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ABSTRACT 

 

Theeffectsofpupils‘schooldropoutrateontheacademicperformanceoflearnersand,education in 

general, is the concern of the 21stcentury. The purpose of the study was to establishthe 

relationshipbetweenthe effectsof thepupils‘ schooldropoutrate andtheacademicperformance of 

learners in primary schools in Masafu Sub County. The objectives were to findout the effects of 

pupils‘ school dropout rate in primary schools in Masafu Sub County, BusiaDistrict; to find out 

the status of academic performance of learners in primary schools in MasafuSub County, Busia 

District; to assess the relationship between the effects of pupils‘ 

schooldropoutrateandtheacademicperformanceoflearnersinprimaryschoolsinMasafuSubCounty, 

in Busia District. The study used a cross sectional survey research design, employingboth 

qualitative, quantitative and, focused group discussion approaches. The study population of10 

teachers and 70 learners in government-aided schools participated in the study. A 

structuredquestionnaire and interviews were the instruments for collecting data. A content 

validity index[CVI] was computed. For reliability, a test to retest method was used and a 

Cronbach Alpha wascomputedand used after pretestingand after thewhole data is collected. 

Conclusively,increasedpupils‘schooldropoutrateaffectedpupilsduetorarelyattendingschool. 

Consequently, this affected pupils‘ learning schedules and consistency in class. Thisresulted into 

poor academic performance of learners due to lack of the constant guidance by theteachers. 

There was a highly positive significant relationship between pupilschool dropout rateand the 

academic performance of learners at the one percent level two tailed. These resultsimplied that as 

school closure due to pupils‘ school dropout rate contributed 69.4% to the 

statusoftheacademicperformanceof learners and theremaining30.6%wascaused byother factors. 

It was recommended that as school administrators observed the guide learners and sensitize 

themabout the disadvantages of school dropout, it would adopt other means like online class so 

thatpupils could attend school regularly, create discussion groups throughWhatsApp, Zoom 

toincrease on the contact time with other learners and encourage them not to dropout. 

Politicalauthorities at the village, Sub County, district and nation enacted laws to streamline the 

systemand protect pupils from common causes of dropout. The school administration and 

stakeholdersshould provide extra classes, incentives and bursaries and also provide extra support 

to thosepupils that could not count using mental head effectively, divide effectively in math to 

improvethe status of academic performance. Society should be sensitized about protection of 

pupils inschool. 
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CHAPTER 

ONEINTRODUC

TION 

1.0Introduction 

 

This chapter will comprise of the background of the study, problem of the study, purpose of 

thestudy,objectivesof thestudy,researchquestions,significance of thestudy andscope of thestudy 

which will be broken down into time, geographical and content scope, and the 

conceptualframework. 

 

 BackgroundtotheStudy. 

 

Thebackgroundtothestudywascategorizedintohistorical,conceptual,contextualandtheoreticalbackg

round. 

 

 Historicalbackground. 

 

Around the world, 129 million pupils are out of school, including 32 million primary school-

aged, 30 million lower secondary school-aged, and 67 million upper secondary school aged. 

Thecountries affected by civil conflicts; pupils are more than twice more likely to be out of 

schoolthan pupils living innon-affected countries. The average female literacy rate throughout 

theworld is 79.9%, while for men it is 89.2%. India lingers behind at 62.3% for women as 

comparedto80% formen(UNICEF, 2021) 

 

AccordingtoaWorldHealthOrganizationreport(2021),theoverallstatusdropoutratedecreased from 

8.3% in 2010 to 5.1% in 2019. During this year the status dropout rate 

declinedfor16to24yearsoldoverall(16.7to7.7%),AmericanIndiannativesfrom(15.4to9.6%%), 

Blacks(10.3to 5.6%),Whites(5.3 to4.1%) andAsian(2.8 to1.8%). 
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Many pupils in India are married at a young age and drop out of school after they complete 

theirprimary education due to societal pressures or early pregnancies.labor and lack of 

femininehygiene products keep pupils from coming to school, and contribute to the literacy rates 

andcontinuous lack of education. As pupils remain uneducated, it is more difficult to enter 

theworkforce,andconsequentlywomenfindthemselvesindifficultfinancialsituations(MahalanabisS, 

2021). 

 
Morethan49millionpupilsareoutofprimaryandsecondaryschoolinSaharanAfrica,with31amillionoft

hemoutofsecondaryeducation,under-miningtheirrightsandlimitingtheiropportunities. In addition, 

40 % of pupils marry before age 18, and African countries account for15to 20 countries withthe 

highest rate ofmarriageglobally(Zarco & Hella,2017) 

According to Majd et al (2021), In Kenya, global citizen estimates that more than152, 

000teenage pupils became pregnant between March and May 2020 due to economic hardships 

incountriesnationwide lockdown. 

Education is not only a human right but also one of the millennium development goals 

whichhelpstolay afoundationfor abrightfuturefortheyoung withgoodemployment,socio-economic 

status and health in general. In Uganda, a low developing country, 57% of youths (15-24years) 

have not attained primary level education yet 28% do not complete secondary leveleducation. 

Only 10% of the youth complete primary education and 2% complete secondary leveleducation 

with higher rates of drop out at primary education level being higher (94%) in 

ruralareascompared to 77% in the urban areas(HanuraM, 2019). 

According to Him J& Jun M (2022), a school dropout is defined as any individual aged 6-

19yearswho had not completed andyet was attendingprimaryor secondaryschool. 
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The incidence of school pupil drop out was not known during Missionaries time. This 

wasbecause the Education curriculum in primary schools was made in such a way that every 

one‘sability and interest were catered for. Scholastic materials like textbooks, pens and pencils 

weresupplied by the government. Schools and parents could only buy uniform for the ren (Kim J 

&Jun M, 2022) 

Primary education was a pride for student, parents and society at large because a pupil at 

schoolwasadmiredbyall.Educationwastheonlyrouteforsocio-economicmobilityandthisdiscouraged 

any form of school dropout. It was the educated one who was admired because hewas the 

society‘s helper, hope and instrument. After the independence in 1962 when Ugandagovernment 

took over education in the country, things began to change. Everywas required topay school fees 

and even schools fees began to hike. By 1974, Uganda had 3154 primary schoolswith a total 

enrolment of 792 000 student taught by 26,000 teachers, which gave a teacher-pupilratio of 1:30. 

This wasa remarkable increase; however, the problem of lack of employmentcould have been the 

start of school dropout. Practical subjects and vocational courses had 

beendroppedafter1960‘swhichincreasedonthenumberofdropout.Pupilsstartedseeingnofuturein 

education after primary seven. They went to school to learn reading, writing and arithmetic 

inlowerprimaryafterwhich theydropped to join theworld of work(KimJ&Jun M, 2022). 

 
 Conceptualbackground. 

 

Thestudywillbeaboutpupilbehavioranditscontributiontowardsschooldropouts.Expressiveness, 

attitude and devotion will be considered as sub variables under pupilbehaviorand school size, 

school location and school rules and regulations will be considered as subvariablesunder school 

dropouts. 
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 Theoreticalbackground. 

 

Thestudywill be carriedout onbehavior ofpupiland school dropouts. 

 

Behaviorofapupilandschooldropoutsasthemajorvariablesofthestudywillbebestexplainedwith 

thehelp of atheory. 

Theoryplaysavitalroleinresearchbyprovidingexplanation,understandingandmeaningfulness to 

research. Theory helps to predict facts and to identify unexplored areas 

ofresearch.Atheoryisarationaltypeofabstractthinkingaboutaphenomenonortheresultofsuchthinking

.Researchwithoutatheoryislessemphatictoestablishtherelationshipbetweenthe variables. The rate 

of school dropouts among pupils in primary schools is highly determinedbytheirbehavior. 

 Contextualbackground. 

 

The study will be about pupil behavior and school dropouts in Masafu sub county, Busia 

District.Masafu Sub County is comprised of Bukalikha P/S, Syuli P/S, Bubandu P/S, Bubwohi 

P/S, andBukobeP/S. 

 StatementoftheProblem. 

