities and parents

who she said were not doing enough
to support government initiatives. She
also asked the media to do more to high-
light the challenges in the sector.

The announcement by President Mu-
seveni, in December 1996, that govern-
ment would offer free primary school
education to four children of school go-
ing age per family was to say the least,
revolutionary. Coming during a heated
election, the announcement had divi-
dends for Mr Museveni.

Initially, the programme that kicked
off in January 1997 as the Universal Pri-
mary Education (UPE), targeted four
children per family but was eventually
made to cater for all children.

The objectives of UPE as per the Min-
istry of Education and Sports policy
document of 1998 were to, among oth-

7 million

llliterate. The 2014 National Population and
Housing Census put the number of Ugandans
who have never been to school at nearly seven
million- representing 19.3 per cent of the
total population. Another 40 per cent of the

population, the census revealed, left before 121"

completion.

ers, provide quality education, Proy;

facilities and resources to enable e,dr“"’
child to enter and remain in schoo; .

the primary cycle of education jg Cu i
plete, make basic education accesggp}"
to the learner and relevant to his ¢
needs, as well as meeting nationg ...,

Others were to make educatiop 5.
table in order to eliminate dispan?-fl:
and inequalities, ensure that educati]cj5
isaffordable by the majority of Ugapg, .
and meet the ol_ljegﬁve of poverty emé}?
cation by equipping every individUal
with basic skills and knowledge.

The situation prevailing prior tq this
announcement is best captured in thz
video foralate 1980s duet by Stella Nant-
eza and Jimmy Katumba in which Street
children interviewed give their experj-
ences of surviving on Kampala Streets
All without exception express the need
for an opportunity to go to school.

By now majority are adults yet the cy-
cle continues with the Karimojong girls
and other street children taking their
plgqe. Collectively, they make up the
millions of Ugandans who have never at-
te_n(_ied school, majority of whom were
eligible 20 years ago, :

11,10 date, they have never been in the
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confines'of four walls of 2 classroom, not
even under a tree that makae fou s +t

CamScanner



https://v3.camscanner.com/user/download

B

'SPECIAL REPORT

Bunday Monitor

aSEETEMEEn 3 2017 |

| 7

worn. monitor co.ug

- .
.’J

(OIS R Aty (T

Inmany places in Uganda.

Suchis the case of Generous Akampurira,
24, who to date yearns for a chance togo to
school. The mother of four was only four-
years-old when President Museveni made
the famous announcement.

We meet in Kabirizi Village, Rubaare

arish, Rubaare Sub-county in Ntungamo
District. She decides against speaking to
Us from her home and instead decides to
do so at a function at Kacerere Trading
Centre. She says she is afraid of her hus-
2332: reaction on finding her speaking to

Akampurira’s parents were illiterate
themselves and they were only able, she
Says, to recollect her date of birth to the
Visit of Pope John Paul in 1993.

Bomn in Kakanena Village in Rugarama
Sub-county, her home is about nine kilo-
metres to a primary school and she says

©many other children she grew up with,
they could not manage to travel the long

tance to school. Their brothers too ei-
ther went there when they were older or
kept at home looking after animals.

‘I could not go to school, it was far and I
used to follow my brothers to graze COws.

hen UPE came, my father decided to
register four of my siblings and I was the
youngest. They went to school and later
dropped out because they could not man-
agethe distance,” she says.

According to Akampurira, her brothers
used to walk at least 18 kilometres to and
from Nyanga Primary School, which she
could not manage. By the time she could,
she was too old to join Primary One.

One of her greatest disappointments is
being unable to vote without being aided in
the process. “Everyone layghs at me when-
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bribed not to cast the vote myself, but the
factisIcannot write or read.1have wanted
atleast tolearn how toread but there is no
whereI canlearnit from. My husband also
does not allow me to go away from home
unless I am taking a child for immunisa-
tion. It’s also hard for me because I feel shy,
1 don’t want people to know that I never
went to school, they would undermine me
more,” she says.

Without an education, her life has been
reduced to digging, cooking, caring for
the children and her husband. She plans
to have four more children to appease her
husband and in-laws.

Like Akampurira, Tonny Ogeni, 23, who
we meet in Gulu District, has never been
to school. Ogeni works at a washing bay in
Gulu Municipality. It is the only source of
livelihood that the resident of Laroo Divi-
sion in Gulu Municipality has ever known.
He can hardly read or write.

A similar story pertains when we head
to Busoga sub-region. Sowari Nabongho,
21, from Namakooko Village, Kibaale Sub-
county dropped out of school in Primary
Six when his father died. He had to take
care of his family as its new head.

Prossy Nampina’s academic journey
ended when she was raped. She now takes
care of her child. She wants to return to
school but she doesn’t have the funds to
doso.

