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Any Ugandan who goes out of the
country for honeymoon or wildlife
expeditions is leaving a better deal
in their own country. This is because
Queen Elizabeth National Park in
western Uganda appears on the
new l.lSt of seven natural wonders
of Africa. The list was released over
the weekend by Nat Geo Travel,
also known as National Geographic
Traveler Magazine.
The eye-catching tree climbing lions
found in Ishasha sector of Queen
Elizabeth National Park put Uganda’s
park ahead of other parks. “The only
wild cats that safari-goers are likely to
see climbing trees in most of Africa’s
national parks are leopards. This is
not the’case in the Ishasha area, in
Uganda’s Queen Elizabeth National
Park, wher(? visitors can expect to see
lions daz’l’ghng from large branches of
i fig trees,” stated INat Geo Travel.
*a The magazine added: “When the
al Park in western Uganda hea_t of the day sets in, most lions
recline under a shady bush or tree,
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lions of Ishasha are Inc
[[:)u‘t:“trl;]% :1p the tree. IL's also beheyed
that they do it t0 escape the flies.
Visit on a hot day and it’s likely there
five lions on one tree

could be up to

at one time.”
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wonders. .

“We all know the tried and true
travel experiences in Africa, like
spotting wildlife on the plains of the
Masai Mara or tasting wine in the
vineyards of the Cape,” said Mary
Holland, an experienced: travel
writer for Nat Geo Travel. “But the
very large .continent of Africa is
home to 54 countries brimming
with otherworldly natural wonders
and distinctive cultural experiences.
Here are less expected African

experiences for the traveller looking
to go deeper.”
Danakil Depression

Ethiopia’s
was on top of the natural wonders,
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follow.ed by Liuwa Plai
Park in Zambia and g, i,
rock formation in Ty M g0
Madagascar.  The ‘fngy oy,
Namaqualand, South Mfigrrh
Taghazout, Morocco iy ﬁar“”’!th,.
Makgadikgadi Pan of ;h Pl
lies in sixth position of g, "
wonders of Africa. ® Ny,

What others say
Jossy Muhangi, the ¢,

relations manager at Ugang RATL
Authority (UWA), described .
climbing lions as iconic Specjpe '
that_ they are part of Ugandgs Js-a
heritage. He said the park jmg
endowed with large mammz11~S :
as elephants. =

Stephen

Asiimwe,

despite its endowment. He said
endorsement from a credible mez;
house that leads in conservation
good for Uganda. “It is going to hei;
us attract the numbers,” Asimwe s;ﬁi
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