 

Pupils in primary schools are encouraged to continue with their studies given the fact that 

pupileducation leads to pupils‘ empowerment. However, the rest of school dropout by pupils is 

veryhigh in Africa, Uganda and most especially in Masafu sub county, Busia District. This has 

led toa great deal of society challenges including increased early marriages, unwanted 

pregnancies,unemployment, economic stagnation, malnutrition, maternal mortality rates and 

infant 

mortalityrates.Thegovernmentthroughmedia,NGOsandallschoolprogramshasembarkedonequippi

ng them with more skills and knowledge that help them to quality for better jobs, 

whichdecreasessocietalgenderstereotypesandtheyhavebeenwarnedagainstbadhabitsthatmay 
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discourage them from completing their studies such as sexual immorality and bad groups 

andtheyhavealsobeensensitizedaboutthedangersofdroppingoutofschoolattheearlyagesuchas 

increased poverty levels, crime rates and suffering in marriage among others. Despite 

warningprimary school going pupils about the dangers of dropping out of school, many pupils in 

primaryschools in Masafu sub county, Busia District have been seen dropping out of school and 

ifnothingisdonetostoptheseincreasedschooldropouts,itmayresultintoincreasedunemployment,econ

omicstagnationandinfantmortalityrates.Itisuponthisbackgroundtherefore that the researcher seeks 

to investigate the causes of school dropouts among pupils inprimaryschools in Masafu sub 

couty,BusiaDistrict. 

 

 PurposeoftheStudy. 

 

The purpose of the study was to investigate the causes of school dropouts among pupils 

inprimaryschoolsin Masafu Sub County,BusiaDistrict. 

 
 ObjectivesoftheStudy. 

 

Thestudywasguided bythe followingspecific objectives 

 

i. ToinvestigatethecausesofschooldropoutsamongpupilsinprimaryschoolsinMasafuSubcount

y,BusiaDistrict. 

ii. To 

explaintheeffectsofschooldropoutsamongpupilsinprimaryschoolsinMasafuSubcounty,Bus

iaDistrict. 

iii. Toexplainthestrategiestocurbtherateofschooldropoutsamongpupilsinprimaryschoolsin 

MasafuSub County,BusiaDistrict. 
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 ResearchQuestions. 

 

Thestudywill beguided bythe followingresearchquestions: 

 

i. WhatarethecausesofschooldropoutsamongpupilsinprimaryschoolsinMasafuSubCounty,Bu

siaDistrict? 

ii. Whataretheproblemsemergingfromincreasedschooldropoutsamongpupilsinprimaryschool

s in Masafu Sub County,BusiaDistrict. 

iii. Whatarethestrategiestoreducetherateofschooldropoutsamongpupilsinprimaryschoolsin 

MasafuSub County,BusiaDistrict? 

 Scopeof theStudy. 

 

Thescopeofthestudywasanalyzedinthreedimensionsforinstancecontentscope,geographicalscopean

d time scope. 

 Contentscope. 

 

The proposed content scope was contribution of pupil behavior towards school dropouts, 

withpupilbehaviorastheindependentvariableandschooldropoutsasthedependentvariable.Expressiv

eness, Attitude and Devotion was considered as sub-variable under the behavior ofpupils while 

School size, school rules and regulations. The intervening variables will be 

parentalcare,rolemodels, cultureand drugabuse. 

 Geographicalscope. 

 

Theproposedstudyareawill beMasafuSub-County,Busia district. 

 

Masafu Sub County is comprised of four villages and four parishes. The primary schools in 

theareaareKasanaprimaryschool,Kitovuprimaryschool,KabimbwaprimaryschoolandKikandwa 

primary school and their locations were considered as sub-variables under schooldropouts. 
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1.6.3Timescope. 

 

Thestudywascarried out in Masafusub county,BusiaDistrict. 

 

TheproposedstudywasconductedwithinaperiodoffivemonthsfromOctober2023toFebruary 2024 to 

effectively gather information that effectively meets the study objectives. 

Thisincludedproposaldevelopment,developmentoftoolsofdatacollection,thetimefordatacollection, 

analysis, interpretation and preparation of the final report. The month October andNovember 

were for proposal development and approval,December was for data 

collection,JanuaryandFebruaryforinterpretation,analysisand preparation ofthe final report. 

 Significanceof thestudy. 

 

The study was aimed to increase on the existing literature on pupil behavior and school 

dropouts,in Masafu Sub-County, Busia District, where little research has been done, hence 

creating moreknowledgeand information to futureresearchersandacademicians. 

The findings of the study would be used to benchmark to Busia district because it provided 

thedistrictofficialswithcrucialdataaboutthe contributionsofpupilbehaviortowards 

schooldropoutsand the need toreduceorstop school dropouts in thedistrict. 

The study was to help future researchers to form part of their reference material in the same 

orrelatedresearch field. 

The findings of the study helped the researcher to fully understand the underlying concepts 

offield research very well including; data collection, information compiling and gathering, 

andanalysisskills. 

The findings of the study helped the community of Masafu Sub County to gain the knowledge 

ofdangersofpupils droppingout of school. 
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Thefindingofstudyhelpedthelearnerstounderstandtheimportanceofcontinuingwitheducation. 

The findings of the study helped the school administrators of primary schools in 

MasafuSubcountyto comeup withthe strategies to reduceorstoppupildrop out ofschool. 

Asaresultofhisstudy,parentsgainedtheunderstandingofhowimportantaneducatedistothecommunity

and countryat large. 

ThestudyenabledtheresearchertoobtainBachelor‘sdegreeinEducation,primaryofBusitemaUniversi

ty. 

 Justificationof thestudy. 

 

The study sought to disseminate crucial information concerning the mitigation measures that 

canbeusedtocurbtherateofschooldropoutsamongprimaryschoolpupilsinMasafuSubCountyin Busia 

district isgoing to be unveiled by the study; and revelation of the importance ofeducatingapupil. 

 

 Limitationsof thestudy. 

 

Some of the respondents were not willing to take part in the study. However, the 

researcherexplained to them the purpose of the study being for academic purpose and not for 

business; afterwhichsome ofthe respondentsparticipated. 

The researcher experienced some delays from the respondents in filling the questionnaires 

andthere also existed weather instabilities due to heavy downpour which was unexpected at this 

timeof year in December. 

The researcher also experienced a challenge of finances to meet stationery, transport to the 

fieldand meals while in the field. However, the researcher sought financial support from friends 

andrelatives. 



9  

 

 

 

 

 

 

InterveningVariable. 

- Parentcare. 

- Rolemodels. 

- Culture. 

- Drugabuse. 

Schoolenvironment 

- Schoolsize 

- Schoollocation 

- Schoolrulesand 

regulations 

Rate ofSchool 

dropouts 

- Conductof pupils. 

- Attitude ofthe 

pupils. 

- Effortof thepupils 

 Theconceptualframework 

 

 

INDEPENDENTVARIABLE DEPENDENTVARIABLE 
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CHAPTER 

TWOLITERATURERE

VIEW 

 Introduction. 

 

This chapter presented literature that was relevant to the study giving reference to the 

studyobjectives, sub-divided into three sections. The first section was related literature on the 

causesofschooldropouts,followedby thesubsectionwhichreviewedliteratureontheproblemscaused 

by the school dropouts and the last sub section was about literature on the strategies 

toreducetherateof schooldropouts. 

 Theoreticalreview. 

 

The major variables of the study were pupil behavior and school dropouts, with pupil behavior 

asthe independent variable and school dropouts as the dependent variable. These variables 

werebestbeexplainedandunderstoodbyreferringtoatheory.ThisstudywasguidedbytheAcademics 

mediation theory. The Academic mediation theory examines the mediation effect ofpoor 

academic achievements on other factors such as deviantaffiliation, personal deviance,family 

socialization and structural strains associated with school dropouts. According to thetheory, poor 

academic performance of a pupil makes her develop negative attitude 

towardsschoolingandthereforemaydevelopotherthoughtsofearlymarriage,lookingforcasualjobsfor 

a living among others, and therefore there is need to mediate the poor academic performanceof 

pupils so as to stop school dropouts. The Mediation theory was developed by at Rennes,Francein 

1960 byProfessor JeanBagnepian. 
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 Causesofschooldropouts. 