The UPE programme registered success
shortly after the start of its implementa-
tion. To date, many children would not
have had an opportunity to go to school
without UPE. For this Uganda has got com-
mendation. Enrolment increased from
3.1 million pupils in 1996 to 8.4 million in
2013. ik
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Desperate. A
Karlmojong
girlbegson
aKampala
street witha
baby strapped
to her back.
PHOTO BY MICHAEL
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cegs (o primary education, they leave
ont the story of the millions teft behind,

The 2014 Natlonal Population and
HousIng Canans put the number of Yean-
dang who have neyer heen tiy sehonl at
nearly seven milllon- reprosenting 19.3
percent of the total population. Another
A0 per cent of the population, the rensus
revealed, left before completion,

The census makes [t even clearer in
Its observation that one in every 10 chil
dren of primary school-going age (siz
to 12 years), has never heen to sehool
desplte the avallability of UPE.

A 2011 study by Uwezo, a ‘citizen
movement hased' approach to assess-
Ing literacy and numeracy levels in East
Afriea found distrlcts in the Karamoja
sub-region to shoulder the highest bur-
den of children who have never been to
school. Kotido District leads at 61 per
cent followed by Nakapiripirit District
at 35 per cent, while in Moroto District,
27 per cent of children aged nine to 16
attended school.

The name Geraldine Namirembe Bi-
tamazire is synonymous with Uganda’s
quest to give free education to her citi-
zens. It even earned her the title ‘Mama
UPE! Ms Bitamazire was handed the
docket of State minister of Education
shortly after UPE came into force.

Now a senior presidential adviser
on education, Ms Bitamazire says the
media and many other people miss the
%%igt when they dwell on the failures of

“What [ would like to see is the media
and other members of the society pick
out the success of this programme. [
have been working with graduates from
UPE schools; they are doctors, engineers,
lawyers and other professions.”

She says many people who went
through UPE are responsible in their
communities and engage in such activi-
ties as taking their children to school,
for immunisation. Others she says are
commanding the economic develop-
ment in the country.

The focus, she adds, should be on the
children in the rural remote areas and
in the urban poor areas who are not ac-
cessing schools.

“The other aspect we should be ad-
dressing as a country is how we should
be helping to retain these children in
schools,” she says.

To Dr Mary Goretti Nakabugo, the
country coordinator of Uwezo Uganda,
the problem for the country is not only
with the children who have not got a
chance to go to school but also with “the
big number of children who are in school
and are left behind in terms of learning
outcomes”.

The other problem, she notes, is the
almost 70 per cent of children entering
primary education and dropping out be-
fore reaching Primary Seven.

A 2005 report by the Overseas Devel-
opment Institute (ODI), a United King-
dom-based independent think tank on
international development and humani-
tarianissues notes that of the 2,159,850
pupils that were enrolled in primary
school level one in 1997 at the time UPE
was introduced, only 485,703 (23 per
cent) reached Primary Seven in 2003.
The report cites pupil’s lack of interest,
family responsibilities, and sickness as
the leading cause.

In 2006, more than one million pu-
pils enrolled in UPE in 2006, majority
of these again disappeared in the sys-
tem along the way. Only 463,332 of the
1,598,636 sat for Primary Leaving Ex-
aminations (PLE) seven years later.

The ODI report also provides insights
into why we have failed to fully realise

;the UPE dream. Some of the “institu-
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The right to education

means that much as tis
your right, it is also your
obligation. No one would
want an ’;r""*,ﬂ? nation
many developed nations. it
ry to have DasiC
aducation, you have to xeep
in school up to a certain level
and then do what you want
If you are not in school, they
aither arrest your parents of
you..."

To maka UPE work and at
least achieva its aim, n2
says the government r‘ee’ds
t0 ansure that whan UPE
budgets are made, they are
fully implemented.

‘It is not late, from the

word go let them make
UPE compulsory. that is the,
best way. It can take time
because you have to write
laws through Parliament

but the sconer we do s0, the
earlier we shall see results.
This business of leaving
human beings to manage
themselves, | don’t believe

in it, sometimes | do but not
all the time, especially when
you are dealing with different
types of people.” he says

n

quality education services” include cor-
ruption which leads to shoddy work,
demoralisation of teachers, and poor
periormance of UPE pupils.

The anticipation that the communi-
ties would be involved in the education
of their own through contributions of
labour and building materials failed to
materialise.

The report also faults government on
failing to fully take advantage of liber-
alisation of the education sector, so as
to maximise the impact of UPE.

Increase expenditure per pupil in UPE
schools in rural areas and for the urban
poor is perhaps the most echoed. Propo-
nents of the proposal argue it will help
in improving the quality of education,
encouraging more enrollment and re-
ducing drop-out rates.

The reporting was supported by the Afri-
can Centre for Media Excellence (ACME).
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