 

According to Cook Jenna (2020), in his article of Educational Disparities among Pupils in 

India‖,through education, individuals are enabled to acquire knowledge and skills that help them 

in allfacets of their lives. Education empowers people to develop their capabilities in order to not 

onlybetter their own lives, but also the lives of those around them. The educational opportunities 

thatpeople have access to fluctuate based on many factors. In India, a range of disparities, such 

aseconomic or cultural factors, make access to educationfor pupils difficult to acquire 

(CookJenna, 2020). 

Marriage is one of the main reasons female pupils in India are more likely to have 

inadequateaccess to education. In the year 2016, India had the highest number of brides in the 

world with223 million brides, 102 million of which were married before the age of 15. In 

comparison, only4% of males in Indiawere married by the age of 18. TheIndian government 

firststartedregulatingmarriagein1929whentheyincorporatedtheMarriageRestraintAct.Thisactdisco

uraged marriage for pupils under the age of 14 and boys under 18, but because it did notenact 

punishments, it failed to significantly decrease the number of underage marriages (CookJenna, 

2020). 

AccordingtoKokaAA(2019),duetoculturaltraditions,patriarchalvalues,andpoverty,familiesoftenpr

ioritizethemarriageoftheirdaughtersovertheireducation.Marriageisseenasa more urgent priority, 

causing many pupils to be married off before they are able to finish theireducation. The term 

Paraya dhan is often used to describe pupils in India; the term refers to theview in societythat 

female pupilsare a liability. Paraya means ―not one‘s own,‖while dhan translatestoproperty 

andwealth,reflectingtheculturalbeliefthatpupilsaremeanttobetransferredfromtheownershipoftheirf

athertothatoftheirhusbandwhentheymarry.Wives 
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often need to drop out of school as the majority of the domestic responsibilities fall to 

them.Although they have the option of continuing with their education after marriage, this is a 

rareoccurrence due to early pregnancies, strict gender roles, poverty, and the need for someone 

athometo do the domesticlabor. 

 

Koka AA (2019) further asserts that Mismanagement of menstrual hygiene is often a factor 

thatprevents pupils from attending school. Due to both poverty and a lack of accessibility; 

somepupils struggle to obtain adequate supplies needed during their period. Additionally, many 

pupilslack the knowledge of what happens during their menstruation cycle, how to maintain 

health, andwhy they have a monthly period. Not only that, but due to the high chance of 

menstrual bloodstaining or leaking through their clothing, pupils often report staying home in 

order to avoidembarrassment. Every year, more than 23 million pupils in India drop out of school 

due to thelack of necessary products and hygiene education. In a study of pupils‘ school 

attendance in ruralIndia, one out of five pupils said that they missed school during their period. 

In addition, 45% ofthe pupils that did attend school reported problems concentrating due to their 

period, and 36%saidthatthey were scared of staining, smell, or losing the cloth or pad 

inschool.Over 80% ofthesurveyed pupils were usingclothsand did nothaveaccess to sanitarypads 

ortampons. 

Labor plays a major role in why pupils are inadequately educated. labor deprives them 

ofopportunitiesforsuccess,andharmstheiremotional,social,orphysicaldevelopment.Specifically, 

labor interferes with a ‘s ability to enroll and fully participate in school. There areusually two 

kinds of labor: labor that involves ren in specific businesses for financial gain 

anddomesticlaborwhichemploysthefemalepupilsathome.Indiahasoneofthehighestnumbersoflabor

ersinthe world,with10.1million laborersreported inIndia (Kumarpet al,2023). 
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According to Kumar P et al (2023), while more boys than pupils generally work in 

vocationsoutside the home requiring learned skills, most pupils perform domestic labor, though it 

is notoften seen as work. Domestic labor is widely accepted and legally permitted even 

whenpupilsare paid low wages and work long hours. If they are not employed elsewhere, they 

often worklong hours at home attending to younger siblings while parents are working. Families 

often feeltheymust turn to their daughters to makeends meet. 

According to Kim J & Jun M (2022), when Universal Primary Education was introduced 

inUganda in 1997, among the challenges it faced was large numbers and lack of 

parents/guardianssupport.Despitetheseproblems,thereweremanymoreotherssuchasinadequatescho

olfacilities and teachers‘ illness (absenteeism). Some teachers were unmotivated while others 

werenegligent, pay did not seem to be a key factor but the researchers study revealed that 

teachersmostwanted textbooks and otherteachingmaterials. 

Management and administration of a school are the basis of good discipline. Such routine 

thingsas morning cleaning, school assembly, class activities, Sunday services, parades, break 

time,games and sports, punctuality, uniform, teachers‘ smartness, meals and restraining from 

habits ofdrug abuse such as smoking and drinking are crucial in containing school organization 

as well asmanagement. Therefore, there is need to reduce managerial loopholes that result into 

indisciplineofstudent endingup in droppingout of school(Kim J&Jun M, 2022). 

According toWabugoomuP(2022), -headshipof familiesdue toorphan-

hoodandbrokenmarriageswheretheolderrentakeontheresponsibilityofcaringfortheiryoungersibling

sisalso perceived as a factor to dropping out of school. In addition, media influences at local 

showsor social media platforms in form of movies and music some of which are pornographic 

and/orsexuallyorientedenticeandkeeprenawayfromschool.Moreover,drugabuseofopiumand 
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marijuana keep learners mentally unstable and inadequate monitoring of students by 

communitymembers are also cited as contributing to the high rate of dropping out of school in 

rural Uganda.It is perceived that some learners in rural Uganda drop out of school due to poor 

performance,class repetition, high age for a given class, and poor attitude towards education 

preferring to beemployed at a young age. Other learners fail to cope with knowledge 

disseminated at school andare termed as ‗slow learners‘ by study participants. For others, 

stakeholders think of them asbeingdisrespectful totheirparents and 

refusingtocontinuewithschool.(Wabgoomu P, 2022) 

It is perceived that poor payment of teachers demotivate them such that they give 

inadequatemoral support to help ren stay in school. In addition, poverty among parents also fails 

them tofinanciallysupporttheirrensuchthatstudentsarekepthomewhensenthomebyschoolauthorities 

to bring given school requirements. This also increases the rate of drop outs 

fromschool(Wabugoomu P, 2022). 

 
labor and a temptation for daily money paid from cheap employment for example at 

sugarcanefarms, and a mentality that the government should fully provide free education 

including mealsand scholastic materials are also perceived as economic factors associated with 

dropping out ofschool(Wabugoomu P, 2022). 

 
According to Banura M (2019), Curricula have a significant impact on students‘ 

performancesandschoolattendance.Forexample,aninaccessibleorunfriendlycurriculumpredisposes

students to high rates of high school dropout. The curriculum affects students learning in 

manyways.Anunfavorablecurriculumleadstopooracademicperformance,graderetention,orunneces

sary punishments for example low expectations and bullying. Students who drop out 

ofhighschoolfindthecurriculumlessconnectedtotheirlearningneeds.Usually,thesestudentsdo 



15  

not see education as interesting, valuable, and worth their investment and/or sacrifice, 

especiallywhen taking high-stakes tests. In addition, the high stakes testing policies that mandate 

graderepetitionandhighschoolexitexamsarethetippingpointsforstudentswhostruggleacademically.

Theseextrademands push thesestudentsout ofschool 

Moreover, some well-established schools push out students deemed weak or having 

behavioralissues. Conversely, the schools with high national rankings in performance attract 

many students.This happened because families often look for schools that enhanced their ren‘s 

learning 

andpossibilitiesofpassingexaminationsandtransitioningtobettercollegesorcareers.Whileimprovem

ents in school performance led to improved success for many students, the pressure forschools to 

maintain high scores and the best position in the region often works against strugglinglearners. 

Schools experiencing pressure to improve their overall performance or accountabilityscore 

usually pursue this increaseat thecost ofother student outcomes,including 

thedropoutrate(BanuraM, 2019). 

In conclusion school drop outs should be eliminated because education is not only a human 

rightbut also one of the millennium development goals which help to lay a foundation for a 

brightfuturefortheyoungwith goodemployment, socio-economicstatus and healthin general. 

 Problemsemergingfromincreasedschool dropouts. 

 

Dropout continues to be a concern for all youth because the education and related skills 

requiredto compete in today‘s global economy have made high school completion necessary for 

manyforms of success in adulthood. On this score, the Organization for Economic Cooperation 

andDevelopment (OECD) reported an international comparison of 29 nations concerning the 

percentofstudentswhograduatedin2012withintheamountoftimenormallyallocatedforcompleting 
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secondary school. Overall, 72% of students completed secondary school on time (Kokemuller 

N,2018). 

In America, school dropouts make up nearly half the heads of households on welfare. 

Highschool dropouts are likely to live in poverty and have their families in poverty. This is 

because oflimited opportunities and their vulnerabilities to harmful environments in adulthood. 

Limitedopportunities for advancement mean that high school dropouts experience poverty-

related 

issuessuchas―higherlevelsofalcoholconsumption,poorermentalandphysicalhealth,andincreased 

likelihood of committing criminal acts and of becoming dependent on welfare and 

governmentprogramsthanpeople with higher educationalattainment (U.S.BureauofLabor,2021). 

One way in which people are affected by their decision to drop out of high school is a 

greaterchance of being unemployed.The unemployment rate foryoung highschool dropouts 

wasroughly54percentin2017,accordingtoareportfromtheBureauofLaborStatistics.TheBureau also 

reported in March, 2018 that that the unemployment rate for those who merelycompleted high 

schoolwas significantly lower than those that didn't complete high school.Students graduating 

high school had an unemployment rate of 4.6 percent while the rate for highschooldropouts was 

at 6.5percent(U.S. Bureau ofLabor,2021). 

Incarceration in some sort of correctional facility, such as a jail or juvenile detention center, 

isalso a more likely scenario for high school dropouts. According to the U.S. Programfor 

theStudy of International Assessment for Adult Competencies (PIAAC) Survey of 

IncarceratedAdults, 30 percent of imprisoned adults had dropped out of high school. More 

specifically, maleAfrican American high school dropouts are incarcerated at a nearly 70 percent 

higher rate thanhighschoolgraduates. 
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The consequences of school dropout place a heavy toll on societies. For example, in the U.S., 

theeconomic costs are about $250,000 per dropout as a result of lower tax contributions, 

greaterrelianceongovernmentprogramsincludingwelfare,andhighercriminalactivity.Thus,inaggreg

ate, the 2.6 million status dropouts identified in 2012 could cost the U.S. about $650million 

during the lifetimes. School dropouts can also adversely affect local communities. 

Forinstance,dropoutsshowlowercivicandpoliticalparticipationandareaswithhighconcentrationsofd

ropoutscanexperiencecommunity-levelimpactssuchasdecliningtaxrevenues(VanL. 2022) 

According to Van L (2022), antisocial behaviors also predict academic problems and 

schooldropout. For instance, school dropouts tend to have higher rates of misbehavior, 

aggression, andsuspensions than do students who graduate from high school. They are also more 

likely to smoketobacco and marijuana and use other illicit drugs. Teen parenthood is a powerful 

predictor ofdropout and only 50% of teen mothers earn a high school diploma by age 20. In some 

cases,youthmayneedordesiretoassumeadultbehaviorsandresponsibilities(e.g.,full-

timeemployment, parenthood). However, as a group, dropouts are not yet socially or 

cognitivelymature and the earlier youth assume these adult roles, the more problems they are 

likely toexperienceduringtheirlifespan. 

 
 Strategiesto reduceschooldropouts. 

 

Since 1986, the National Dropout Prevention Center/Network (NDPC/N) has conducted 

andanalyzedresearch;sponsoredworkshopsandnationalconferences;andcollaboratedwithresearcher

s,policymakers,andpractitionerstofurtherthemissionofreducingAmerica‘sdropoutratebymeetingth

eneedsofyouthinat-risksituations,includingstudentswith 
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disabilities. There are different reasons for dropping out of school, and therefore the 

strategiesdiffer(Wilson SJ, 2011). 

According to Wilson S J (2011), active learning and student engagement strategies engage 

andinvolve students in meaningful ways as partners in their own learning. These strategies 

includestudent voice and choice; effective feedback, peer assessment, and goal setting; 

cooperativelearning; thinking critically, creatively, and reflectively; and micro-teaching, 

discussion, andtwo-way communication. To be most effective, teachers must provide students 

with tools andstrategies to organize themselves and any new material; techniques to use while 

reading, writing,and doing math; and systematic steps to follow when working through a task or 

reflecting upontheirown learning. 

Manyschoolsprovideafter-school,before-

school,and/orsummeracademic/enhancement/enrichment opportunities for example tutoring, 

credit recovery, acceleration, homework supportthat provide students with opportunities for 

assistance and recovery as well as high-interestoptions for discovery and learning. These 

opportunities often decrease information loss and caninspire interest in arenas otherwise 

inaccessible. Such experiences are especially important forat-riskstudents becauseout-of-school 

―gap time‖is filled with constructive and engaging activitiesand/or needed academicsupport 

(Wilson S J, 2011). 

Alternative Schooling. Alternative schooling options and delivery model options for 

examplealternative times and environments, blended learning, virtual learning, competency-

based creditopportunities, these provide extra alternative avenues to credit earning and 

graduation, 

withprogramspayingspecialattentiontothestudent‘sindividualandsocialneeds,careergoals,and 
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academic requirements for obtaining a high school diploma and transitioning successfully to 

lifebeyondgraduation(Wilson S J, 2011). 

Service-Learning. Service-learning connects meaningful community service experiences 

withacademic learning. This teaching/learning method promotes personal and social growth, 

careerdevelopment, and civic responsibility and can be powerful vehicle for effective school 

reform atallgradelevels (Wilson S J, 2011). 

According to Bena C et al (2021), a systemic approach and process for ongoing and 

continuousimprovement through a shared and widely communicated vision and focus, tightly 

focused goalsandobjectives,Selectionoftargetedresearch-

basedstrategiesandinterventions,ongoingmonitoring and feedback, and data-based decision 

making help to prevent high school 

dropouts.Systemicrenewalrequiresthealignmentofschoolpolicies,procedures,practices,andorganiz

ationalstructuresand continuousmonitoringofeffectiveness. 

 

Researchconsistently finds that family engagement has a direct, positive effect 

onyouth‘sachievement and is one of the most accurate predictors of student‘s success in school. 

Criticalelementsofthistypeofcollaborationrelyoneffective,ongoing,andmulti-dimensional,two-way 

communication as well as ongoing needs assessments and responsive family supports 

andinterventions(BenaC etal, 2021). 

 

According to Rincon G & Sandra B (2023), instructional Technology can effectively 

supportteaching and learning while engaging students in meaningful, current, and authentic 

efforts,dressing multiple intelligences, and adapting to students learning styles. Educational 

technologycaneffectivelybeusedinindividualizedinstructionandcannotonlyhelppreparestudentsfort
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heworkforce,butcanempowerstudentswhostrugglewithself-esteem.Effectiveuseof 
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technologiesdependsuponthetimelyresponsetoanapplicationoftherapidlyexpandingchoicesandmat

ches to identifiedstudent need. 

 

Furthermore, Rincon G & Sandra B (2023)stress that providing additional enrichment 

canenhance brain development. The most effective way to reduce the number of ren who 

willultimately drop out is to provide the best possible classroom instruction from the beginning 

ofschoolthrough the primarygrades. 

Safe,orderly,nurturing,inclusive,andinvitinglearningenvironmentshelpstudentsrealizepotentialasi

ndividualsandasengagedmembersofsociety.Allstudentsneedtobesafe,physically and emotionally, 

to be expected to achieve, to be recognized and celebrated equitablyfor accomplishments; and to 

feel genuinely welcomed and supported. A safe and orderly learningenvironment provides both 

physical and emotional security as well as daily experiences, at 

allgradelevelsthatenhancepositivesocialattitudesandeffectiveinterpersonalskills.Acomprehensive 

discipline plan and violence prevention plan should include conflict 

resolutionstrategiesandshoulddealwithpotentialviolenceaswellascrisismanagement.Asafe,nurturin

g, and responsive learning environment supports all students, teachers, cultures, 

andsubgroups;honorsandsupportsdiversityandsocialjustice;treatsstudentsequitably;andrecognizest

he needforfeedback,innovation, andsecondchances(TahmasebiS, 2023). 

Tahmasebi S (2023) also argues that adults who work with youth at risk of dropping out need 

tobe provided ongoing professional learning opportunities, support, and feedback. The 

professionallearning should align with the agreed upon vision and focus for the school/agency, 

the agreedupon instructional framework of high leverage research-based practices and strategies, 

and theidentifiedneedsofthepopulationserved.Theprofessionallearningopportunitiesprovided 
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shouldbefrequentlymonitoredtodeterminethefidelityofimplementationandneedforadditionalsuppo

rt and feedback. 

Manyschoolsprovideafter-school,before-

school,and/orsummeracademic/enhancement/enrichmentopportunities(forexample,tutoring,credit

recovery,acceleration,homeworksupport, extra) that provide students with opportunities for 

assistance and recovery as well ashigh-interestoptions fordiscoveryand learning. 

These opportunities often decrease information loss and can inspire interest in arenas 

otherwiseinaccessible. Such experiencesareespeciallyimportant for at-risk students becauseout-

of-school 

―gap time‖is filled with constructiveandengagingactivities and/or needed academicsupport. 

Makeapositiveschoolclimateandpositiverelationshipshighprioritiesintheschoolandintheclassroom.

Studentsneedtofeelattachedtoschoolasasupportivecommunitythatrecognizestheirindividualityand 

that cares about andpromotes their success(Tahmasebi S, 2023). 

 

Inconclusion,thereisnoonemagical,quickfixsolutiontothedropoutproblem.Theproblemiscomplex 

and requires a complex array of solutions. Dropouts have dissimilar characteristics 

andTherefore,needdifferentkindsofprogramswhichrespondtotheirindividualcircumstancesandneed

s.Programs,tobeeffective,needtoprovideone-on-oneintensiveattentiontoat-riskstudents,who 

oftenmust beconvincedthat theyarecompetentand can be successful inschool. 

Thecurriculumshouldincludebasiceducationalskills,socialskills,andexperientialeducation. 

 

 
In addition, the interrelated causes and multiple problems associated with dropping out call 

forComprehensivecommunitywide,multi-serviceapproachesandmulti-componentprogramsrenat-

riskneedtobeidentifiedatayoungage(asearlyaspreschool)sothatearlysustainedinterventioncanbeapp
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lied.Successintheelementarygradesdiminishesthepossibilityoflater 
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dropping out in high school. The key to reducing the dropout rate is helping youth to 

overcometheir sense of disconnectedness. It is imperative not to isolate or alienate any students 

from theschool. Not all factors related to dropout reduction are school controllable, and solutions 

to thecomplex problem of dropouts cannot be achieved by the schools alone. It is a national 

problemwhich must be addressed by the whole society. It requires resources that go beyond the 

school,andsolutionsrequireateamapproach;thecombinedeffortsofstudents,parents,teachers,admini

strators, community-based organizations, and business, as well as the federal, state, 

andlocalgovernments 
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CHAPTER 

THREERESEARCHMETHOD

OLOGY 

 Introduction. 

 

This chapter will comprise of the research design, area of the study, study population, 

samplesize, sample selection, sources of data, data collection instruments, procedure of data 

collection,dataqualitycontrol, data processingandanalysis, ethicalconsideration, and 

studyconstraints. 

 
 ResearchDesign. 

 

The design of the study was descriptive research design. The choice of the design is to enable 

theresearcher to provide an accurate description of the subject under study. The approach of 

thestudy will be purely qualitative. The choice of quantitative approach is to enable the 

researchergaindeeper understandingof topic under study. 

 
 StudyPopulation. 

 

Population of the study was 80 respondents who included school going pupils, teachers, 

womenand men in the labor force and political positions, the pupils who dropped out of school 

andparentsat home. 

 
 SampleSizeDetermination. 

 

Thesamplesizewas66respondentsandthiswasdeterminedusingtheMorganandKrejcieformulaof 

samplesizedetermination. 

AccordingtoKrejcieandMorgan(1970),intheirstudyaboutsamplesizedetermination,Businessresear

ch methods, sample sizeisdetermined based on the followingformula; 
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S=X2NP (1-P)±d2 (N—])+X2P (1—P) 

 

Where;S=required samplesize. 
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X2 = the table value of chi-square for 1 degree of freedom at the desired confidence level (0.05 

=3.841). 

N=the population size. 

 

P = the population proportion (assumed to be 0.50) since this would provide the 

maximumsamplesize. 

d=thedegreeof accuracyexpressedasproportion(0.05). 

 

 
 SamplingTechniques. 

 

A convenience sampling technique was used to select the sample. Aconvenience sample is atype 

of non-probability sampling method where the sample is taken from a group of people 

easytocontact or to reach. 

 

 SourcesofData. 

 

BothPrimarydataandsecondarydatawasusedinthisstudy.Theresearcherusedself-administered 

questionnaires to collect data related to role of pupil behavior in contributing toschooldropouts in 

KasauSubcounty,BusiaDistrict. 

 

 DataCollectionInstruments. 

 

Thestudyusedafive-

pointLikertscalequestionnairetocollectquantitativedataonthecontributionofpupilbehaviortowardss

chool dropoutsinMasafuSubcounty,Busia District. 

 MethodofDataCollection. 

 

The study used survey questionnaires to collect quantitative data. The questionnaires were 

giventotherespondents and collected after 3 hours. 
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 ProcedureofDataCollection. 

 

The researcher obtained a letter of introduction from the Dean, Faculty of science and 

Education,Busitema University, Nagongera Campus to conduct research. The letter was taken to 

respectiveheads of various institutions like schools, homes, political offices to give the researcher 

authoritytocollect data. 

 
 Validity. 

 

Validitydeterminesiftheresearchinstrumenttrulymeasuresthatwhichitissupposedtomeasure 

(Kothari, 2011). To ensure content validity, the tools developed were given to the expertscholars 

to score the relevance of each question in providing answers to the study. After theexpert 

opinion, a content validity index (CVI) will be computed as indicated in the formulabelow; 

CVI=No ofitem declared valid bythe 

judgesTotalNoofitemson 

thequestionnaire 

 

 Reliability. 

 

Reliabilityindicatesthestabilityofmeasuresadministeredatdifferenttimestothesameindividualsorusi

ngthesamestandardortheequivalenceofsetsofitemsfromthesametestorof different observers 

scoring a behavior or event using the same instrument (Saunders et al,2009). Reliability was 

established by carrying out a pilot study to see if the instrument givesconsistentresults. 

3.10.Data ProcessingandAnalysis. 

 

The data were analyzed using the Pearson‘s correlation analysis. Pearson‘s Correlation 

analysiswillhelp to test thestrengthand thedirection oftherelationship betweenthevariables. 
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3.11EthicalConsideration. 

 

The researcher obtained informed consent from each research participant. This was obtained 

inwritingaftertheparticipanthadtheopportunitytocarefullyconsidertherisks,benefitsandtoask 

anypertinent question. 

Theresearcherobservedprivacyandconfidentialityoftherespondents.Inthiscase,theresearcheragreed

withtherespondentsontheappropriatetimeandconvenientplacetoundertake the respondents so as to 

enhance free interaction. The respondents were assured thatthe responses that were treated with 

the utmost confidentiality it deserves and used strictly foracademicpurpose. 

About the privacy of the data that will be got from the respondents, the researcher will make 

thebestuseofcodes forthepurposeof thestudyinstead of theactual nameofthe respondents. 
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CHAPTERFOUR 

 

DATAPRESENTATION,INTERPRETATIONANDDISCUSSION 

 

 Introduction 

 

In this chapter the results of the study are presented and discussed. The purpose of the study 

wasto establish the relationship between the increased pupil school drop outrate school closure 

andthe academic performance of learners in primary schools in Masafu Sub County. The data 

wereanalysed around key objectives of the study; To find out the increased pupil school drop 

outrateschool closure in primary schools in Masafu Sub County, Busia District; To find out the 

status ofacademic performance of learners in primary schools in Masafu Sub County, Busia 

District; 

Toassesstherelationshipbetweentheincreasedpupilschooldropoutrateandtheacademicperformance

of learners inprimaryschools inMasafuSub County, in BusiaDistrict. 

 
 

 DemographicCharacteristics 

 

Responserate 

 

Table1:Responserate 

 

Respondents Amount 

Targetsample 80 

Receivedsamples 58 

Difference 22 

 
 

The response rate shows that 80 questionnaires were issues to teachers and 58 were 

returnedmakingadifferenceof22questionnaires.Thereturnedquestionnaireswereenoughtobeanalyz

edforthestudy. 
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Qualificationofrespondents 

 

Table 2:Qualification of 

respondentsQualification 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid Certificate 23 40.0 40.0 40.0 

License 35 60.0 60.0 100.0 

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
 

Source:Primarydata(2023) 

 

Table 5 show that majority (60%) of the respondents‘ qualification licensed teachers as 

opposedto the 40% who were certificate holders. This finding showed that at least most of the 

primaryschoolsaretaught byqualified teachers. 

Genderofrespondents 

 

Table 3:Gender of 

respondentsGender 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid Male 46 80.0 80.0 80.0 

Female 12 20.0 20.0 100.0 

Total 130 100.0 100.0 
 

Source:Primarydata(2023) 
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Findings in Table 6 indicate that majority of the respondents were male (80%) and 20% 

werefemale, implying that the primary schools in the study had more male teachers as opposed 

tofemale. 

Classtaughtbyrespondents 

 

Table 4:Marital status of 

teachersClasstaught 

 

 

 

 

 

Source:Primarydata(2023) 

 

Table7showthatalltherespondentswereupperprimary(P.5–P.7)teacherwhichisevidentthatthe 

studywascarriedout on theupper primary section. 

Age group of 

respondentsTable5:  

Agegroup 

Agegroup 
 

  
Frequency 

 
Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid 

0-10 
35 60.0 60.0 60.0 

11-19 23 40.0 40.0 100.0 

Total 58 100.0 100.0  

Source:Primarydata(2023) 

 

Table 8 indicates that 60% of the learners were in the age group of 20-29 year while the 

other40% were in the age group 30-39 years. This finding shows that the primary schools in the 

  
Frequency 

 
Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid Upperprimary(P.5- 

P.7) 
58 100.0 100.0 100.0 
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studyareahad pupils studyingwhile stillyoungand school goingage. 
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Maritalstatusofrespondents 

 

Table6:Maritalstatus of theteachers 

 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid Single 58 100.0 100.0 100.0 

Source:Primarydata(2023) 

 

Table 9 shows that all (100%) the teachers interviewed in the study were single probably 

becausetheyhavejust finishedschool and still establishingthemselves. 

Theincreased pupil schooldropoutrateschoolclosurein primaryschools 

 

The research objective one was to find out the causes increased pupil school drop outrate 

inprimary schools and to achieve this, the questionnaire had five items was issued. Following 

ascale where 5= strongly agree (SA), 4= agree (A), 3= undecided (U), 2= disagree (D) and 

1=stronglydisagree(SD). 

Table7:Alcoholismincreasedpupilschooldropoutrate 

 

Myfemalepupilsrarelyattendschoolduetoincreasedpupil

 school

dropoutrates 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid Disagree 11 20.0 20.0 20.0 

strongly 
    

 47 80.0 80.0 100.0 

agree     
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Total 58 100.0 100.0 
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Findings in Table 10 shows that 80% of the respondents agreed that some female pupils 

rarelyattend school due to alcoholism by parents and pupils leading to increased pupil school 

dropoutratewhile20%disagreed.Majorityoftherespondentsagreedwiththestatementimplyingthat 

pupils rarely attended school due to alcoholism of parents and ren pupil school drop outrateandits 

associated factors. 

Table 8: There was early pregnancy leading to increased pupil school drop 

outrateEarlypregnancyleads toincreased pupil  schooldrop outrate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Findings show that 60% of the respondents agreed that early pregnancy can lead to 

increasedpupil school drop outrate while 40% disagreed, implying that early pregnancy caused 

increasedpupil‘school drop outratein theprimaryschools in the study. 

Table 9: Effect of Domestic violence in the family leads to increased pupil school 

dropoutrate 

Domesticviolenceinthefamilyleadstoincreasedpupilschooldropoutrate 

  
Frequency 

 
Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid disagree 35 60.0 60.0 60.0 

Agree 23 40.0 40.0 100.0 

Total 130 100.0 100.0  

  
Frequency 

 
Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid agree 35 60.0 60.0 60.0 

disagree 23 40.0 40.0 100.0 

Total 58 100.0 100.0  
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Table 9 indicates that 60% of the respondents agreed that domestic violence had led to 

increasedpupildropoutratefromschoolopposedto40%whodisagreed,implying 

thatmostoftherespondents resounded the fact that domestic violence is pivotal in orchestrating 

drop out ofpupils in therespectiveprimaryschools. 

Table10:Effectofpovertyon pupildropoutratein primaryschools 

 

Povertyinfamiliesincreasespupil dropoutrateinprimaryschools 

 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid disagree 12 20.0 20.0 20.0 

Agree 23 40.0 40.0 60.0 

strongly 
    

 23 40.0 40.0 100.0 

agree     

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
 

 
 

Findings in Table 10 revealed that 80% of the respondents agreed that poverty in families led 

toincreased pupil school dropout rate, while 20% disagreed with the same. This implies that 

femalepupils were direly affected by the family income, whereby those from poor homes had 

moredropoutthan thosefrom rich homes. 
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Table 11: Effect of Peer pressure on pupil dropout rate from primary schools in 

MasafuSubCounty inBusia district. 

Peerpressureleadsto pupil dropoutrate fromprimaryschools 

 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid disagree 12 20.0 20.0 20.0 

agree 34 60.0 60.0 80.0 

strongly 
    

 12 20.0 20.0 100.0 

agree     

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
 

 
 

Table 11 shows that 80% of the respondents agreed that peer pressure had direct influence on 

thepupil increased dropout rate from schools, but 20% of the respondents disagreed. This 

wasindicativethatpeerpressurehaddirectinfluenceonthepupilincreaseddropoutratefromschools. 

Statusofacademicperformanceoflearnersinprimaryschools 

 

The second research objective was to find out the status of academic performance of learners 

inprimary schools and to achieve this, a questionnaire with eight items was issued. Following 

ascale where 5= strongly agree (SA), 4= agree (A), 3= not sure (U), 2= disagree (D) and 

1=stronglydisagree(SD). 



39  

Table 12: Female Pupils can count 

properlyMyfemalepupilscancountproperly 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid disagree 47 80.0 80.0 80.0 

strongly 
    

 11 20.0 20.0 100.0 

agree     

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
 

 
 

FindingsinTable12revealedthatalltherespondentsinthestudyagreedthattheirpupilscancountproperl

y. This shows agood academicperformanceoflearners in theprimaryschools. 

 
Table13:EffectofpoorattendanceonfemalePupils’abilitytocountusingmentalheadeffectively 

Myfemalepupilswhoattendirregularlycancountusingmentalheadef

fectively 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid disagree 35 60.0 60.0 60.0 

agree 23 40.0 40.0 100.0 

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
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Table 13shows that 60% of the respondents disagreed with the statement while 40% 

agreed,implying that pupils cannot count effectively using their mental head. Hence an indicator 

of thepoor status of the academic performance of female learners in the primary schools who 

usuallymiss school. This consequentially leads to poor performance, poor attitude towards school 

andfinallydropout bylearners. 

 
 

Table14:EffectofpoorattendanceonPupilsabilitytodosubtractionseffectivelyMypupi

lscando subtractions effectively 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid agree 11 20.0 20.0 20.0 

strongly 
    

 47 80.0 80.0 100.0 

agree     

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
 

 
 

Findings show that all respondents agreed that their pupils can do subtractions effectively, 

hencean improved status of the academic performance of learners the primary school under 

study. Thistherefore,psychologicallyaffects thelearnersleadingto eventual dropoutfrom school. 
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Table15:EffectofpoorattendanceinschoolonfemalePupils’abilitytodivideeffectivelyin class 

exercises 

PoorattendanceinschoolreducesfemalePupils’abilitytodivideeffectively

in class exercises 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid disagree 47 80.0 80.0 80.0 

agree 11 20.0 20.0 100.0 

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
 

 
 

Table 15 revealed that 80% of the respondents disagreed that female absentee pupils can 

divideeffectively in maths while 20% agreed with the statement. This finding implies that pupils 

in theprimary schools under study cannot divide effectively in classroom exercises indicative of 

pooracademic performanceof learners. The persistently pooracademic performance 

orchestratesstigma;likelyleadingto dropout from school. 

Table 16: Effect of FemalePupils dropout onsocial economic crisisdue to 

unwantedpregnanciesand unplanned families 

FemalePupilsdropoutleadstosocialeconomiccrisisduetounwantedpreg

nanciesand unplanned families 

  
Frequency 

 
Percent 

Valid 

Percent 

Cumulative 

Percent 

Valid disagree 11 20.0 20.0 20.0 

agree 47 80.0 80.0 100.0 

Total 58 100.0 100.0  
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Table 16 revealed that 80% of the respondents agreed that Female Pupils dropout leads to 

socialeconomiccrisisduetounwantedpregnanciesandunplannedfamilies;while20%oftherespondent

sdisagreedwiththesame.Thisshowsthatthesocietyisaffectedsociallyandeconomicallyas 

aresultofearlydropout of femalepupils from schools. 

Table 17: Effect of Early dropout by female pupils on population growth and rapid 

spreadofdiseases. 

Early dropout by female pupils leads to rapid population growth and 

rapidspreadof diseases. 

  
 

Frequency 

 
 

Percent 

Valid 

 

Percent 

Cumulative 

 

Percent 

Valid disagree 11 20.0 20.0 20.0 

agree 47 80.0 80.0 100.0 

Total 58 100.0 100.0 
 

 
 

FindingsinTable17revealed that80% of the respondentsagreedthatfemale pupilswhodropout early 

from school leads to rapid population growth and spread of diseases while 

20%disagreed.Thisfindingimpliesthatincreaseddropoutearlyfromschoolleadstorapidpopulationgro

wth and spread of diseases insociety. 
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Therelationshipbetweentheincreasedpupilschooldropoutrateschoolclosureandtheacademicper

formanceoflearners in primary schools 

Table18:Correlation

Correlations 

  
 

Dependent 

Learners'academic 

 

performance 

Dependent Pearson   

  1 .594** 
 Correlation   

 
Sig.(2-tailed) 

 
.000 

 
N 130 130 

Learners' academicPearson   

  .594** 1 

performance Correlation   

 
Sig.(2-tailed) .000 

 

 
N 130 130 

**.Correlationissignificantatthe0.01level(2-tailed). 
 

Table 18 shows Pearson‘s correlation co-efficient index r = 0.594** sig = 0.000 less than 

0.05.This suggests that there is a highly positive significant relationship between effects of 

increasedpupil school drop outrate school closure and the academic performance of learners at 

the onepercent level two tailed. These results implied that as school closure due to 

increasedpupilschool drop outrate is available the poorer is the status of the academic 

performance and thereverseis true. 
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CHAPTERFIVE 

 

DISCUSSION,CONCLUSIONSANDRECOMMENDATIONS 

 

 Introduction 

 

Thischapterpresentsthediscussionofthe 

study,conclusionsandrecommendationsbasedonthestudyfindings. 

 

 Discussion 

 

 Theincreased pupilschooldropoutrateschoolclosureinprimaryschools 

 

Findings on this objective revealed that increased pupil school drop outrate affected both 

pupilsand teachers since pupils could rarely attend school, pupils‘ contact time with other 

learners wasreduced and also pupils face to face interactions with teacher was reduced. 

Consequently, thisaffectedpupils‘discussion and learningschedules. 

 

These findings are supported by Pokhnel and Chhetri (2021) who opined that increased 

pupilschooldropoutratecreatedthelargestdisruptionofeducationsystemsinhumanhistory,affectingne

arly1.6billionlearnersinmorethan200countries.WhileBozkurt,Karaya,Castellanos-Reyes (2022) 

reported that the rapid and unexpected onset of the pupil school 

dropoutrategeneratedagreatdegreeofuncertaintyaboutthefutureofeducationandrequiredteachers 

and students alike to adopt to anew normal to survive in the new educational ecology.Pokhnel 

and Chhetri (2021) further noted that through this experience, educators learned manylessons 

including how to navigate through the uncertainty by recognising their strength 

andvulnerabilities,shiftingeducationalroles,digitalpedagogyoremergencyremoteeducation.Howev

er, this study was done in more countries yet the current study will be carried out in 

BusiaDistrict. 
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Further, Huck (2021) collaborates the above study saying that the education system was 

affectedat all levels and forced to respond to the crisis to transition emergency modes since the 

pandemicwas a phenomenon with many unknowns. Meanwhile, Moyini and Habib (2023) 

argued thatschools and universities being shut down as a preventive response to contain the 

pandemicimpacted more than 1 billion and 575 million students in 188 countries worldwide. 

Moyini andHabib further noted that more than17.5 million students were sent home during the 

lock down.Moyini and Habib equally claim that education being that important had to continue. 

As such, e-learning had to be adopted and how it could be achieved, remained problematic in 

many 

primaryandsecondaryschools.However,thisstudywasmadeinhighereducationwhilethecurrentstudy

wascarried out in primaryschools. 

 

Tel et al. (2020) also examined the potential academic impact of COVID 19 on primary 

schoollearners and postulate that, the students learning gains in Mathematics, reduced by 44 – 

63% dueto the disruptions caused by the pandemic. They also emphasized that the importance of 

targetedinterventionsandequitableaccesstolearners,tomitigatetheadverseeffectsonlearningoutcome

s. Lee (2020) in discussing the psychological effects of COVID 19 pandemic on primarylearners 

revealed that the pandemic included stress, fear and detrimental effects on the health, ofstudents, 

depression and, reduced motivation for learning.   Asif et al. (2020) suggested that ashift to 

virtual learning due to increased pupil school drop outrate created significant challengesfor 

primary school learners, including limited access to technology, internet connectivity, 

anddifficultyin adaptingto onlineeducational platforms. 
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 Statusofacademicperformanceoflearnersinprimaryschools 

 

Findings on this objective showed a poor status of the academic performance of learners since 

agiven percentage of pupils could not count using mental head effectively, could not 

divideeffectivelyinmaths,scoredpoorgradesandcouldnotproficientlypronouncewords.Consequentl

y, this was an indicator to a poor status of the academic performance of learners.However, a 

small percentage of pupils could count properly, could subtract effectively, couldeffectivelyread 

and alsoconstruct meaningful sentences. 

These are in line with studies by Further, Bugwek (2023) who postulates that factors such 

aspersonalconditions,study habits,home related factors and lecturerfactor, have low impactonthe 

academic performance of elementary teacher education students. Bagwek continues to arguethat 

on the other hand, school related factors have moderate impact on the academic 

performanceofelementaryteachereducationstudents.WhileHusainandShukor(2023)observethatstu

dents‘ academic performance is vital for assessing students‘ standing within the Universityand, 

that it makes it possible for academic staff, educational administrators and decision makersto 

precisely evaluate students taking various courses throughout the semester. Husain and 

Shukormaintainthatadditionally,itservesasacautionarytaleforthestudentstoassesstheirperformancel

evel and makesubsequent improvements. 

Further, Armitage and Nellums, (2020) examined the academic performance of primary 

schoolstudents in Turkey through various indicators. These researchers collected data from a 

sample ofstudents and analyzed the results to understand the factors that influence academic 

performance.While Noemy, Ines, izquierday and Ajenjo (2017) opine that academic performance 

has 

alwaysbeenassociatedtotheevaluationtestsresults,whicharethosecorrespondingtostudents‘IQand 
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leavingasideotherpersonalcharacteristics.Amongsuchcharacteristics,theimportanceofemotionalint

elligenceisworthyhigh lighting. 

 
The relationship between the increased pupil school drop outrate school closure and 

theacademicperformanceoflearners in primary schools 

FindingsonobjectivethreeshowsPearson‘scorrelationco-efficientindexr=0.594**sig= 

 

0.000 less than 0.05, hence suggesting that there is a highly positive significant 

relationshipbetweeneffectsofincreasedpupilschooldropoutrateschoolclosureandtheacademicperfor

mance of learners at the one percent level two tailed. These results implied that as 

schoolclosureduetoincreasedpupilschooldropoutratecontributed59.4%tothestatusoftheacademicpe

rformanceoflearners andthe remaining40.6%wascausedbyotherfactors. 

These findings were supported by studies of Li, Kang, Miles and Khan (2023), who pointed 

outthatunderstandingthefactorsthataffectedacademicperformanceofstudentsduetotheincreased 

pupil school drop outrate school closures helped design effective interventions 

forimprovingstudents‘academicperformanceduringemergenciesaswellas,duringregularacademic 

environments. Li and others also contend that students who spent more time studyingon college 

work were less likely to have poor academic performance. In addition, UNICEF(2023) reported 

that education system was already failing our ren even before dropping out.UNICEF maintains 

that pupil school drop outrate only exacerbated this learning crisis and ren 

inalmosteverycountryhavefallen behind in theirlearning. 

Furthermore, Andersen, Leon, Patel, Lee and Simanton (2022) reported that the increased 

pupilschooldropoutrate,medicalstudentsatKirkKerkorianSchoolofmedicineatUNLVdemonstrated

decreasedexaminationsperformance,studymoreathomeandhavepoor 
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relationshipswiththeirpeersandfaculty.Andersenetal,arguethatlookingatallthevariables,it is likely, 

relationships existed between them and that for example, increased pupil school dropoutrate, 

early pregnanciesand relationships may contribute to academic performance. Ocana 

etal.(2021)furtherreportedthatthefieldofeducationhasnotbeenexceptionalandthemanagement of 

the situation seems to have caused an increase in the level of perceived stressamong students and 

that, students were exposed to various situations that did not only affect 

theiracademicperformancebut also their mental health duringthe lockdown. 

 
 Conclusions 

 

School closure due to increased pupil school drop outrate affected both pupils and teachers 

sincepupils could rarely attend school, pupils‘ contact time with other learners was reduced and 

alsopupils face to face interactions with teacher was reduced. Consequently, this affected 

pupilsdiscussionand learningschedules. 

There was a poor status of academic performance of learners since a given percentage of 

pupilscould not count using mental head effectively, could not divide effectively in maths, 

scored poorgrades and could not proficiently pronounce words which was an indicator of poor 

status ofacademicperformanceoflearners. 

There was a highly positive significant relationship between effects of increased pupil 

schooldropoutrateschoolclosureandtheacademicperformanceoflearnersattheonepercentleveltwo 

tailed. These results implied that as school closure due to increased pupil school drop 

outratecontributed59.4%tothestatusoftheacademicperformanceoflearnersandtheremaining40.6%

was causedbyother factors. 
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 Recommendations 

 

It was recommended that as school administrators observed the SOP‘s, it would adopt 

othermeans like online class so that pupils could attend school regularly, create discussion 

groupsthroughWhatsapp,Zoom to increaseon thecontact timewith other learners 

The school administration and stakeholders should provide for extra classes and also 

provideextrasupporttothosepupilsthatcouldnotcountusingmentalheadeffectively,divideeffectivelyi

n maths to improvethe status ofacademicperformance. 

 

 Areasforfurtherresearch 

 

Due to constraints of time and a wide scope of the study variables, this study was done on 

effectsof pupil school drop outrate school closure and status of academic performance. However, 

thereare other factors that may affect academic performance like school environment, family 

type,school policy, etc. which may need attention of future researchers to investigate how this 

affectperformance. 
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APPENDICES 
 

APPENDIX1:CONSENTFORM 

 

Participants’ConsentForm 

 

I…………………………………………………………………voluntarilyagreestoparticipatein 

this research whose purpose is to establish the increased pupil school drop outrate schoolclosure 

on the academic performance of learnersin primary schools in Masafu Sub County,BusiaDistrict, 

Uganda. 

1. I understand that the decision to participate in this study is entirely up to me 

andthat,evenifIagreetoparticipatenow,Imayrefusetotakepartinthestudyatanytime 

without anyconsequences of anykind. 

2. I understand that, I was selected as a possible participant, because I am a 

pupil/Teacher in one of the primary schools sampled in Masafu Sub County and I 

aminvolvedin theinformationon theresearch topic mentioned above. 

3. Iunderstand thatIwill not benefitdirectlyfrom participatingin this research. 

4. I understand that all the information I provide for this study will be treated 

withrespectand confidentiality. 

5. Iunderstandthatsignedconsentformsandoriginalquestionnaireswillberetained at the 

University until the examinations board confirms the results of theresearchreport. 

6. I understand that I am free to contact any of the people involved in this research 

toseekclarification and information. 

Consent 

The signature below indicates that I have decided to volunteer as a research participant for 

thisstudy. I have read and understood the information provided herein. I understand that I will 

begiven a signed copy of this form to keep along with any other printed material deemed 

necessary.Nameofparticipant(Print)………………………………………………………………

……… 

Signatureof theparticipant……………………………………………..………………………….. 

Nameofresearcher………………………………………………………………………….…. 
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APPENDIXII:QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

SECTIONA:Demographicinformation 

 

Please tick (√) where 

applicableA1.Gender 

1)Male 2)Female 
 

A2.Maritalstatus 
 

1)Single 2)Married 
 

3)Widowed 4)Divorced 
 

A3.Levelofeducation 
 

1) Primary 2) Secondary 3) Tertiary 
 

SECTIONB:SchoolDropouts 

 

Please 

indicatebyticking,theextenttowhichyouagreetothefollowingstatements,where(1)=stronglydisagree

, (2) =disagree, (3) =not sure, (4) =agree; and(5)=stronglyagree 

 ITEM 1 2 3 4 5 
 Causesof Schooldropouts      

CDI Menstrualhealthdiscourages pupils fromattendingschool      

CD2 Culturedisruptspupilsfrom completingschool      

CD3 Earlypregnancyforcespupilsout of school      

CD4 Attitudeofpupils makes them to stop schooling      

 Problemsemergingfromincreased schooldropouts      

PD1 Schooldropoutsleadtounemployment      

PD2 Schooldropoutsresultintoeconomicstagnation      

PD3 Schooldropoutsincrease crimerate      

PD4 Schooldropoutsaffectpoliticalparticipation      

 Strategiesto reduceschooldropouts      

SD1 Activelearningpreventstherateofschooldropouts      

SD2 Familyengagementhelpstoreducetherateofschool 
dropouts 

     

SD3 Earlyhood education prevents school dropouts      

SD4 Safelearningenvironmenthelps to preventschool dropouts      
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APPENDIXIII:BUDGET. 

 

PARTICULARS QUANTITY UNITCOSTINUGX TOTALCOSTINUGX 

Typingand printing   600, 000 

Reamsofpaper 5 20,000 100, 000 

Pens 12 500 6000 

Transport   200,000 

Fieldresearch 

 

expenses 

  700,000 

Bindingproposal 5 3,000 15,000 

Bindingreport 5 12,000 60,000 

Miscellaneous   600, 000 

TOTAL   2,281,000 

Source:self-developed. 



59  

APPENDIXIV:TABLEFORDETERMININGSAMPLESIZEFROMAGIVENPOPULATIO

N 

N S N S N S 

10 10 220 140 1200 291 

15 14 230 144 1300 297 

20 19 240 148 1400 302 

25 24 250 152 1500 306 

30 28 260 155 800 310 

35 32 270 159 1700 313 

40 36 280 162 1800 317 

45 40 290 165 1900 320 

50 44 300 169 2000 322 

55 48 320 175 2200 327 

60 52 340 181 2400 331 

65 56 360 186 2600 335 

70 59 380 191 2800 338 

75 63 400 196 3000 341 

80 66 420 201 3500 346 

85 70 440 205 4000 351 

90 73 460 210 4500 354 

95 76 480 214 5000 357 

100 80 500 217 6000 361 

110 86 550 226 7000 364 

120 92 600 234 8000 367 

130 97 650 242 9000 368 

140 103 700 248 10000 370 

150 108 750 254 15000 375 

80 113 800 260 20000 377 

170 118 850 265 30000 379 

180 123 900 269 40000 380 

190 127 950 274 50000 381 

200 132 1000 278 750000 382 

210 136 1100 285 1000000 384 
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MASAFUSUB COUNTY 

APPENDIXV:A MAPSHOWINGMASAFU SUBCOUNTY,BUSIADISTRICT 
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